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Affronts, Insults & Indignities

& cermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister , Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, PA on Palm Sunday,
March 24, 1931, Scripture Lessons: lsaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:13-29; Philippians 2.3-11; Mark 11:1-
11.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND Of THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

t. Last Sunday, during Joys and Concerns, | announced that the trial was
near the end, that it would go to the jury on Monday. | continued that a win
wasn't 8 sure thing. We went into the lawsuit with the understanding that
we might not win. Nevertheless, we feit that we were in the right and so
we took the risk. When | said that 1ast Sunday | was actually very hopeful.
Our lavyers were wonderful, especially when they crass examined hostile
witnesses. It seemed as though everything and all the evidence veas in our
favor. In fact, on the fifth day of the trial, the judge asked 1o see the

lawyers at the end of the dau He to d L‘wurch Mutusl that he felt that Dxford

e i Tyt e

" vy et Tl b U

Fresbyterian Church was going to win the Gmt and they s hsuld cnnsmer an
out of court settiement. At one point during the trial, while the jury was
out, the judge seermed to express his own judgment in our fevor. "Somebody,
t don't know whao, but samebody in that company made 8 big mistake in
writing up that insurance policy.” It seemed that the only thing we really
had to think about was how big the settlement would be.

&5 it turned out it went to the jury on Monday. The jury delibersted on
Monday for about 2 hours without coming to & decision. On Tuesday they
continued their deliberations for another 2 hours. Finally they brought back
their verdict- in favor of Church Mutual and against us. Meedless to say, 've
had the rug pulied out from under me. Last Sunday | was so sure the verdict
would be in our favor and we'd be awarded enough money to completely build

aur church all at ane time.
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2. How did { feel when | heard that we'd lost our case? Wwell, when |
receive bad news | have 8 characteristic way of dealing with it. Something
within me anesthetizes me so that | don't feel anything. 1 feel numb. Later
the anesthesia wears off and | begin to feel the pain. Thig usually happens
at about 3 in the marning. | wake up in the darkness and | hurt and | cry out
silently Lo God who is present but hiding in the darkness. How bad did | feel
when the pain-killer ware of {7 | fell bad. | felt real bhad. | fell scared. |
fell depressed. | felt hope ebhing. How quickly our hopes are dashed.

3. Life is like a ocean. One moment we're floating along on calm seas or
at the crest of a wave and the sun is shining, cool breezes are blowing. The
next moment we're rushing down into the darkness of an abyss with the cold

waves crashing above us and our ship seems like its going to break up or be

swanwed up. Maybe it's the result of #hat the doctor tells us. Maghe it's
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beuause our marriage is fal hng apart I’Iagbe it's because our children our
beyond our command.

4. The first followers of Jesus knew all about these raller coaster
experiences. Think of how they must have felt on that first Palm Sunday.
Jesus came riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. It was warm and sunny. You
could see the lilies blooming and smell the daffodiis. The robins chirped
merrily. And the crowds were esmiling, laughing; both old and young. They
cut palms and placed them and their coats before him on the ground. They
shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David.” Peter looked atl Andrew with a broad
simile and says, "It laoks like the verdict is going to be in favor of Jesus.”

They'd spent nearly three yesrs with Jesus. He'd preached the Gospel,
healed the sick, raised the dead and ate and drank with sinners. Throughout
the Gospels, though, you sense that Jesus is on trial. The question keeps

coring up, "who is this Jesus?” Witnhesses take the stand. First, John the
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Baptist, then the man boary blind, and the woman who was healed with the
issue of blood. There's blind Bartimaeus who now sees and testifies to what
Jesus has done for fim. There's 8 man who once was a crippled beggar.
There's a waman from whom Jdesus had cast out seven demans. There's
Lazarus who was dead and buried and now living, breathing, laughing - no
longer afraid of death and dying.

One after another they take the witness stand and testify on behalf of

Jdezus. They're cross exarnined by the scribes and pharisees but their story

doesn’t change. And on Falm Sunday it 1ooks as though the jury is believing
their testimony. The disciples sense that the verdict is going to be in their
favor. Jesus will be acknowledged to be the Messish. Jesus will usher in
the Kingdom and establich God's rule on earth, painlessly, quickly. That

night - the mg}t m ihp nr°f F‘akm SLmdag the disciples must have slept
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peacefully, with gre at Lnntvnfmpnt - ’rhp;; were sa sure of whaf the final
yerdict would be.

