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ln The name o Tha RTher, and of The Sen, awd of
The Holy Spiert. Amen.

The Publicity of the Crucified

‘This inseription was read by many Jews, because the place where Jesus was orucified was not far
from the city, and the inscription was in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek." John 19:20 (NEB)

The inscriptinnlthat Pilate wrote read ‘Jesus of Nazareth King of the
Jews' and was fastened to the cross. It was written in three of the chief
Hebnan, badhon, e
languages of the civilized world because the many passers-by who would
read it had come from many different lands near and far. Crucifixion at
any time was one of the most public forms of death ever devised by the
depravity of the human mind. The condemned person didn't die in the

relative privacy of the execution chamber. He was exposed in the open air

to a lingering death in the full gaze of all the people who would come out
of the city for the free horror show. At the time of the Passover these
crowds would be not only unusually large but would include pilgrims from
most of the nations of the known world. That was why the inscription
over the cross was written in three languages.

When Jesus died he was where people were. The same could be said of
his whole ministry-- of his whole life. From the very beginning Jesus
was where people were. He was born in the parking lot of an inn. The
stable of an inn was where travellers parked their donkeys. There are few
places that are more public than a parking lot, whether we are talking
about the ancient or the modern version. At the age of twelve he made the
journey to Jerusalem with Mary, Joseph and so many other people that his
mother didn't miss him for a whole day after they had started home. She

thought he was with his cousins. When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan

he was baptized along with a multitude of men and women who had come
from all over Judea and Galillee to hear John the Baptist.
Throughout his ministry Jesus was where people were, in the crowded
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house in Capernaum, among the crowds in the street, in the market-place

on the mountain side, by the sea—shore, in the synagogue, in the temple,

preaching, teaching, comforting, casting out demons, healing, beering the
burdens of atF:ergqu fellawship with his
Father alone, but he never sought solitude for its own sake, but only with &
view Lo receiving fresh supplies of strength to evercome temptstion and
to serve his neightnnrsL. He literelly spent ol his energy on people, he

ptied himself in service to the point of exhaustion, 3o thal he could fall
asleep instantly on 1ying down in & boat and go oh sleeping even in a
violent starm st ses,
7. And when he died on the cross he was surrcunded by people. There
were the Jews who watched and read with protest the ingcription; there

were t!ue chief-priests; there were tl%‘?*'al\ﬁ?ers who actua?]g camed clut ) L e
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the dir ty erk' simply f::ui}crwmg orders; there were his mother ms
mother’s sister, and Mary of Magdsie; there was the spostie John; and there
WEere thewls crucified with himn, cne on either side. As in his
life, so alsu in his death, he was surrounded by pecple. Al sarts of people,
Goad peopie. Rough and secular pecple. Religious people. Criminals,
Pcehtmﬁ@ ?

<Because he laved them with & universal, ali-embracing love: Pilate

unwittingly gave expression to that universsl and all-embracingness love
of Jesus when he ordered the superscription of the-accusation of

. & .
Messiashiship be written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greeg )Jw

people, He loved his discipies, His love for his mother found utterance on

the crass, He laved his own netion: he wept over Jerusalem. As Dean Inge
e

pointed out, some of the rare tears that are recorded as falling from the

ryes of Jesus were tears of ﬁatriutism{b)But the ocean of his love swept

over the boundaries of family or netion. He loved &li pecple, good shd bad,
4 wall sprinlle V\mw*v\n’ﬁws L D e ne we't (4 i T u..,l[-;,“g
0wt tilaclt "h\*-otba.w: wil bhoerd |, Trwawtll twdanstoa .t




In the death-throes of his agony he remembered in Jove not oniy Mery and

John but his enemies: ‘Father, fargive them, for they know not what'theg

do’. The v\;ag he died moved not ahly his own Toved anes, .but even the pagan
L—W
centurian standing by, The power of this love not only wes, but is, the

most dynamic force in the waortd. There are millions of many different
reces, colors, and lenguages who confess with Isssc Wetls: ‘Love so
smazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my ali’,

E But this ]uv@i_a_?]_peom‘ewhich we see inJesus on the cross is hone |

“—-—-—"'_“'\“_F_’...,.
other than the lave that the Holy God has for the warld, The love that

Jdesus felt is not greater than God's love. It is not, as | use ta think, that it
is God the Father wha is haly and just and who hates sin snd must punish

it. And that it is Jesus who loves sinners and places himself, like some

third innecent party in between God's wrath and our sin. Nol Jesusispo . -
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less mlg and Just than the Father and he hates sin ne less. And God the

—— e ¢

father is no less loving than the desus we see dying on the cross. They are
one and the same God.
what 6 revelation this has caused in my thmkm T 1ErE wES Yery

[sawh prep “ashall U$T‘F :)
iittle good news in the religion of my youth” 1 grew up he ieving that Ged' s loa"n"‘"\

saving love was very narrovw, | was raised in s church that taught that o s
the world as & whole is going to hell and that only & {ew individuals will

be saved. Mast will ga te hell beceuse they never even heard af Jesus.

