Christ’s Mission and ours

A zermon preached by Ted Atkinzon, ITindster, Oxtord Fresbyterian Chuich, Oxford, FA on Chriat the King
Sanday, Novetnber 21, 1993, Seripture Lesacna: Ezekiel 3d:11-16, 20-24; Ephesianz 1:15-23; Matthew
23:31-46.

IN THE NANE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIEIT. ANEN.
Last weelk cur senior high vouth group met at the Broad Street. Community
center. [ heard that the boys chose up sides for basketball and left out the girls.
That didn’t make the girls very happy. Maybe the guys were afraid the girls would
toat them. Well, Jesus tells us that at the last judgment all the nations will be
catherad tefore him and he'll choose two teams. He doesn’t separate them
according to thedr race, nationality, financial status, or gender. He separatec them
on the basis of how they've responded to the least of Christ's family members.
"Truly 1 tell you, just as yvou did it o one of the least of these who are members of

;

my family, you did it to me”

W are the least of Chrlsts tamdly ¢ 1§ believe that God has a spectal love Do
the homeless, the hungry, the naked, the refugee and the prisoner regardless of
their nationality or religion. And all people have a recponsibility to minister to
these pecple. But I don't believe that Jesus was referring to poeor people in general
when he spoke of the "leact of these my family members”

Fead the Gospel of Matthew and you discover that wherever Jesus uses the
word "Tamily member” he's nol referring to all people in general. He's referring to
his disciples. Jesus assumes his disciples will t»e poor. In this story the Risen Christ
iz saving, "My dear hungry, thirsty, naked, homeless, and itnprisoned brothers and
sisters, do you know that you have an immenss significance in my Father's plan o

cave the world, Do wou know that the nations of the world will be {ndged by their
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response to you?”

Here's one illustration of what Jesus was saying. Most of us are familiar with
the story of the Philippian jailer found in Acte 16 The yvouth choirs presented a
performance based on this story several yvears age during the morning worship
service. Faul and Silas are imprisened in the city of Philippi for preaching the
cospel. At midnight an earthquake shakes the prison and the doors of the cells
open. The frightened jailer is about o kill hitnself becanse he {ears his prisoners
have escaped. But just then he realizes that Faul and Silas are still there He sees
thern and cries out, "What must [ do 1o be saved?” "Belleve on the Lord Jecus

Christ and you shall be saved and your whols honsehaold,” they say. He belizves,
He washes their wounds. He brings these strangers inte s hotne and feeds thetn.
He and his entire household are baptized that night. When the Son of Man comes
Aol dtioebely wills Wie Dody angels e will oo al e Phiilippdan jatter, his wils and
children and sav, "I was hungry and you fed me. I was in prisen and yon visited
me. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to Paul and Silas, my brothers, you did it to
me.* Salvation came to that family becauss of the way that jailer responded o
Christ's brothers itnprisoned for their feariess preaching of the gospel.

Jesue has placed ns in the world to carry on his ministry. When we follow him
faithfully we may very well becorme hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, and imprisoned
for his saks.

When I was in junior high Auca Indians Killed five miccionaries in the jungles of

Ecuader. The story of their martyrdom had a profound effect on my lite. My sister
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gave me, Jungle Pilof, a biography of Jim Eliot, one of the five missicnaries killed.
At that timme in my life [ wanted o be an Air Foree pilot like my brother. But when
i read the story of Jitn Elliot [ dectded T wanted to be a missionary pilot. 1 watited
to combine my dreat of Leing a pilol with a desire to fake the gospel of Jesus
Lhirist to pecple who'd never higard of him. T went to Wheaton College because
that's where Jim Eliot had gone. My freshman year | lived in Eliot Hall, named
after hirn. Eventually I gave up my dream of becoming a missicnary pilot. Butb ene
of the things firn Eliot said has stayed with. He said, "Who would not gladly give up
whal e cannot kKeep, in order Lo gain what he cannot 1ose” Jim Eliot’s passion in
lite was fiot o get a good 10b and make lots of meney. His passion in lifs was to
bring the good news of salvation to people who didn™ Kiiow abont Jesus, Asit

turned out, he was killed in the attempt.
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ol hats oot where the story ends. Hiz wife, Elizabetly, went back to tis
Ecnadoran jungles and made confact with the men who killed her husband. She
lived among the Auca’s. She learned thelr langnage, ate their food, lived in their
thatched huts. She wags 3 stranger and they took her in. As a result, those Aunca
Indian’s received Christ through receiving het.

