A Living Sacrifice
A serman preached by the Revd. Theodore . Atkinson, pastor, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford,
- PA on Maundy Thursday, Mareh 27, 1986 Seripture Lessons: Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 116:12-19;
1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Marck 14:12-2¢

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

The imagery is bizerre to 20th century eyes. It's difficult for us to
undersiand that OT ceremany in which Moses splashed the people with
tlood and poured the rest out on the altar. Perhaps the simplest way to
understand it is to say that by that ceremony Isreel and God became blood
brathers and sisters. That ceremony points forwerd to Christ when he
raises his cup, shares it with his disciples, and says, “This is my blood of
the New Covensnt”. St. Paul, writing yesrs later explains what thet mesns.
“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of

Christ?” What does it mean to psrticipate in the blaod of Christ?

- === First-it-mesns that we share in-hisVife~ Furthe ancient™dewslife was
symbolized by bloed. Repeatedly in.the OT we read the staternent, "The
life is in the blood”. So when we participste in the servite of Holy
Comrmunion we say to God, "I waent to share in the life of Jesus. | want his
life to be in me. | went his life to fill me.” There's an old hymn that

expresses that desire.

“May the mind of Christ, my Savior,
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling
Al 1 do gnd say.”

Years aqo | read an article in Time magazine about Karl Barth when he
visited America back in the early sixties. Barth was the most influential
Reformed thealogisn of the twentieth century. But he wasn't merely an
agcademic Christian. He was filled with the spirit of Christ. The writer of
the Article described Karl Barth as & "Christ intoxicated msan®. I've never

forgotten that expression and think of it especially when | take the wine
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in Holy Communian. When we toke that cup we're participsting in the blood
of Chrigt. We're taking his intoxicating life into us. May each ane of us
pray as we receive the cup, "0 Lord, make me & Christ intoxicated person.”

Second, participation in the blood of Christ means that we share in his
suffering. Paul writes, "that | might know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings.” In Christ we see how
God suffers for the world. God lcweé the world so much he 'tﬂeeds far it.
God is like & Father who has & terribly sick child end he says, "I'd do
anything to make rny child well.” And thst's exactly what God does in
Christ. The cross shows us that God will do snything to make his children
well,

Because we've come Lo share in the sufferings of Christ we also want

to shere in making the waorld well. Our hearts also bleed for the worldend. . o

its vicience, it's hunger and poverty. Our hearts bleed for men snd women
who don't know Christ ar who ignore hirn and go down the ways of death.
Sa when we take that cup we're saying Lo God, "Lord, | share your suffering
for the world.” |

Third, participation in the blood of Christ means that we take our place
in the work and worship of the Church, the Body of Christ. Protestant
Christisnity suffers from an excessive individualism. There's a lat of "Me
gnd Jdesus” religion around; this feeling that we really don't need the
church. All we need is desus. Someone aeks, "Can | be @ Christian and not
go to church? Can | be & Christian and not be baptized ar participate in the
Lord's Supper?” That's like saying, "Can | really be married and not live
with my femily and eat with them?" | suppose it's possible but it
certainly deesn't sound like much fun and it certainly wouldn't be healthy

for & marriage.
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The Church is the Body of Christ. Christisns are members of thst Body.
we can't belong Lo Christ without belonging to his bedy. Can e leg be a leg
unless it belongs to the body? Cut off from the body & leg or an arm dies.
when the blood is cut off from sny part of the body thet part of the body
dies. We need the blood of Christ to flow through all the body snd to have
that happen we need to be connected to the Body.

And thst Body of Christ includes not only us on earth but &/7 the saints

wha from their labars rest.

0 blest cormmunion, fellowship divine!
‘We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all sre Thing:

Alletuial Alleluial

What & tremenous thought. As we take the cup and bresk the bread this

evening we're participating with aH the saints; your godly mother or
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fether; the builders of this 250 gear old chur r‘h the Dickeys’, the watts’,
the Ramseys’ and not only with them but also with the prophets and
apostles. "For we being many are one bread, and one hody: for we are al)
partakers of that one bread.” 5o when we participate in the Lord's Supper
we reaffirm our committment to the whole Church, the Body of Christ.
Finally, when we participate in the blood of Christ it mesans that
Christ shares himself with us. My mother's favorite hymn is, "What a

Friend we have in Jesus”. One of the stanzas goes,

Have we trials and temptations?
{s there frouble anywhere?
'We should never be discouraged- -
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
Canwe find & friend so faithful,
Who will 81l aur sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness- -
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

At the heart of the Gospel is the faith that God participstes in our
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- —————— Frignds, tonight” we renew our covenghit with God ™ The Tup that-we =

sorrows. God has come to us in Jesus Christ, in the body and the blood.
when we're tempted, when we're suffering, God doesn't simply send us his
Word from on high telling us to cheer up and be comforted. He colrnes to us
vieibly in Chris{, it the body and the blood. And he comes to us this
gvening, not just in Ward but in Sacrament, in what we can see and feel as
well as heesr. Cornmon bread and wine become for us the vehicles of His
real presence with us.
6. A. Studdert Kennedy said it this way in & poem,

How thirough this Sacrament of simple things
The great God burns His way,
I knew not-- He is there,
The silent air
Is pulsing with the presence of His grace,
#lmost | fes] a face
Bend o'er me 82 | kneel.

bless is & participation in the blood of Christ. The bread that we break is
g participation in the body of Christ. Let us, then, present curseives to
God as o living sacrifice. Take the cup with the intention to share in the
life of Christ; to share in his suffering for the world; to take your rightful
place in the church, the Body of Christ; Take the cup as one who wants to
let Christ share your griefs and sorrow.

“Behaold the blacd of the covenant.”

Let us pray: Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mersifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance

of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen,



