In three weeks the evangelism commitiee will be of fer-
ing an evangelistic training seminar on Friday evening,
April 30 and Satyrday, May 1 here at the church. My sermons
for the next two weeks are meant to raise the consciousness
of this congregation to the need of such evangelistic irain-
ing. Xnox church has traditionally relied almest exzlusively
. on the preacher as the evangelist, This worked fairly well
as long a2s the community was growing. Bul no growing church
can rely for very long on dramatic evangelistic preaching
for the simple reason that when the preacher leaves the evan-
gelistic program falls apart., The Bible indicates, hwwever,
that laypeople are ‘sz most effective evangelists., The work
of the pastor is to assist in training the lay people to do
the work of evangelism. We see this in our Scripture lesson,
Jesus healed & demon possessed man and then sent him to his
people saying, "Go home Lo your family and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you,
So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapeclis how

much Jesus had done for him, And all the people were amazed,"

Caz—ef—theTmost—effective—weya~—of-evengetism—ia—~the
Porcamciaipmeromay . You don't have to be a theologian to tell
others what the Lord has done for you. This morning I would
like to apply that command to myself and give you a personal

testimony of what the Lord has done for me. Then I would
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sation in our home. The names- ofSGod were held in the most
reverent awe, I never heard my parents take the Lord's name
in vain,gi%—aev:r—ht&r&—éhem=&peakha%o&t456d in a flippant
manner, And whén the name of God was meﬁtioned I would feel
a kind of tension in the air almost as if there were some kind
of theological reason for their reluctance to talk?zigut God.
k" od alad Al
But we did talk to God? I remember my Father kneeling ‘
beside my bed at night as 1 said my prayers. I remember my
mother reading me the Bible and Bunyan's, Pilgrim's Progress.
Our house was filled with books about such people as John
Newton the converted slave trader, John Wesley, and con-
temporary Christians such as the missicnaries killed by the
Auca Indians back in 1957. I can remember seeing my%
readlhéa Bivle for hours on Sunday afternoons, I can see in
my minds eye my parents kneeling at their bedsides to pray.
I remember hearing my Father pray publicly at the worship

service on rare occasions, We rarely spoke about Christ, but

we often spoke to himgmad ehnd ko o |

This—influenee—of—my~parsnts had striking rasutts—tamy
. frve e o] g
life. ~For.example, Because of their-i =pae 1 can never

remember a time that I didn't trust in Jesus as my Lord and
Saviour. I cannot remember when the Lord gave me a new birth.
I recognise that the Bible teaches that by nature we are all

- horn under God's wrath and curse and that unles he gives us
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a new birth which results in our trusting in Jesus as Lord
and SBaviour we are lost even though we are born into a
Christian family. But I can no more remember wheﬁl;as born
‘gggig_than 1 can remember when I was born physically., I
believe the Lord in his grace and mercy gave me a new birth
very early in my life before I can remember, Now I have
fallen into very serious sin during my life but I beliawwe if
it had not been for the hand of God in the person of my
parents I would have remained in sin. What God has done for
me makes whatever sins I have committed all the more heinous
LAY

because I~sinned against the clearest light.

Let me give you two examPles to show you something
of the kind of influence my pareibbs arnd youngest sister had
on me. When I was six years old I won a state-wide contest
by printing an essay on "What the Bible means to me," I
wrote, "The Eible means to me God's Word, heaven, and life
after death for all born-again Chris{dans, To me it means
evenything good and beautiful in life. It means that all
people, though their sins be as black as night, they can be
washed white as snow by reading and believing in the Bible
and accepting His son, Jesus Christ as their own persomal
Saviour, because God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoewer believeth in him should not

—~wizh. huat have everlasting life."
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T can remember one time when I was playing with friends.
I was in third grade. For some reason we all stopped playing
and one of the boys asked me and a friend who attended the
same church why we didn't swear. My friend said it was be-
cause he wanted to go to heaven. I corrected him by explain-
ing to everyone that we are not saved by not swéaring but
through faith in Jesus, I distinctly remember that experience
and where it cccurred,