When we hear the story of the Sheep and the Goats, the primary question it
puts to us is not, "What more can I do to help hungry and naked and thirsty and
inprisoened people? That's a good question. But it's a gquestion that presupposes
that we intend to remain in control of ur wealth. The question the story of the

sheep and Goats puts to us is a far more radical question. It's, "How can I and my
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children, members of Christ's family, become poot, hungry and thirety fof the sake
of the worlds salvation? Am T willing to allow mvself and my children to become
imprisoned, like Paul and 5ilas of like the {amily of Cortie Tety Bootn in World War
[T Am T willing to become a stranger like Elizabeth Eliot, so that men and women
cutside the kingdomn tmight receive Christ?”

sonnd extreme? Sound radical? Itis! If's not the question we vsually put io
our children. What parents wants their children to grow up to be hungry, naked,
sick, homeless and imprisonad? That's the last thing we want for them We want.
Lem Lo e suctessful. As g00d Americans we want to do all we can to assure that
theyli become healthy, wealthy, and respectable.

I cerfainly want my sons to be successiul but that's not what I desire most for
them. [ want them to be so utterly committed to Christ that they will use their
Lalenits and abilifies most ellectively [0 Chirist and his Kingdom 2o thatl the wotld
might be saved. If they become doctors, I hope they give a significant portion of
thelr time and energy to healing poot pecpls who can't afford health care and to
refuse to perform medical procedures which destroy lives. If they becoms
lawvyers, to oive a significant amount of their titne and energy to delend people
who have 1o one else U defend them and 1o do this as a Christian, not st as a
mmanitarian, If they becormne scientists, Lo give significant time and energy to
research ways for hungry people o be fed. If they becotne bankers, 1o become like

George Bailey in Frank Capra’s tmovies, I¥s a Wonderful Life whose Building and

Loan business enables countless ownspeople to own their own homes. If they



becotne politicians, to become like Mr. Smith in Mr. Staith Goes to Washington, who
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fights for what's right and stands up against the powerful even if it means not.

detting elected again.

0
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But if that's what we want for our sons and danghters, we adnlts have got to
start modeling that Kind of life style. They need to see that money. clothing,
health, home, and aocial standing in the community isn't what’s most important to
us. We must model the Kind of behavior that shows cur chifldren that we're willing
to lose all or even 2o to jail for the sake of Christ

hiz morning six children are 2oing Lo be adopted into Christs family. Joanna,
Daniel, Galen, Scot. Megan, and Allison will become the newest brothers and sisters
of Jesus Chirist through the sacrament of baptism. Jesus says thal the nations of the
world will be judge according to how they receive one of the least of these who are

wect of Lhriets farnily Let’s teach and nurtare these children and all our
children Irom their sarliest age that God wants to use them and us to bring Chrst
to the world, That's the mest important goal in life, te bring Christ to the world
It’s not to get rich or to be well dressed and have a nice house. There’s nothing
wrong with those things in thernselves bul Chiristians can't make those things our
life goals. We'te called 2 bring up these children to offer thetnselves and all that
they have for Christ and Christ’s kingdotn, risking hunger, thirst, imprisenment,
exile so that the world might be saved when the Son of Man comes in his glery, and
all the angels with him.

Lot ua pray: Almighty and averlasting God, whose will it is to restore all thingz in your well beloved
Son, the King of Rings st Lord of lerds: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved
by 2in may be freed and brought together under his moat gravious rule; wha livezs and reignz with you and
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the Holy Spirit one God, tow and for ever. Amen.



