Are We Living in the Last Days?
A serman preached by Theodore S, dtkinson, pastor of the Dxford Presbyterian Chursh, Dxford, PA on
the 2610 Sunday after Pentecost, Novernber 16, 1986, Soripture Lessons: Malachi 4:1-6; Psalm 52 2
Thessalorians 2:6-13; Luke 21 :5-19,
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Are ve living in the l1ast days? Let me state categarically and without
any equivocation, as dogmatically and as emphatically as passible that,
yes, we &7¢ living in the last days. Wext Sunday, Christ the King Sunday,
is the last Sunday in the Church Year. In just two weeks the new Church
gear will begin on the first Sunday of Advent. We're living in the last days
of the Church Year. |t's, therefare, appropriate that the theme of all of our

Scripture lessons is the Last Days. The apragpe? Nelsch/s tells the

PeOpTE O e TNy d9y o God WhRTEh w111 bring judgment o 6vildoers and
blessings to the righteous. The Aseim which we sang cancludes with an
invocation o God to judge the earth. In our E£pisile Jessan Paul is
writing to Christians who believed so strongly that they were living in the
last days that they quit their work and lived in idleness, simply waiting
far the end. And in our Gespe/ Jess0m.desus speaks about the signs that
will accompany the end. Although parts of this chapter are very difficult
to understand Jesus clearly tells his disciples what we can expect se/ore
the End finally comes; what Jesus expects of us; and what He promises.

l. What can we expect befare the End comes?

We con expect 7eise messiens Jesus vwarns., "Take heed that yau
are not led astray, for many will come in my name saying, "I'm the ane.”
Human nature longs for Messiahs. ‘We long for a Mapoleon, a Hitler, a
Mussolini, a Jim Jones, or an Ayatollah Khomeini. We long for someone to

come and say, "I'm the One who can save youw." Sometimes entire nations



h

take on messianic pretensions and we confuse national self interest with
the Kingdom of God. Our great danger as Christians is that we'll begin to
follow other Messishs and Lords rather than the One who was Crucified and
0ze again from the dead.

We can expect F&ise prophels Many will come in Christ's name
saying, "The time is at hand.” Prophets, scientists, astrologers, even
ot et speaking in the name of Christ, have predicted the end of the
world throughout history in times of war, natu}ral uji,sas:ters, and strange

Jevusale

astronomical phenomena like comets. When the' Te;nple was destroyed in
AD 70, when Rome fell to the barbarians in AD 476, and as the year A0
1000 approached, and every time Haley's Comet came around, people were
saying in Christ's name, "The time iz at hand.” Don't listen to them. Dan't
be led astray. The great danger of every generation is o confuse historic
criges in history with the final crisis of history. Anyone who declares the
End to be imminent is a fraud.

We can aise expec! persecyiion snd merlydon. "They will lay

hands on you and persecute you and sorme of you will be put to death.”

religious, but the palitical, the economic, and the social. ‘Whenever and
wherever Christians bring the suthority of Christ to bear in a situation
they are liable to be persecuted and even martyred. A1l of us are familiar
with highly publicised cases of persecution of Christians in the Soviet
Union.  But persecution and martyrdom takes place all over the world.
Just a few years ago, Archbishop Oscar Romero, was martyred in EI
salvador because he bravely took his stand with Christ in his outspoken

support of the poor and oppressed of his country.  Even in our own nation

many of us can remermber how Dr. Martin Luther King was harrassed by the



FBI and jailed by the authorities becouse he dared to believe that "all men
are created equal and are endowed by their crestor with certain
inalienable rights” ‘We, Americans, need to be reminded that Jesus =aid
that we should expect to be persecuted before the End comes. Of course
we aren't to invite persecution by arrogance and narrowmindedness. But
could it be that we Americans don't suffer more persecution because we've
compromised our faith in Jesus as Lord and relegated our faith to the
purely private and spiritual realm?

. What does Jesus expect of us before the end comes? "This will be &

be & faithful witness to his Lordship in every area of life. He says that
Christians will find themselves living in & violent world or wars and
natural disasters. We'll find ourselves in prisohs and standing before
Kings and governaors.  And Jesus says that we are to use all these
cirstances as opportunities to bear testimony.”

.-ff:*g:(;r\?z;i# GF WEr He axpectis ws o be & wilvess o e Gaspel
af gesce When Jesus said thet wars and turmults must first take place
he didn't mean that it's futile to work for peace. The very reality of war,
Jesus says, gives the Christian the opportunity to witness for peace.
Peacemaking is the Believer's calling. That task will never be completed,
but in a world of wars and tumults Christians, of all people, must work far
peace and bear witness to the Prince of Peace.