Now I must confess thaE;tell you these things with a
certain amount of sinful spiritual pride., But I would suggest
that these things are living illustrations of the value of
parents training their children at an early age ard praying
for GCod's covenant blessings upon them, Let parents take note
of this and apply it in your homes. Never under estimate
the ability of your child to understand basic Christian doc-
trine. Never urderestimate the importance of Christdan edu-
cation in the home as well as Sunday school, Never under-

Ay Shedn
estomate or ridicule the value of memorizing~catchism znkaess
and Scripture verses by rote at the earliest ages. Kaver
forget the powerful influence of your lifestyle on your friemds
and family. And never forget that God has made covenmant
promises to believers concerning their children. We should

pray that our children come to trust J sus Christ at &n early
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age. We should expect them to.

T believe that God gave me a new birth very early in
my 1ife but T didn't become a communicant member of a church
until I was 22 years old.when I joined the First Presbyterian |
church of Princeton, N.J, T waited so long because I went
through a long perlod of dark despair and doubt that shook
the very foundations of my faith, From the time I was in
junior’ high-school until my first year in semimsry I began to
doubt evegﬂtﬂsblFry ex1stence of G?iubﬁ;t was never uEEellef
however, 1 coA:.alnued tc: é:x‘icf‘—g;{%g(}aoﬁor 1ight a%fc;r
faith, I cried out to God for some sign, a voice from heaven,
some miracle to confirm my faith but none was forthecoming.

I microscoplcally examined my life for sin and confessed it
and asked for repentance, I arcse at 6 a.m. to read the Bidble
and pray-and turned to my Bible at night after I findshed my
home-work. I coftened went to bed with a terrible fear of
hell and weight of guilt because of my doubt, |

In a note-book dating from when I was 17 I wrote this
prayer, "Jesus, Saviour, I believe that you lived, died,
and rose again, I believe you can make my life meaningful
and take away the guilty that T have, If I don't believe I
want to believe; help my unbelief, Let me know the reality

of your presence and the Holy Spirit.” In that prayer I go
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;o pray for my parents and for unsaved friends that they would
be converted. This was a time of intense ppiritual torture,
What could I do to have this doubt removed? I attempted
all sorts of things. I heard of a minister who claimed to have
heard the sudible voice of God speaking to him and I cried.out

S - c“{‘ﬂ-\r{'u,\é;'
in vain to hear God's audible voice to confirm his eﬁ&stence
_}_M{m haa btaa [yua.c&a.)a-njmsw{“- a.urndl. AT Hea
and my faith., T thought, "Maybe I ought to raise my ha .
a—uﬁitt‘n»ou*'-""“-:“ ; '

and go forward in response to an altar calls Maybe that will

be 2 demonstration of my faith and I will have assurance.”

nwa?, winf o &J
T¢id-—s6 el Sunday evening in fear and trembling but went

home in great disapointment. My doubts remained./ FTrd—been
Thenn
roptised-as-Hn-infant—but I began to think maybe I needto be
o dd

baptised by immersion. Maybe that w2 confirm my faith,
U Koy otk e 4t L bl o 4 ea i Gopran o 65 o
Slovaton 6 ‘%;Fm ‘El.m% M . .
So'I was rebaptised by immersion and want home in great sad-
b doubt {ned Cove g b o SC-'-r\-o-c["{-"" Oﬂ“’“"&iﬂ
ness because my doubts remained, t N b T Ao Ipend ¢
From thés terrible experience of the dzft!night of the
soul I have learned how important it is to have someone to
talk to when one is going through spirttual depression and

doubt. I fourd someone in my high-scheol youth group leader

who quietly liiggggiizgée without offering slick and aasy
M2 MSCS‘A&“ d'% Had corndid Leal o, g 34,.;.:?’2--\,-4,

answers; My doubts and fears were not allayed but I found

comfort and freedom to unburnden myself to him without being

addod
afraid timt he would lay some J<Ae—of guilt te=ep on Mee

Hyt nmwj;m.!?nﬂ’ m(j Lo,
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To make 2 long story short the Holy Spirit confirmed

