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First Things First

& sermmon preached by the Revd. Theodore 5. &tkinzon 2t Knox Presbyterian l"hur».h on Movernber 2,

1923, the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost: Soripture Lessons: Deoter anorny &01-9; Pealm 119 :*-46
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There's & oturg in the Gospels of a lawyer who'd been listening to some
discussions between Jesus and some religious leaders. He was impressed
by the way Jesus handled their questions. There was & depth to his
teaching and a shrewdness to the way he avoided the traps they set for
him. The lawyer decided && would ask Jesus a question. “which
cormmandment 1s Tirst of all?” And our Lord's answer was: "The first iz,

‘Hear, 01

o

rael: the Lord our God is the only Lord; Tove the Lord your God

T

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength.”

In recent years the church has tended to lose sight of that first
cornmandrment and has put all its emphasis on the second- "Love your
neighbour as yourself.” Some branches of the church have become almost
huranistic in their disregard of God and theology and the means of gra
ingisting that the as/yrelevant form of Christianity is one that's invalved
in political action and community seeice. Love for neighbor 7 important.
Mext to love for God it's the srosd important thing in our Christian faith.
But it's not the most important. In fact, | think that a look at history will
show that unless our love Tor neighbor grows out of our love for God it
won't be long before our 1ove for neighbor will go the way of all flesh and
we'll be left with nothing but love Tor self.

we need to put first things first. The first and greatest commandment
is a whole-hearted love for God. Let's take a look at the words that Jesus
uses to describe how we are to love God. In Hebrew thougt®rarms the
heart involved, not only the emations, but the mind and wi 1Lu:uf;e &wéhﬁ -

when God tells us that we are to love him with all our heart, it fsoivgss

lowing God with our minds, with our souls, and with our strength.
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" once received @ letter from a pious perzon who declared, “The Lord has

y our aiads. Jdohn Wesley

directed me to write you that, while gou know Greek and Hebrew, he can do

without your learning.”

say in reply that your letter was

Wesley replied, "Your letter received, and | may

Lord could do without my learning. | wish to say that, while the Lord g

#etdirect me to tell you, yet | feel impelled to tell you on my own

responsibility that the Lord does not need your ighorahce either”

superfluous, as | already Ao that the

&5

Some Christisns disparage the mind. They feel that if you're too smart

you're liable ta tase your faith.

of the brightest minds for Christ. Think of C.5. Lewisl What an intellect

that man had. He loved

God with all his mind. He used his mind to explai

the Christian faith to millions of men and women through his books.

But the church has always captured sotme

h

i e don't have to be scholars like Lewis to Jave God with.our minds. — . __.

The first duty of all of us iz to love God with ouwr minds. There are all

sorts of ways we can love God with our minds. Use gour mind to discuss

the sertnon with someone sfter the service. Buy s simple commentary and

read it along with the Bible. Read Lewis's Mere Christieniiy. Attend
the Sunday morning church school classes thatare tausht ceveadl by Bau]

Rasess, Ask questions sbout the world, science, ethics, politics as the
f Tkwk” " S walpls U

oo Trona bigries by T Tnisie dyoubistenty o

retate to Christian faiths Dooa little research to find answers, Our God |
g God of truth. We don't need to fear truth. A1l truth is God's truth no

matter where it's found. A1 truth cen help us love God with our minds. A
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thinking the se¢/1s the seat of the emotions. A whole-hearted love for

Gud includes aur feelings.

beautiful young worman.

inaginie & young mman on his knees befare @

Qf-utﬂ arevps,

"wWill you marry me?”, he implores. She responds,



"why do you want Lo marry me." He calmly replies, "A computer matched
us up.” | doubt if she'll be too impressed with such a cold, inteltectust
reazon. True love has reascens that the mind knows nothing of. Deep love
for someone makes us laugh and cry; it raises our blood pressure and
throws our deepest feelings into turmoil. True love is an emotional thing
that issues in poetry and song.

God wants us to love him with our emctions. Of course, we don't
manufacture the emotion of love; it's a response to the One who's
altogether lovely. Leonard Griffith of St. Paul's Anglican Church in Toronio
tells the story of & Roman Catholic priest who told his congregation that
he was going to preach about the love of God. Stepping down from the
pulpit, he took a lighted candle from the altar and walked over to the great

crucifix. Without saying & word he held the candle so that all could see

wounded side and pinioned hands. Finally he let the {lame fall on the
agonized face and head crowned with thorns. The congregation sat and
wept. Their emotions had been stirred, as God intended his love to stir

hurnan ernotion.