Days later, hawever, after deliberating the jury brought back the verdict
of guilty. Jesus was found guilty and sentenced to death by crucifixion. He
was beaten with clubs. He was insulted. He suffered the indignity of
maocking. The disciples then remembered the words of the prophet isaiah,
“He gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to thern that plucked off the
hair: he hid not his face from shame and spitting.”

5. Mow, when things like this happen we long to know what it all means.
when the doctor says “cancer” it's not enough. e want to know whst that
means... what 1t will mean. When you go through the divorce, you're not
content with knowing merely what happened and the events that led up to
the event. You want to know what it all means and what it will mean for

you in the future,
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The Bible tells us not only what happened to Jesus, but siso what those
events meant. There's a big difference. When, for example, the Fourth
Gospel describes the first Palm Sunday event, the author adds these words,
At the time his disciples did not understand this, but after Jesus had been
glarified they remembered that this had been written about him, and that
this had happened to him." In other words, they realized that behind the
recorded events of that day, something else was going on ~- something that
was 1o change forever the course of human history, something that the
Spirit of the living God was working out in & hidden way.

The Gospel writers tell us that Jesus was tried, found quilly, and
crucified. That's what happened. But what does it mean. The Apostie Paul
tells us what it means:

 Christ Jesus... who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with Ged as sormething

Yo e Explainted, tit emptied Fimselftaking the formof-a slavesbéing bornin-hurnan likeness. -And bedng - - e e
found in hurnan form, he humbled hirmself and becamne obedient to the point of death - even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, S0 that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven ard on earth and under the #arth, and every tongque

shaitld confess that Jegus Chrrist is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

we need the facls to let us know what happened both 2000 years ago end
last week. But we need the reflections of the church to help us understand
the meaning hidden in those event.

6. what, then is the meaning of 1ast week's events? We lost the law-
suit. That's what heppened last Tuesday. But what does it mean? | got this
note last week which helped e understand what it means. The note said:

| krow we lost the case, | feel sad sbout it, toe! But, you know, we've gained something rnore
important from this. [iruly believe we will look back 3-10 yrs. from row and be glad this
happenad. We don't know why now, but God will show us his plan soon ensugh. [t's just
frustrating having to wait!

1t came to me that this new church is geing to mean alot more to us this way. We've niot only

been humbled, but as we look at zach brick it will say something to us we probably wouldn't have
heard before. 1M say, "I cost you more in hard work, but you aid e anyveay. 'mostanding
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here because of your faith. ‘We all stand her €, gide by side, one brick helding up the other . secure
in God's foundation - because 3l of you set such 3 good exarnple.”

Ancther person said this to me. ‘Mow, we'll have to learn what it means
Lo live by faith. Our church has slways had it so easy. We're the pldest
church in town. We used to ba the most prestigious church in town with our
steeple that could be seen for miles around. But now we've been humbled.
We've lost our church. We've lost the law-suit. Things aren't going to be
easy. Maybe we'll lose some peopla before it's al) over. But we're going to
be a sironger church. We're going to be a more faithful church. The new |
church is going to mean so much more.”

7. ‘what has this experience taught me? It's taught me something about
the nature of faith, of Christian faith. Faith is always risky. The law suit
was 8 risky thing. We weren't quaranteed to win. We took a step of faith.

s«fp prayed about it. Since hpfmp Advpnt snme nt us nut _nany, a;be 10ar
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IS each week, met on Sunday Pwmnq 1:3 pray ahmn the law-5uit and the
rebuilding prm:.ess. We didn't simply prag to win... we prayed for God's will
Lo be done. Real Christisn faith is s gamble. It's s risk. Just like our Jaw-
311t was.

8. The events of this last week have also made me appreciate more what
we believe, s Christiang about God... what, in fact, St Paul says in our
Epistle Lessan. Paul speaks of God hurmbling himself in order to make
himself known to us. God himself enters into the vrorld, so often full of
darkness and tragedy. God himself risked placing himself on trial and
losing.

The God we believe in as Christians is not a God who stands far off from
his world, aloof and distant from its problems. In Christ, we're dealing with

God who has entered into our hurnan situation, who became a human being
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and lived among us as one of us - who knaws at first hand what it's like to
be frail, moral and hurnan, to 1ose, to suffer and to die. God shares the

darkest moments of his people.

1 may this bounteous God
Thraugh all our Yife be near us,
With ever joyful hearts

And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,

and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills

In thic world and the next.

Let us pray: Alrighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the hurnan race you sent your Son
mur Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, snd to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the
exarnple of his great hurrdlity © Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of kis suffering, and alse
share in his resurrection; through jesus Christ our Lord, who Tives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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