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The scribes were & group of biblical scholars within the one of the
strictest sects of Judsism, the separatist Pharisaic party, They were
discavering, more and more, just how different Jesus was from
themselves. Here was & man who intentionally touched lepers, thus
making himself rituslly unclesn. No pharisee would do fhat. He
proncunced the forgiveness of sins, The pharisees saw this as blesphermy.
Jesus ate with tax-collectars and sinners. The pharisees would witness
to sinners but they would never sit dawn, eat, drink and have & gaad time
with them as Jesus did. The Pherisees were very conservetive shout the
traditions of their fathers. Jesus was a libersl. He often ignored accepted

customs. The Pharisees werswshsict-Gubbatarisnc T8y did nothing on the

Lard's Day but worship, study the Law of God end pray. Jesus wes & libersl

in-his-keeping-of-theSabbathr—Henot-anl Y worshipret bul L oi R We I RE Wi tiT
his friends and healed people on the Lord's Day. Jesus wes different. The
Pharisees had never met someone like him.

50 how do you deal with someone so different? How do you deal with e
liberel? How do you deal with people who think differently, behsve
differently, do things you feel are sinful.Z How do you desl with people
whormn you feel sre down right blesphernous? If we differ with athers, and
feel thet it's our duty to enter into & cantroversy with them, how should
we conduct ourselves? | believe that we cen derive some guidelines from
our Gospel lesson as to how to deel with people who differ fram us snd in
the process came to know Christ better.

1o Jegin wilh whet you helieve in cammion,

The gherisees wouldn't admit it, but they actuslly had & 1ot in cormmon

with Jesus. They both believed in the suthority of Scripture. Both Jesus

and the pharisees believed in the reslity of demon possession. The

. pherisees actuslly had in their ranks men who practiced exorcism. But the
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pharisees couldn't believe thet shyone cutside their group could cast out
dercns without being in lesgue with Satan.

when | was growing up | shered & lot of these kinds of sttitudes
towsrds those who were different from my group of people. Raised in &
very conservative independent protestent church | can remernber hearing
people sey thst the pope was the antiChrist and thel Rornan Catholice
practiced dispicable things. The Charismatic movement, | was taught, was
inspired by Seten. Back in the fifties the libers] churches were packed and
the sraall independent churches were often struggling. The resson for this,
| was lsught, was because the liberals presch what the people want ta
hear while we preach the ward of God.

Today | hear similar things. We preachers some-times get together and

tatcatiout-the-poputarity-of=tivrevangelists~and the groveth-of=pentecostsl-
and independent churches, We heve o tendency to stiribute their success
to evil motives end manipulstive practices. And in our own Presbyterian
denornination conservetives can see only evil in the libersle and the
liberals see litlle good in conservatives,

But when we refuse to see the Holy Spirit working in the lives and
ministries of those with whom we disagree we set in motion & process
which, if followed censistently, 1’ncreasinglg'cuts us of f frorn recognizing
truth snywhere. Wwhen the pharisees saw the popularity and effectiveness
of the ministry of Jesus they accused of him of evil motives. How could
anyane so different from thern be good. The path they tock in dealing with
Jesus led them eventually to crucify Jesus. Let us, then, look for areas in
which the Holy Spirit is working in the lives of those who differ from us,
2 Loak cerefully 61 whel thase whe gil7er Jram us 6re appasing.
Thase who differ from us theologically or politically msy te opposed ta

something that is lacking or wrong in our awn lives, Oliver Cromwell used



to say, "Think that you mey be wrong” in other words, don't be so
dogmatic end defensive about your beliefs and opinions thet you refuse o
see any errar in yourself.

