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"Beticld, | atn Coming Soon”
A serrnon preached by the Revd. Theodore S. Atkinson at the Oxford Presbyterian Church on the seventh
Sunday of Easter, May 11, 1986, Soripture Lessons: Acts 16:16-24; Psalm 97; Kevelafion
DR FE-TH, F6-17, 24 John 17:20-26.
In the Mame of the Father and of the San and of the Holy Ghast. Arnen.

As Christisns we confess thet Christ will came agai.n. During the
periods when the Church hes been comfortable and prosperous, this hope of
Christ's return has become dim. For @ peried in the early part of this
century it became very unfashionable even to mention the coming again of
Christ. This was left to the smaell sectsrian groups oh the fringes of the
Church. For many in the main-line churches this was & crude and
unnecessary helief. Yet this belief has never been entirely abandoned. [n
the Confession of 1967 our church reaffirmed its belief in the Return of

Christ. ‘We confess that "In the puwer of the ris en Chr]’“t and in the hape

of his caming the church sees the pramice of God s renewal of human life
in society and of God's victory over all wrong.”

That's what the church confesses but what do / personally believe? |
helieve that Jesus 7scoming as St John wrote in the Book of Revelation.
The Bible is replete with statements of the personal, bodily, visible return
of Christ to earth. "Behold, | am coming soont” he avows. Let's take &
closer look at what the church confesses aboul the coming of Christ.

/. Firsl, we helieve lhsl Jesus s &ireedy fere. Before he
sscended into heaven he assured his disciples, "Lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” He promised that where two or three of his
disciples are gathered in his name Lol There am | in the midst of therm.”
St Paul wrote, " Rejoice. The Lord is at hand." The Lord's slready right
next to you. He's present here and now. Once was the grest missionary

David Livingstone was faced with cerlsin ambush by & tribe of hostile
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natives he almost turned back from bringing the gospel to them. But then
he wrote in his diary, "Felt much turmaoil of spirit in view of having all my
plans for the welfare of this region and teeming population knocked on the
head by savages to-morrow. But | read thet Jesus came asnd said, Lol am
with you always even unto the end of the world. It is the word of &
gentleman of the most sscred end strictest honor” Becsuse he helieved
that Christ was really slready present with him he pressed on.

= Secandiy, he Church b&lieves (hel! Christ cames (e 48
meny limes lraughoul aur Jives.

& He comes o us In lhe presching of ihe Ward of God He
says, "Behald, | stand st the door and knack. If anycne hears my voice and

apens the doar | will came in to them snd sup with them and they with me.”

“have ears to listen and to respond Christ comes to us.

& Lhris! cames i ws In lhe sacremenls. This marning Jesus
catne 1o us in the sacrament of besplism. He catme and took Drew in his
arms, blessed him and promised to clesnse him by his blood. | anly baptize
with water but Jdesus Christ comes and baptizes with the Holy Spirit.
Christ also comes to us in the sacrement of the Lord's Supper. The early
church prayed st their Communion services, "Maranathal Come, Lord.” They
invoked the coming of Chrigt in the sacrament which pointed forward to
his coming st the end of the waorld. Holy Communion isn't simply &
memaorial of his death. Christ comes to us in the Sacrament. We truly
receive Christ and feed on hirn in faith. _

C. Jesus comes 1a us incagnila, lhraugh alher people snd
axperignces. He says, "wWhoever receives one of these little ones inry

name, receives me.” He says, "Truly, truly, | say ta you, he who receives

preaching of_the Word_ of God we hear_the voice-of_Christ.end-if we— — - o
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any one whorm | send receives me." He comes to us in the imprisoned, the
naeked, the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, end the strenger. ‘when we
minister to them we're really ministering to Christ incognito. And one day
we hope Lo hear him say to us, "Inesmuch as you have done it until one of
the least of these rmy brothers and sisters, you've dane it unto me.”

So in & real sense the coming of Christ is reslized in our present life.
Christ is always present with us and he comes to us in the presching of
the word, in the sacraments, and incognito, in ather people.

S THIraly, 1he Church canfesses Lhel Charist will ceme 6g6&7n
gl lhe end af the war/ad Between Pentecost and his final return,
Christ's presence and his coming can be seen and heard through faith alone.

Millions are unable Lo see Christ in the wretched of the earth. Millions

~don’t sense that Christ.is_present recognise him.as Lord, .

5o the church prays, "Come, Lord Jesus!”. We pray thet the Christ who's
slready present with us and who comes to us throughout our lives will
finally come so that a1l will see him. We pray that the rule of Christ thet
has already begun in our own individuals hearts will begin in the hearts of
every one. We pray for the total triumph of the love of Ged in Christ and
the ultimate disappearance of every evil power that's haunted human
history.

Who is this One wha's coming to repay every one for what they've dane?
It's none other than Jesus; the seme holy face, the same pierced hands, the
same graf:ious yoice, as long ago. It's the same Jesus who condermned the
grrogant, the selfish, and the merciless, but who welcomed every single
person who was humble encugh to accept the Father's grace. It's the same
Jesus whose presence, forgiveness and healing power we've Known

throughout our lives. Therefore we can say with our Confessian of 1967,
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“All who put their trust in Christ face divine judgment without fear, far
the judge is their redeemer.”

Let us pray: Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ascended into heaven
where he sits at your right hand: Mereifully give us faith to see that, acoording 1o his promise, he is
present with his Church ar earth, even to the end of the ages. And give us grace to wash our robes that
in the Tast day when he shall come again bringing his recompense, to repay every one for what they
have done, we may have the right to the tree of life and may enter the City of Gad; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