my faith apart from all of my efforts in God's awn time and
LA ,@-ﬂ-nw«a".ﬂ

in his own way, -1I ca to the place where I realised that
God exists obJectlvely, apart {iom my lf, 1n ﬁgé}e of what
befurisy, Londd 2t o aﬁ? 2 M
feelings 1 mlght 4%‘ came to the place where IJE w the
danger of the idolatry of feelings and the idolatry of seek-

ing rellglous experiences. I came to the place where the

Mo Lol Ulo\x:f’ M vl

Holy Splrit”assured me of the thlngs I believed and confirmed

my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

These experieases cxe reflected in séme way in the
poem I wrote entitle; "Song of the Gaderene Demoniac." T
read this narrative a number of years ago and this poem came

to me expressing something of what I felt in the way of

dﬁ-ﬂa&-&xﬂom‘dkﬂ»ﬂ%

spiritual despair and depression for so many yearss These

experiences have taught me that doubt can be a servant of Cod

which drives us to the Scripture andl to Christ for assurance,

alag beat
My experiences a3%F-%nzp witness to the truth of what the

Westminster Confession of faith says about the assurance of

salvataon, It says, "This 1nfalllble assurance - -{(-of grace and

salvatlon) doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but

that a true believer may wait long, and conflict with many

difficulties, before he be partaker of it,..,. True believers

may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken,
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diminished, and intermitted... yet they are never utterly
destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith; that love
of Christ and the brethren; that sincerity of heart and
conscience of duty; out of which, by the operation of the
Spirit, this asurance may in due time be revived, and by the
which, in the meantime, they are supported from utter despair.ﬂ

Let me close with the following brief observations on |
my Christian pilgramage to the present., First, for me the
Christian life is a warfare, I do not identify very easily

with thoso Christians for anm life a bowl of cheeries

a2 Mg

s:Ln'@:e they be hb‘ﬁa Christian,® The Christian life is a warfare
Secondly, it is a pilgrimage. I have 2 hard time dealing with |
Christians who feel that they have arrived and are waiting

|
for everybody else to catch up with them, The Christian
life is a pilgrimmage., Thirdly, sound doctrine is = - indis-
—
|

~
pensable for*spiritual growth, Without doctrine the Christian
life is very shallow and has very little affect in the world,

Doctrine to me is what the laws of physics are to the engineer,

T VN AN o Ta M aTA S A = o2

“The engineer

cannot build a very solid bridgg unless he is well grourded

. J
3 bare Qscomaned WX 2
in thedry, Likewise the—Shristiam® cannot’-%-:m hi?chrlstian

life apart from being well grounded in Christian doctrine, |
whicedhon mewJemoanﬁuM ‘

Fourthly, beware of giving the impression that becoming a RS
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involves necessarily a dramatic crisis religious experience.

N, mao eurs Au<n«4a;Uﬂ s ol [Pracr et s Seced Paccd, Bt
ATy Acagr d tn o fn Sthns |
We are ﬁaf $ave y O re 1g10us experiences. We are saved

by the grace of God, apapt from experiences or works, through
faith in Jesus Christ.FbFaith is not a feeling. Nor is it
something that we can work up on ocur own, It is a giff of
b i Pramngh B lidne? &) Fed

God whichthe Holy Spirit creates in us? Faith means that we
accept as true everything that God has revealed to us in his
Word... but more than that it means a wholehearted trust
that God will forgive my sins and grant me everlasting life
out of sheer grace solely for the sake of Christ's saving
work on the cross. Or, in the words of the Westminster
Shorter Catechism, "Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace,
whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation,
as he is offered in the g&spél."é%giviﬁg faith is alwayx
accompanied by repentance. The important thing is not whether
you can remember & crisis experience sometime in the past.
The important thing is that you are now trusting in the Lord
Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord+ﬂ““*x e ? Q“J%

Gt o vw hizsun }f\ia%mnﬂa.._ + SRmngin

You have now heard something of my testimony, I would
encouzage you to go home this afternoon and write out your

testimony. It might be quite different from mine. GCod deals

with us dm diffeeent ways so that we, in turn, might be able

to minister the Gospel to btbhers like ourselves.
AMEN



