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- Anather Gospel?
A sermon preached by the Revd. Theodore S. Atkinson at Dxford Frestyterian Church, Oxford, PA on
#??51101.1986. Soripture Lessons: 1 Kings 8:22-22, 41-42; Psalm 100; Salefrons 1 7- 78, Luke
In the Hame of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Have you ever felt like telling someone to qo to hell? You can tell & 1ot
about a person's character by listening to the langusge they use. Certainly
sormeane who has the Spirit of Christ doesn't lightly tel somebody to go ta
hell. That's why it's so suprising and out aof character to hear St Faul tell
& group of people to go to hell. He wrote, "If sny ane is preaching to you a
gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.” That
means, “Let him go to helll Let him suffer the divine curse in helll May he

be damned!”

_ Now Psul was g Christ-intoxicated. man. _He oncewrate,!'ve suffered.

the loéé of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that | right knc:w
Christ and the power of his resurrection, and share his sufferings,
becorning like him in his desth.” Paul's whole purpose in life wes to be
Christlike. So it seems & little out of character to hear Paul tell anybady
to go to hell. How could any Christlike persan say something like that?
But & Christlike person is sormeone who acts like Christ, who laves the
things that Christ loves and wha also gets angry with the things that
angered Christ. There's ane place in the Gospel accarding to St Matthew
where we see Christ really angry. Thet incident helps me understand
Paul's anger. Jesus was talking to the teachers of the Law and the
Fharisees, the suthorized interpreters of the 0.T. Law. Jesus said these
ren ‘tie onto people’s backs loads that sre heavy and hard to carry’. He

was talking about Jewish ceremonial laws. He says, "wWoe to you, teachers

~of the Law and Pharisees! You lack the door to the Kingdom of heaven in
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_ peaple’s faces, but you yourselves don't go in, nor do you sllow in those

wha are trying to enter.” He was saying thet when they require canverts to
keep a1l these ceremonial laws they sctuslly lack the door to the Kingdarm
of God for them. He continues with & scathing attack on these men and
concludes by saying, "You snakes and sons of snekes! Haw go yay expect
la escepe Iram heing cancemned o hells"

The people that Paul told to go ta hell were the same kind of people
warned abeut

that Jesus expectedtepeto hell. These peaple were really preaching a
gospel cantrary to all that Jesus said and did. They were saying that you

can't come Lo Christ just as you are. If you want to come to God you 77rs?
have to clesn up your act. Becorne & Jew! If you're & man, get circumcised!

Don't et bacont Don't touch lepers! Dan't teach women! Dan't hes) on the

- ==—3abbathl-Don't-asseciate-withtax-colectors-or gentiles! - Don't sit st-the

Lord's Table with gentiles aedess unless they become like us Jewish
Christisns, |

what if these people who preached ancther Gaspel had won the day
instead of Paul? ‘what if Paul had never writtern this letter? Think of the
consequences. Far are iragwornen would be second class citizens in
the church. We wouldn't have the benefit of Ann Beiley leading one of the
adult Sunday Schonl classes. Their would be ho wormen serving at the
Lord's Table. The leadership in the church would be totally male. That
other gospel, the gospel of Jewish legalism forbid thet sort of thing.

Secanoly, some of ug here this morning would probably be slaves
sitling in the balcony.‘ The world would still be divided between slave and
free. But the good news of Jesus Christ is thet he came to liberate us all.
Paul's letter o the Galatians has been called the Magna Carta of Christian

freedam. His letter unleashed a new spirit of freedam in the world that
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sti1l has not run its course.

Fhiraly, if Paul had not written these harsh words probebly #areof us
waould be here this morning. | dor't think any of us are de#s. None of us
keep & Kosher house. 1f Paul's opponents had won the day Christianity
would've remsained & srmall sect within Judaism. The door of the Kingdorn
of God would be locked to the vast meajority of people. Men and waomen
would still be truing to meet the Law's dernand in order to feel right with
God. So you can see why Paul wished anyone would ga to hell that put
stumbling blocks in the way of pecple coming to God through Christ. This
is deadly serious business with Paul. The destinies of men end wormen, the
destiny of the whole world was at stake.

The Gospel that Paul preached is still truly good news. He gat that

_TTgospel-from desus Christhimself. Hedidn't think it up himself” He didn't

get it from others. The Gospel he preached sccurately reflected the
attitude of the Jesus with see in the Gospels eating and drinking with
sinners. The gospel is the gacd news of what Ged has slready dene for the
whele warld, through Christ. Christ gave himself for our sins according ta -
the will of our God and Father.

But that ather Saspe/ is still with us. 1t crops up in every
gereration. I've spoken to men snd women who've dropped aut of church for
all sorts of reasons. Maybe they've gotten & diverce. Maybe they've become
&n alcoholic. Maybe they've discovered that they're gay. Maybe they just
aren't sure what they believe anymare. They think the church is anly for
people who are absciutely certain sbout all they believe. It's anly far the
perfect. If that's what they think they've listened to snother gospel, naot
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The church is hot & hatel for saints but a

hospital for sinners. The church contains the fellowship of sinner saints
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who trust that Christ gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the
present evil age.

Paul's opponents said, "Get rid of your sins and then came Lo Church®.
Now of course Jesus doesn't want us to wallow in the pig-pen. But he
doegsn’'t want us to wait until we clean up our act befare we enter the
cormmunity of his followers. Paul preached the Gaspel of Jesus Christ
which said,

Come ye sinners, poot and needy ,
Bruised and broken by the fall;
Jesus ready stands to save you,

Full of pardoning love for all.
Let not conscience rnake you linger,
Mor of fitness fondly dream;

All that He requires of sinners
Is to turn and trust in Him,

. T Onceintkdinburgh;Scatlend-the Revd Dr JohiDuncan wes celebrating

Haly Communian. He noticed & young women near the front of the
sanctuary with tears i,r’. her eyes. when affered the bread and the wine she
she shook her head ::rz and refused to take cornmunion. When Dr Duncsn
sav this he came from behind the communion teble, walked down the aisle,
took the bread from the elder and thrust it into her face saying, "Take it
lassie, it's for sinners.”

The Bread and the Wine this morning are for sinners anly. We aren't
perfect. We are forgiven. And in this Sacrament Jesus is present to
assure us of his love and acceptance. Take the bread! Take the cupl Teke
therm in remembrence that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Let us pray: Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Comrounion of the Body
and Elood of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemgption; and we pray that it may bring

us forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Araen,