The scribes rejected Jesus because they feiled to see what it was he
was opposing. They hesrd only his heretical anti-traditional teschings.
They saw that his disciples didn't wash their hands before meais-- they
didn't cerefully try to understand that Jesus was opposing what all the OT
prophets opposed; i.e., the emphasis on externals. The scribes rejecled
Jesus because they saw that Jesus broke the Sabbath, az they interpreted
it, by healing people on the Lord's Day. They failed to look carefully at why
Jesus broke the sabbath.  Jesus was opposed to rules and regmations ihat

keep us fram doing what is good and right,

—=Today="tiere s & ~world™—af~ differerice™ betweemcapitaltsm™and™

communism, We recagnize that Soviet siyle communisim has not worked as
well as ‘Western styled dernocracy. But our differences with communism
riay keep us from seeing what has given rise to communism throughout the
warld, Madern Marxist comraunisro was originglly espoused by Karl Marx
85 &6 result of the injustices he saw in 19th century England. He saw five
and six year cld Children working 14 hours & day in coal mines for litile
pay. He sew men and women treated simply as living tools; used 6%
animals to enrich the owners of mines and factories. He saw the moral
degenerscy ceused by the rise of cepitalism. Inadequate heslth and safety
standsrds, no regard for safety or the welfare of warkers. The worker was
powerless, Charles Dickens describes it so well in his novel, "Hard Times".
Communism arose and took root in Russis in opposition to these same
terrible injustices often perpetrated with the blessings of the church.
when we fail to reslize this we may ignore injustice and oppression in

the world. In our opposition to the evil of Markist/Leninism we mey fail
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to see the injustice and oppression that kindles so much revoluiion and
terrorism. Like the Pharisees of old we may reject Christ and his way
with the poor and oppressed people of the world hecause we refuse to see
thet what corarmunists, at their best, are opposed to is what Christ is
opposed to,

3 Spesk persansliy la the persan wilh wham you disegree
rather inan shaul Him ar ey Wilth your 1riands.

The scribes talked s&awi Jesus behind his back. They didn't talk 7«
him., They came down from Jerusalem to check out this man's orthodoxy
but they didn't actually sit down send talk ebout their differences. They
prejudged him uniike Nicodemus whorm the Gospel of John seys ceme to

Jesus &t night for the express purpose of talking to Jesus sbout his
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If we disagree with sormeane to such an exient thal we heve to express
it, go to the person. Talk with them. Don't gel together with your friends
and talk about the person. Talk to him or her.

Let me summarize those three peints for you because | believe they can
help us all desl with differences in our families, in the church, in the
neticn and world.

f Begrin wilh whel you kald Fn common. Dot Jel your
gifrerences pling oy ta sreas af sareement &ng ceap&rstian.

2 Copsicdar (el thase who dirTler fram yau mey eclusily heé
appored 16 stmelhing el Is lacking or wrang i yawrsel’,

3 Dap'l taly shoul lhase who giTrer rram you, Lul laik la
1,

We o1l have a tendency to sttribute to ourselves and our own group the
best of rmotives and to see the worst of molives operating in those with

whom we disagree. ‘We compare the best in the Republicen party with the




vworst in the democrstic party. We compare the best in capitalism with
the worst in socialism, We cornpare the hest in pratestantism with the
warst inm Roman Cathalicism,

Those kinds of attitudes lead us to reject whateyer good there is in
others; leads us to refuse to see haw the Holy Spirit is st work outside our
familiar circles, Those kinds of atiitudes 1zed eventualiy te bloodshed in
Northern Irelend and Pelestine and to the erms race between Russia end
the United States. When we refuse ta see the Holy Spirit of God yrorking in
the Tives of others, but, instead, criticise, condernn, and malign them we're
in greve spiritual denger no matter how orthodox we are; no meatier haw
high & view of Scripture we have: no matter how evahgelistic we are.

we're pursuing attitudes that led to the crucifixion of Christ. ‘we're

. | ————— —

SR TS --pw‘sumg & path thetT Teads evenfuglly to~bBlindnEss “ohd dealh, —Let” us et
therefore, come to the teble of the Lord, confessing our sins in this ar ea&% “:P
\ (P ""0\)- C S R
and desiring to live in love with God and our neighbor, seeing in others, not
their worst but their best, Tooking for signs of the presence of the Spirit
in their lives that may, we pray, enrich our own lives and lead us &ll to

Christ.,

Let us pray: O God, from whom all good procesds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those
things that are nght and by your rmerciful quiding may do thern; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ene God, for ever and ever, Amen,

(Sermon preaached by the Revd, Throdore S, Atkinson , pastor , Knox Presbyterian Church, Kenrnore, Y,
on the Second Sunday after Pentecost, 9 June 1985, Seripture: Mark 3:20-35)