A7 *;4;{;;’3(59& af e aEIE] Gisaslers Jesus expacts us ta besr
Wwitness g #is campsssian In 1976 an earthquake rocked Guatemals,
destroying buildings and killing people.  The Eastminster United

Fresbyterian Church in Wichita, Kansas was into a half-million dollar

building campaign when news of the disaster came. Instead of going
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forward with the addition to its church, the Eastminster congregation
voled to scale the project down to $180,000. Then the poeople agreed to
give $120,000 to help their distressed brothers and sisters in Guatamals,
Christians are not supposed to throw their hands up in despair in the face
of disasters. In times of earthquakes, famines, and pestilence Jesus
expects us to bear withess to his compassion.

SESYS sNpECE us o hear wilness fn prisens | recently read the
story of two prisoners. Liam, a 26-year old Catholic, was imprisoned for
IR& terrorist activities. while in prison he participated in a series of R4
prison strikes which culminated in the 1981 hunger strikes that claimed
the lives of 10 IRA inmates. After 55 days on the hunger strike and in &
coma, Liam was hours away from becoming the eleventh prisoner to die
when his mother ordered that he be fed i ntravenously. While recuperating
from the strike, he renewed & former interest in Christianity and started

q\mwst\ ’h*é tu yhees C(\-L.,«J(J\ LCUQQ(\—\,: P/\A./l—r\r\ 7(_/' Idwuilv'-.’
reading the Bibles Understanding from the Scriptures that he "cannot serve

two masters,” he realized that he had to choose between the violent Ways
of the IRA and the Way of Jesus. He chose Jesus. Soon after renewing the
faith into which he had been baptized, Liarm took the brave step of leaying
the Catholic dinner tables and walking over to eat with Protestant
inmates. He felt the love of God demanded this. He met Jimmy, &
Protestant loyalist and sympathizer with the Ulster Defense League.
Jimmy and Liam began studying the Bible together with other Christian
prisoners, and Jimmy renewed the faith into which he had been baptized.
Because Christians boare witness ssen in prison, Jdirmy and Liam are now
reconciled in Christ.

Gayarsars Last July 20t the Revd. Allan Boesa k, a pastor in the South



¥

T TtherwordofGad-atTthe-command ot the S gty God N imEn e hg will
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African Refortned church, was lesding a worship service in remembrance
of people his government has detained. As he spoke to the congregation he
saw police cars arriving outside. They jumped out, surrcunded the church
and stationed themselves at the entronce. Some came into the church led
by their captain, The caplain walked up the center sisle and came to the
pulpit. He demanded that pastor Boessk stop preaching. Beesak boldly
responded, "I will not stop preaching. You sit down snd listen to the word
of God."

He went on to bear witness, "l am & minister of the gospel. No
policemsn and no government official, no matter what his rank, has the
right to come into our church service, disrupt the service and demand that

I stop preaching. | will not stop preaching. | am in the church preaching

stop me from doing thet. [T you want Lo stop me from preaching in the
church of Jesus Christ, you will have to arrest me or gyou will have to kill
me.”

Friends, around the world today, behind the iron curtain, in Central
Armerica, in Korea, even in the towns snd cities of our own nation, there
are men and wamen who are standing before those in authority and bearing
faithful witness to Christ as Lord. Let us pray for them and ask God tao
give us grace to speak boldly for the Lordship of Christ.

. ‘what does Jesus promizses to those who bear faithful withess and
endure to the end? Ae pramises io give vs wisdam in wie! we 58y
WhICh mane ol aur saverssries Will he shile o wilhsisnd or
cayireaiel end He pramises, Wel & helv al your hesd wili
periss "

"fes, some of you may be killed”, Jesus says, "but not a heir of your
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head will perizh.” The Apostle Paul relied on thal promise when he wrote,
"I am sure that neither desth, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, hor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
Gad in Christ Jesus our Lord.” "The one who walks with Christ may lose

his life but he can never lose his soul {(Barclay).”

And niow, to surmarise, when Jesus speaks about the end of the world
he tells us that until the very end we can expect false prophets and false
messiahz who try to lead us away from the Crucified and Rizen Lord. He
tells us we can expect persecution and even martyrdam to the very end. He

tells us that he expects us to bear withess to Christ as Lord to the very

- endTAndhepromises to-protect-usand-give-us-wisdom-to thevergemy ————————"—

And so we come again to our opening question. "Are we living in the

last days?” Jesus tells us that that's not really a question thet needs to
concern uz, what we really need to be curu:ernij about iz not when the End
will come but that we endure and be faithfwAChrist as Lord to the very

End.

Let us pray: Almighty God, give us grace to endure as faithfin followers of Christ the Lord; to bear
witness to his Sovereignty over all of life and in every situation; so that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glerious majesty to judge both the Tiving and the dead, we may rise to the life
irernortal; thecugh him who Wives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Arnen,
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