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Born Again Presbyterians?
A serman preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister , Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, FA on the seosnd
iu?ﬁ% inLent, March 11, 1930, Scripture Lessons: Genesis 12:1-4a; Remans 4:1-5, 13-17; John
. .. in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

It going to say two wards, snd the morent | say these wards | want
you to see a face - to recall a face and & natme - someone whao comes Lo
your mind when | say the wards. Are you ready? The waords are “born
again”. Born agein. Do you see a face? | =ee a face.

I eee the face of & high schaol zenior, the oldest of six children. His
father is o dairy fermer and his mather, a high-school English tescher. His
family hes worshiped in the same small central Pennsylvanie town since
the 1700s. His father and mother sre elders. His grandfather was an elder
for forty cansecutive years, back when the anly time you roteted off the
zegsion was when you died. Jamie was baplized as a child in that church |
and confirmed when he was in aightf'unérade.'

Bul something happened Lo him his senior year. He went to a meeting
with & friend where the preacher zpoke with an open Bible in his hand fram
Jdahn 3:3, "You must be born again.” "It doesn't meke any difference how
tmaty generations your family have been church members. Baptistm and
qoing to church don't make you a Christian. Morality doesn't make you &
Christisn. You must be born again.” Jamie trembled with fear and
excitement. Hed he been born again? He wanhted to make sure. He
responded to the asltar call and his life really changed.

He began to read his Bible., to pray, and to have a new awareness aof
others. He wented to talk to others in the church about the Bible but most
didn't want to. He becarme discoursge and angry with his church, "why
don't you presch on new birth?" he angrily asked his minister. Church

mermbers began to feel uncomfartable around Jamie. They felt he didn't



believe they were really Christians.

when | hear the word "born again” | see Jamie's face. But | also see
other faces. | see the face of a little baby girl with wispy, blond, curly
hair. She's wearing a white lace baptismal gown and she's held by her
father before @ marble baptismal fant. The minister takes the child in his
arms, pours water on her head in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit and prays, "By the power of your Spirit, bless this
water, that it may be a fountain of deliverance and rebirth. Wash away the
sing of her who is cleansed by it. Raise her to new life, and graft her to
the body of Christ. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon her, that she may have
power to do your will, and continue f_nrew"er”in the risen life of Christ..."

Then the minister speaks to l;:ig;h;w “Eu\-:joesn't understand a word he
says. "Hﬁeﬁa:ﬁust 85 youlre parents gave you physical life, God's Spirit
gives you a hew birth through Jesus Christ. God loves you, even though you
can't yet understand, believe or do anything to earn God's love.”

when you hear the ward "born again” does it also include the face of
this little baby?

when | hear the words "born again® | see another face. | see the face of
Eill, & thirty-five year old father of two girls. He's a high-school math
teacher with a sharp analytical mind. He's a thinker and doesn't find it
easy to express his feelings. In fact, most of the time, he doesn't even
know what he's feeling. He hasn't been to church since he 1eft home for
college. The modern scientific world view just didn't seem to leave any
room for religion.

But his daughters have started to go to Sunday School with friends. One
daughter brings home from Sunday School a modern translation of the Bible
and puts it down on top of the Sunday paper lieing on the coffee table. She
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runs upstairs to change her clothes and play. A little later Bill sits down
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in his easy chair to read the Sunday paper and sees the Bible. He picks it
up, flips through the pages, comes to the Gospel of John and begins to read.
He's fascinated. He continues to read *hroughout the afternoon. A whole
hew world opens before him and he wants to know maore sbout it

Mext Sunday he comes to church, an ordinary Presbyterian church, and
continues to come ook after week. One Sunday, after the service, he asks
the minister, matter of factly, without a touch of emation in his voice,
"How da | join this church?” “well, we have new member classes.” Bill
attends the new members classes and is received into the church on
profession of faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and %,?iilf_ruﬂ? Lf‘a\elr“ O 2 L
uncomfaortable talking about his religious experience but he's entered &
whole new world and senses he has new life through Christ.

| see other faces when | hear the words "born again”; people who've
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grown up in the church, have never had a dramatm religious experience, yet /

trust in Christ and want to serve him... o o eart ‘““”"‘f_
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Many of us, however, have identified bemq born again with a particular
kind of religious experience that's fareign to what most of us have
experienced. When you hear the words "born again” you see only the face of
someane who you feel looks down an you as a poor, cold, formalistic,
traditionalistic Presbyterian.

And yet Jesus says, "You must be born anew.” We can't see or enter the
Kingdom of heaven unless we've been born again. It's an absolute necessity
for everyone, Jesus says. How does it happen? That's what Micodemus
ssked. "How can these things be?" Jesus doesn't give a straight answer.
instead, he talks about the wind blowing. "The wind blows where it wills.
You hear the sound of it but you don't know where it comes fram or where
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ite going. Sois every one who is born of the Spirit.”

The new birth is the work of God's Spirit. The Spirit of God can't be
contralled by us. "The wind blows where it wills” not where we will,
Though we can't manipulate the Spirit, there are three ways that the new
life of the Spirit is ardinsr/7y cammunicated to us; through baptism,
faith, and Holy Cornmurion. These are the three ordinary ways. That's not
to say, however, that God's Spirit can't communicate new life in ather
ways. The Holy Spirit can't be so tied to baptism that you can't be horn
anew without baptizm. MNor does baptism guarantee the new birth the
Spirit freely gives apart from o sincere faith in Christ., Our Romean
Catholic brothers and sisters would emphasize baptism and holy

cormmurion as the primary ways God communicates the new life in Christ,

Protezstants emphaeue farfh m Christ as Lord and S awor And c|et t:c-th

Rarman cnmomh and Protestants believe thet baptism, Tmth and Huig

Lormmunion are the ordinary ways God comrunicates the new life to us.

The important thing is not wades or Aewethe Spirit gave you new life.
The important thing is that you have new tife.. that you trust in the God
shatm we kKnow through the desth and resurrection of Christ, the God who
gives life to the dead.

[ cn:nnecnne wanls o khow if gyou're a born again Christian, what will
zaly’ //Drm be mmmdatud by people who try to make you feel that you're
not really born sgain unless you share their kind of conversion experience.
If you have & faith in Jesus Christ that works, you've been born again, 1f
you cen gee the Kingdom of God in this world and have a desire to enter in
and help Lo build it, you've been born again.

Breathe on re breath of God

Fill us with life arew,

That we may laeve what thou dast Tove,
And dio what thou wouldst do. Amen,



Prayers of the People

Our God, how great you arel On the first day of the week we cornmemorate your creation of the
world and all that is in it. Thank you for the Tight which wakes us morning by morning, and for that
greater light which shines in Jesus Christ.

Our God, how great you are! On the first day of the week you raised Jesus frorn the dead. Raise us
with him to a new quality of faith and life.

Our God, how great you are!. Again on the first day of the week you sent your Spirit on your
disciples. Do not deprive us of your Spirit, but renew him in us day by day.

e thank you for how the wind of your Spirit is blowing throughout the world. e hear the sound of
the wind of the Spirit in South Africa, Central America, Europe, Asia, MNorth and South America. How
surprising are the events that happen every day. We thank you for your promises in the bible to
sprinkle the nations with clean water and give to us a new heart and rvind and will. e thank you for
your plan to bless all nations through the descendants of our father Abraharn. 'We thank you that we can
have assurance of your grace through Chrrist. Thank you for your gracious will to create new heavens

and new earth. gjﬁ} ik J?)L ‘-Cv\
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