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Converted at Every Revival

A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Preshyterian Church, Oxford, Pa on the 18th
Sunday after Pentesost, September 17, 1989 (at Oxford High Schosl). Sor irture Lessons : Hosea
4:1-3, 51366, PSdIm T71-20;1 Tlmothg 1:12-17; Luke 19:1-10.

N THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Fred Speakman, s Presbyterian Minister, once talked sbout one of his
horme town's mare colorful citizens, an ald sinner called "Guv'ner”
Randolph. No one remembered who }first called him "Guyner” but everybody
used it mockingly because he was the town bum. Little was known about
him. The old Guv'ner was simply there. He was ss much s part of the
scenery as the old hotel or the Presbyterian Church in the center of town.

Mo one knew where he carme frarm or when or whet trajedies had led him
ta becarme the old derelict that he was. Every marning you'd find hirm
leaning against the Post Office, greeting peaple with crude vulgarities and
srmusing comments on current 'events. In the coffee shop people would
g— se~=Qugtezthe-old Govinar with-mock respect. “Did you hesr whist: the Guy'ner
| said about the Russians? What were the Gay'nor's comments on the

econainy this morning?”

Mobody ever thought to look at Guy'ner Rendolph end wander whet kind
of & person he must have once tieen, what ambitions he rmust have had once,
whether the old man had ever been in love or held 8 job. Could he ook back
and remernber the touch of anyane in affection or the lock of anyane in
respect? MNobody knew and nobody cared enough to ask.

Bul sometirmes Guy'ner Randolph stepped out of character. Every Spring
there'd be a revival and the Guv'ner would be converted at every revival.
The news would flash all over town fram the newstand Lo the barber shap,
‘I hear the old Guv'ner's got religion again.” It became & joke. And sure
enough there he'd be out an the street, clean-shaven, his shirt pressed,

wearing s tie. And he wouldn't be slouching. He'd stend tall and look
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peaple right in the eye ond greet them with o smile, his blue eyes
sparkling. This would go on for a few days, never more than a few days.

You could alnost watch the press go cut of his clothes, the slouch come
back into his shoulders. You could watch the stubble come back on his
chin, and the little blue lights go out in Kis eges. And he'd begin ta limp
wisibly before the mocking townspeople: "Have you said your prayers yet
this marning, Guv'ner?” "How many days has it been navw, Guy'ner?”
“Understand you're taking up preaching, Guv'ner.” "How long do you think
it's guing to last this time, Guv'ner?”

That would do it every time. In no time at all they'd beat the poor old
tan back into the gqutter with their cynical comments. In & few deys he'd
be back it character. And then, later, in the coffee shop the maore

upstanding citizens would °1p their coffee, srmle wisely, and qau, "You

Wk‘n"o"\??”lt §a r"’“nnu thmq abnut renglon You take the old Guv ner nc:w he's

keck it the gutter and yet if & revival hits town this winter, he'll be there
big as life.” }

But the problem wasn't that the Guy'ner got converted at every revivel;
the problem was that the town didn't get converted. And they didn't get
converted because ‘me\;«f didn't believe, and they wouldn't et the Guv'ner
believe, that e man, & women, & child can reslly ke chenged by the Good
News of Jesus. They didn't believe that they had shything to do with the
Guv'ner's canversion ar his return to the quiter. It wes the failure of
religion, they thought. Many of us are haunted by the suspicion that we
can't be changed.. not much and that we have nathing to do with the change
of another ar of society. We are what we aré. There's no way out of the
ruts were in. The mold is set. somehayr we've missed something right et
the heart of the Christien faith, that Jesus came inta the warld to save
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sinners.

- This past week at least three members of our church went farward st
the invitation of Steve Wingfield to ask Christ into their hearts. | say, at
teast three. There may've been more. | estimate that more than a hundred
of you attended ot least one service. How many of you, in the privacy of
your owrn hearts, renewed your faith in Christ?

Maybe you've been thinking shout &ll those people who've made
decisions for Christ and you're wondering, "will it 1est?" Maybe you made
& decision and alresdy you've averhesrd people saying, "Did you hear about
so~and-so? They got converted. How'lc-ng do you think it's going to last?”
Maybe you've even heard s discouraging voice within yourself saying, "it
won't lest.”

I've heard that voice many tnnes I can't remember & trme that l dn:lnt

= e St eE U 6% my Crawwr but I do rermember the first time I madp a
profession of faith. | was maybe about six yeers old. Did it last? Yes and
Na, because since then I've had many ups and downs as a Christian. I've

~ suffered agonizing defeats in the Christisn life but I've alsa known times
af almost caurageous aﬂegiance to Christ. There've been times when I've
fallen into serious sin and |'ve wondered, "How can | be & Christian?” and
then f've returned to the Lord or the Lord has searched me aut. Those
wards fram Hasea are toa often true of e, "My love far Christ diseppesrs
as quickly as morning mist." And sa, ke Guy'ner Randolph, | need ta get
converted at every revival, | |

what I'm saying is this: we can't follow Jesus today on the strength of
the decision we made several deys ago, ar several years ago. Over half the
members of the average Presbyterien church are inactive. why? | believe
mast were sincere when they stood before the congregsticn snd said, "I
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rencunce Satan and | turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as my Sevior.”
What happens to them? Somewhere along the way they failed to realize
that they need to renounce Saten daily and turn to Christ.

Conversion happens, not only at the beginning of the Christian life but
Lirme and agein as we realize we've erred and strayed from Christ's weys
like lost sheep. | recently hesrd a man say, | received Christ as my
personal Savior when | was eight years old but rmy mind wasn't converted
until  got to college. For s long titne | thought that as long as | had Jesus
b didn't really need the Church. But | wes converted again when | began ta
understand that the Church end the Sacraments were instituted by Christ
to help me grow in my relationship to him snd others. Then | began to be
disturbed by the homeless, the poor, the appressed, and the cutcsst and |

knew | needed to be cmwerted again. As | became rrore aﬁluent the Lord

A R T that my wallet needed Lo be rcuwerted Mg whole hfe he sald :

“has been a series of conversions as | continue Lo discave

s

Lord of every area of life."

Everytime we meet for worship, every time we receive Holy
Comraunion, every tirme a baby is haptized, or & young person is confirmed
God intends a revival to happen and he wants us to be converted st Bvery
revival. Every Lime we see victim of injustice or racism God wants &
revival of courage and faith to take place in us and he wants us to be
canverted at every revival. I'mnot talking about good resclutions.
Resclutions are never kept. I'm not talking about gritting our teeth and
clenching our fists in our determination to live for Christ. Christians
don't make resolutions. ‘We make vows to Gad in response to his love for
us in Christ. We don't clench our fist and grit our teeth in determination,
we bow our heads in prayer. Each new dey we renew our vows 1o turn from
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sin and turn to Christ, by the grace of God, end if those vows are broken by
everiing thank God, he's promised to be there to forgive and help us pledge
gllegiance to him all over again. Amen.

Let us pray: Great God, our heavenly Father, revive us again. Fill each heart with your love; May
each soul be rekindled with fire from 3 bove, Through Christ our Lord. Amen.