Love sa arnazing, so divine,
Dermands oy soml, ry Tife, my ail.
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God witﬁﬁumns and put our 1ove to work. Here's where @ whole-hearted
love for God'*ové?‘?a*;; with love for neighbor. Jesus said that when we
shaw love to one of the least of his brothers or sisters we show love to
him. When we receive a child in his name we actually receive him. When
we love others in concrete ways we are loving God with our strength.
Loving God with all our strength works out in different ways with

different peaple. You may visit shut-ins, run errands, volunteer at the

- thenail=pierced feet ofthe dying.Sswicur-Thenheliftedit tothe oo



Hy-desimn, tutor an internationﬁ!
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student, help & refugee, & work fornuciear disarmarment You may spend Arraaien.

your vacation using your vocational skill st some mission station around
A-prievdop muing toecchas s %u;FA(" L3 B muwndee
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the world. Ssmeofyaym 4/
Feesbyglorian chiele-She-c-S-HHrse, She'z.eigﬂ Hohduras for two weeks of

vacation using her nursing skills to minister to the sick and poor. She's
loving God with her strength. A whole-heartied love for God includes our
strength and our wills.
Jesus said that the first and greatest commandment is to 1ove God
\ wnbidis Lo God vt cun e C N Bl | Aen WLl

whole-heartedly. But so often we want to love God with only a part of
ourselves. That's 1ike fiying in a 3 engined jet with only one engine
working. . - 1

w%»g = Ve POT Wy | wdtve Drscen Saals 6 Mid ey« €l

~Lfaad the sﬁrg af an older Scottisk couple whao were flying to the

_states for the firsttime, Theysweretravelling opa threezengined DC-1Q .

when they were about half way over the Atlantic the voice of the pilot
carne over the loud speaker. "Ladies and genitleman, | regret to have to
infarm you that one of our three engines is na longer functioning. | want
to assure you that this poses no threal to our safety. The DC-10 is

desighed to fly safely with anly two of its engines. | do regret, however,
that W‘md and will be arriving at

Kennedy airport in Mesw York one hour late. Atout 20 minutes later the
voice of the pilot again came over the loud speaker. "There is ne cause for

alarm, however, | waht you to know that & second engine 15 no longer
functioning. | went to assure you that this plane is perfectly capsble of
flying with only one engine. Since we must 11y at g slower rate of speed,

however, we yill be in the air sn sdditional 4 hours.” The old Scotsman

Cturned to his wife and said with some irritation in his voice, " do hiope

that third engine doesn't go out on us. We'll be up here all night 17 it does.”
\WW
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The point af this iz that some of us are trying Lo love God with ohly one

engine. Sometimes we Presbyterisng try to keep our love for God airborne
-

W ' oproud of our Presbterian tradition

which enphasizes the intellect. But if my love for God isn't 7&/7 deeply

and soied au? in the way | live, 11 have only a cold, dry, fossilized

orthodaxy that will be Tittie comfort to me in 1ife or death. Or sometimes
M

: ’ . wﬁ
we try to keep our love far God flying an the one engine of Jee/7ngh Qur
NPt st e, —

whole religion is one of Teeling. we go to church whep we feel Tike it. We g%ﬂ

we quut vWn e pral [iee (L Ve
pray, but only when we feel like it* We don't get anything out of worship Efg()y
unless our ermotions have been moved to laugh or cry or feel guilty and &

fearful. But felt love isn't encugh. Our feelings are o ﬁn:figci@fsm}g%d ply omThe s

to love God with our feelings alone we'll be sunk if our feelings fail! Or @wy™e g Gneierme ¢

sometimes we try to keep our love airborne on the engine of the w7/

____alone._We run ourselvesragged.infeverish religious.activilies ot os o e oo e

N

cammufiity involvement. We work hard at overceming sin and tempiation
inour lives. And that's all good. But if that's the as/gengine that's
keeping our love for God soaring, we're led back to the works of the law, to

legalism, duty and self-rightecusness.
? [ . J s whwtduadS as a eluue,,

God wants our love Tor him Lo soar on three engines. A whole-hearted
lave of God involves the mind, the emotions and the will. The Psalmist

said it 81l when he wrote,

Bless the Lard, O ry soul

And .2/ that §s within me, bless his holy name.
Let's put first things first inour lives today &3 we-eem
Pacisions aoed ehewncly S beapn tns gL o

we dnabe wu.pM

Tebte? Corcetoihotskls with @ whole-hearted love for God that includes '
Begin The 1O Hean, * Wonadpully o vai pmshﬁ .
the rind, the emotions and the will. Sesfetethe-toble iththe wordsof '

Francis Ridiey Havergal in your hearts,
Take rmy love- iy God, { pour
At Thy faet itz treasure store;
Take roy=self- and | will be
Ever, only, a1l for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee,

Avvany