Romen Catholics witl go to hell kecsuse they don't irust in Christ alone as
Saviar {or so | was taught). Lutherans will be damned because they ble'lie'«e

in baptismal regeneration. Episcopstians will go ta hel) because they are o
bunch of ritualists. The main line denominations will go to hell because

they are &1 & bunch of liberals who deny the deity of Christ and the.vﬁlue

of his aloning death. When it ceme right down to it it was just our Jittle

sub~culture that was going to be the object of God's saving love. If yau
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didr’'t speak our langusge, you were probably lost.
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But as [ have prayed and read the scriptur'e_s and come in gregter

contact with Romen Cathalics, episcopalians, lutherens and other

Christiens | am convinced more then ever theat

- There's § wideness in God's mercy
Like the wideness of the ses;
There's a kindness in His justice
which is mare than liberty.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man's mind,
And the heart of the Eternal

s most wonderfully kind.

_#j I am convinced by the cross of Christ that God has chosen to save the

whole warld, even though some wiil be lest. The world is like a tree, God

. iy s o — e
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of . | am convinced on the basis of scripture alone that those who finally
make it hotme ta the Father will fulfil the infallible promises aof God that
his chosen people will be vaster than the sand on the seashore ar the slars
of heaven, | am convinced of this above &il because of the cross of Christ,
It ig the one who cried out an the cross, ‘Father, fargive them for they
khow not what they do” who from sll eternity has chosen & peopie to be his
very own and has come ta die for them end through his Spirit enables them

to believe and obey him and so be ssved, So the superscription thet Pilate

e

wrote on the cross in Hebrevy, Latin, and Greek speaks to meo e
- ——————

universality of the love of God for the warld,
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But, Jesus surrounded himself with people in life and in death, not

orly because he laves the whole human race in general, but also because he
..___.———-—’—“_"'-'—-"‘-——_.____

laves pegple individuallg._l)t i g festure of Calvinism, which | believe to

.
be & festure of true hiblicel Christianity, that Jesus died, not for
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humenkind in generai, but for particular men and women and children. It

weas the 0ld Testament prophets who first procisimed thet it wes not the

nation of I1srael s 8 nation that inherited the biessings af the covensnt,
but particular individuals of any and every netion who through the
experience of foith, repentance, and forgiveness were made members of

the cavenant, given the sigrn and seal af the covenant, and made heirs of

AL
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God's promises,

. [ .“ .
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The MNew Testament 15 all the mure clear, Not onlg did God so love the

worid that he gave his only begatten son that whosoever believeth in him
stiould not perish but have eternal 1ife. Bui Jesus comimeanded his disciples
to preach the good news o every creature, that is, to definite particular
peaple |

Far Paul, also the mgsterg nf the crogs of Christ was not only that

e s . —— e — T

‘he died for all’ fmd that ‘he oved the chiurch and gave hnnseif far it" but
thet 'he loved me and gave himself for me’, a particular individual. what
transfarms an individual is not the belief that God loved the world in
general or that Christ died for sinners as & whole, but that Christ died far
me.
‘Died He far me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?

Amazing lovel How can it be
That Thou, tny God, shouldst die for me?’

So the inscripticn on the cross in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek speaks to
me of the love that Jesus has for individuals in every tribe énd ngticn and

fongue.

fen't it interespg-that the first one to se the crucified Jesus

as King vas the pagan go ‘i1ate publicize the Lordship of
Christ in Hebrew, Latin, 4 ished so that &ll people could

read and unders Pilate didn't believe

o o I l‘u.l + e '
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“propaganda of the right

s

nadvertisement. Bul Pilete's resourcefulness in advertising ough
not to B¢ allowed to surpass that of the followers of Jesus. Aér‘ti‘e ng
peys, o< thg world of business knows. It was Jesus himsed who tgdd his

disciples th [ Are

they had much to learn from the wise of

Christians in the Reformed tradition as creative and fmaginatite in

creeds? There is not % wrong with propags

rt. There is too mifch of the w'rnng sort in the

world todsy and nat enoug\}

understand. Sa often we talk of\0rist fn sych religious jargon than the

average Greek or Roman in aur midg(

e

iy doesn't have the slightest fdea

vangelistic sermons using wards
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wf'ué-:-t we ‘a're ttﬂkin'g sbout., We preaf

riters and artists such 68 G 6har§ Greene, C.5,

‘ ;?ar and Fred Buechner who pumiciaithe\{:rucified in

the language of tie market-place which the average sophixticated and

secular man or Avo /an might understend. Heve you ever re} th:;'?\Read
Af

thern and leayh the languoge which so many secular pecple spesk, he

publicized /n Latin, Thal was the lenguage of engineering, politics, 1aw
and order Thank God for Christian sociclogists, politicians and law ers

who segk to publicize the crucified and impress the stamp of kingdatmn of




. oy

hun — :
(Pﬁa/t:;m’u'hlicized the crucified in Hebrew, Latin and Greek but a day is

coming when the same words which he wrote on the cross are going to be
sung around the throne, not only in Greek or Latin or Hebrew, but sung by a
great multitude of all nations and kindred and people and tongues in the
perfected language of heaven--"This is Jesus the King! Lift up your heads,
0 ye gates; and be ye 1ift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory
shall come in. Hail to the King!" Will our voices join theirs, on that great

crovyning day?

Onte him whe loved us, and washed us eeonn
Cev Swms e s owaw bled, el hety, L do wo
K—\uﬁs On @rleiﬁ enty Ged and Hes FaTias, i
hm Ba ‘3'0""3 avl dowainion for e ver o~k ever,
hnen



