Demon on the Run

& sermnon preached by Ted Atkinzor, Minizter, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, FA on the fourth
Sunday after Epiphany , Z1 January 1952, Soripture Lessons: Deuteronomy 1£:15-20; Psalm 1111
Corinthians 8:1-1Z; Mark 1:21-28 (RSY).

IM THE HAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SOM AMD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

when | was a little boy, every ance in a while, an unclest spirit would
get control of my tongue. Sometimes it was 67 deeiime "Time for bed,”
marn wauld say. “Ah, o, why can't | stay up? You're always treat me
like a baby. I'm a big boy." "Be quiet and get to bed!™ Then the unclean
spirit would teke possession of my tongue. "You don't really love mel Just
because your older than me you think you can do whatever you want, watch
whatever you want, go Lo bed whenever you want and | gotts do whatever
gou tell mel It's not fair!” Once in & while an unclean spirit would take

pozzessian of my tongue and /¢ s&y & Fiiy ward CIT you speak dirty

I'm going to wash out your mauth with soap and waler" " SHe'd Take me by

the back of my shirt and march me aver to the sink and make e take s
bite cut of the Ivary Soap along with s glass of water. The unclean spirit
would leave quickly. To this day it's psychologically impassible for me to
say dirty, four tetter, Anglo-Saxan wards. The warst | can say is, "Ratsl”
Jugt loast vrealy - _

So aften Satan gets contral of aur tangues even when we grow up” We
rnay really trust Christ as our Lord and yet sometimes the devil takes
possession of our tongues and we say terrible, disruptive things thet hurt

>
people lave,

Ore Sabbath morning Jesus ceme face to face with a man with an
unclean spirit. Jesus was preaching in the locsl synasgogue and there was 8
ran in the congregation whe became more and more sngry as he listened.
Then, in & fit of uncontroled passion, he dizrupted the worship service

Maybe he thought he was prompted by God's Spirit to silence desus. But, in



fact, the man lost control of himself. Hiz tangue came under the contral of
ati unclean spirit. He cried out, "what do you want with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destrog us?”

Az Chriztians we know that Jdesus came to destroy the works of the
devil. The dermons kneye that, but | don't believe this possessed man meant
that. | believe he simply didn't like what Jesus was zaying. Jesus was
propounding a new teasching. The man believed that this new teaching
would eventually destroy his synegogue. The tesching of Jeaus was like
rothing he'é before. Other religious leaders preached the Bible but Jesus
zpoke a5 ohe who had authority in himself. He didn't have Lo quote the
Bible. He claimed what he said was just as much the Word of God as the

Bible. "That kind of preaching will destroy ug”, the man thaught. Then the

mat went on to say, " know who gou are.., the Holy One of God!” He knew

better than snyone there who Jesus was but the devil had gotten control of
hig tongue. A person may be perfectly arthodox snd believe the Bitde, but
if hig ar her tongue is controlled by the devil that person will end up
disrupting the work of Christ rather than building it up.

Thiz is what happens so often in our farnilies, Christians lose control
of their tongues. An unclean spirit tekes control and we say things that
hurt children, husbands and wives. Sometimes families are destroyed. It
happens in churches too, Think of how churches are destroyed. Magbe o
minister starts preaching something in the Bible that the congregation
hast't hesrd before. It's & new teaching to them. People get upset. What
50 often happens is that an unclean spirit gains possession of & person's
tongue. They get violently angry, they rmake accusations, they call peaple
heretics, they tear down the denomination, they spread rumars, and

question the sincerity of others. Satan uses our tongues to destroy the
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very churches and families we love,

we need to get the devil out of our homes and churches. But how do we
da it? The answer is found in the Word of Jesus. “'Be gquietl Jesus said.
Stifle disruptive criticism. Stop those divisive rumors. Refuse to gossip.
Ee quiet! The word that St Mark uses for "Be silent!” is used elsewhere as
the muzzling of an ox or the stilling of & storm. [t's the irsge of putting &
muzzle of our mouths and refusing to let Satan control aur tongues, 1U's
the imaqe of calm after the raging of & storm. "Calm down”, is what Jesus
s81d.

But silence alone wor't destroy the work of Satan inoour lives. The
unclean spirit needs to come cut. And it cormes out only as we listen o

and obey what Christ says. | once heard dohn Sevage, a Methodist minister,

describe a strange visit he made to an insctive parishioner hospitalized

with & gerious i1lness. He walked into the man's room and introduced
himself as the pastor. The sick man Tooked Savage straight in the eye and
zaid, "Get the hell cutta herel” A less experienced pastor would've left
immediately but Sevsge stayed but didn't =ay anything. When Savege didn't
leave the man went oh Lo say why he was so angry. He'd been 1iving in hell
for yesrs. His marriage was hell. His kids treated him like hell. His
physical illness compounded his mental distress and he Telt cut off from
God. Hiz mental, emational, spiritual snd physical suffering were hell, and
he weanted the minister to get the hell cut.

Savage listened until the man calmed down. Ther after long morments
Savage softly spoke words of Christ, words that in thet circumstance
seerned most appropriate to the man's condition. The man listened. And as
he spoke the Ward of Christ te this old currudgean, he got the kel out of

there. The unclean spirit of rebellion, hostility and defisnce wos cast out
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and the peace and calm of the Spirit of Christ entered and took possession.

Friends, we need to get the hell out of our families, town end churches,
we don't get the hell out of our families by putting them down. We don't
net the hell out of town by tearing it down. we don't get the hell out of the
church by criticising it. We get the hell out by being quiet in the presence
of Christ, by asking God's Spirit to "cast out our sin and enter in”, by
obeying what Jesus tells us to do.

we're not told whatever became of the man in ow Gospel leszon, 1'd
like to believe that after Jesus cast out the unclean spirit, God's Spirit
care in and took possession of him. 1'd like to believe that man became §
follower of Jesus, And | can imagine that in the yesrs to come he spoke
gut for Jesus as boldly es he'd once spoken against Jesus. Like all of us, |

_can imsgine there were Limes when that unclesn spirit returned and took
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maornentary possession of his tongue and he.'said things to wife, children ‘*
and friends that hurt. But P'd like to believe thst every time this happened

he remermbered the stern rebuke of Jesus, "Be gilent, and come out of him!”

and the unclean spirit would Yeave and the Spirit of God would return Lo

heal and strengthened him in all hiz relationships. Armen.

Mow to the One wha by the power st work within us iz able to do do far more abundantly than all we ask
or think, to God be qlory in the church snd in Christ Jesus, to sll generstions for ever and ever. dAmen.



