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IN 'HE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SOM AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Jesys declares, U am the bread of life He who comes to me will never o
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty” Asa young boy | beleyed
inJdesus. | had an assured Taith in Christ. But inmy teen years my faith in Christ
became less certain.

Pparticulacrly remember an event that shook mouy faith when | was around 15
My dad was in his tate sixties. He had what today 15 called dicsimer s Misssas .

He was Hke g Yittle child my mother had to care for. She fed him. She took him to

the bathroom. She bathed ki - ke a baby. One surmmer afternoon there was 3
Knuck on the front door 1t was a preacher whom Ud never seen before. He said he
heard about my dad. He expressed absolute confidence that 1T we truly believed
vl see my dad healed. He asked if he could place his hands an my father’'s head
and pray ror him to be healed. My mother agreed. | remember Teeling hope and
daubt, and, then, quilt for feeling the doubt. The preacher prayed and teft and we
never saw hirm again. My dad wasn't healed.

bwondered, "ls L my fault dad hasn't been healed? Do i, in fact, believe in
Christ? Maube | just have intellectual faith and not saving Taith. Maybe U've never

come to Christ”
That thought led immediately to fear. “Jesus said, ‘Mo gne can come to me

uniess the Father whe sent me draws him.™” Jesus said that to religious people
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who G esis. Tlagbe mlike them- Eeligious in that [ go to

church and beiieve that desus exisied and is the Son of God and Savior, but maybe |
don’t really helieve with rmy heart. Magbe | don't belisve because | can’t believe -
because God the Father has not drawn me to Christ. Maybe God has rejected me”
Have you ever had that kind of fear? Rejection alw vays hurts; whether the
rejection comes from a parent or a lover ar a friend. But what can be mare
terrible than to fear that God has rejected you?

"Ho one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” How

those waords of Jesus use to torment me. But “ve come to believe that desus didn’t

S8y these words to creaste anxiety concerning God's gracious will toward us.
Rainer, he wants us o bnow that we're nod naturally drawn to Christ we're not
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e minths raturally drawn 1o 3 candle. The ward which Jdohn uses for 2o 208w s
the word used in the Greek tranzlation of the Hebrew D1d Testament when
Jeremish hears God say, "with loving kindness have i drawn you™ The word
always implies some kind of resistance 17z the word for drawing a heavily Taden
fi=hing net to the shore. it's the word used of Faul and Silas being dragged before
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the magistrates in Philippi.” Alvways there’s this idea of resistance.

S0 Jdesus said, "No one can come to me unless the Father who sant me draws
him” Jesus said that recegnizing that we naturally resist coming to God through
Jesus Christ. We may be naturally religious. Human beings are, in fact, incurably

religious. We may naturally beliave in a Supreme Being. Nearly everybady believes

tn some kind of God. But we're not naturally drawn to Christ as the anly One who
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brings to us the 1ife of God

we must te taught by God, desus says "They will all be taught by God.”
Everyone who listens to the Father and Tearns from him comes to me” We dop't
howa oty come ta God through Christ. We must be taught. We must listen and
tezrn. But how does this happen? tDelieve it happens, primarily, within the
Charch and among the people of God That is why the church, the institutions)
church, the Presbyterian Church is 22 Loaportant tome in My corming to Christ

Lot teaches us through the preaching of the Word and through the
Sacraments and as we Histen and learn we are drawn to Christ, For example, God
taught me as i read and listened to the Bible in home. God also taught me through
mew AuTTarth’s preaching at the Presbyterian Church in Newsark. 1 didn’t always
undersiand.  didn't always agree. | didn't always Deten carefuily. But some af
what God taught me through the preaching of the Word got th hrowgh ta me and it
drews me to Christ,

And God taught me through M Saadeh, my high school youth leader. He

Histened quietly as | shared with him my fears and doubts about God and my
questions about such things as evolution and miracles.

And God taught me through the broader church, through men and women of
earlier ages. For example, God taught me as | read and Histened Lo what St
Augustine wrote in his Ces/essions. He told the story of how God drew him, after
years of searching, to Christ. And God taught me as | read and istened to C5.

Lrwis, particiiariy his autabiography, Sugeised by o, winch spoke of his
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Tonging for joy and beauly and how God had drawn im, despite his resistance, 1o
Christ.

And God taught me as | Histened to Fyoder Dostoevsky, especialiy in his
novel, Lrime &7 Furistynest  which tells the story of Raskolnikoy, an
impoverizhed university student who brutally murdered an elderiy woman, and haw
the fove of Sonia, a prostitute, drew him eventually to repentance and faith in
Christ. And as | listened and learned from him | came to see a smile an Christ’s
tace direcied at me.

oo through the Church - the church of today and the church of yesterday God
tought me and as | Dsten and iearned | have come mare and more 1o trust in Christ
and to believe in God’s gracious will for each one of uz. 1t7s & frightening thing for
me o try to ymagine God = wll apart from desus Christ, Bul we don't have 12
imagine what God’s will ie. God's will iz revealed in Jesus Christ who said, 71 am
ine lving bread that came down from heaven. 1 anyone eats of this bread, he will
Hye forever. This bread 15 my flesh, which Dyl Qive for the 1ife of the wearid”
God, 1n Christ, #ills to give himself Tor the Tife of the world,

God's will 12 not something that’s universally known by everybody simply
because we're human beings. God is & person who has revealed hirmself in and
through one particular human being, Jesus of Mazareth, a Palestinian Jew. 7o him
the 01d and Mew Testaments of the Bible bear witness. Let me illustrate what |
mean.

twas outside an a starry night with a friend looking through a telescope. My



friend 1s a good man who belleves in a supreme being, a cretaor god - but, as far as
F'can tell, he feels that it's rather narraw-minded to think that God's will can be
kKnown oniy through a particular human being born 2000 years ago - barn fong
before the major scientific discoveries that have transformed our world He
lonked thraugh his telescope at the planet Saturn with 1t rings and then he turned
to fne and said, "Look! This is so amazing! How can anybody loak at the ctars and
not believe in god?

I agreed but i found myself asking silently, “Yes, but what qod? What can

these stare tell us about God? The stars can’t tell us if god is friend or foe. We

can easity infer from the stars that god is not even aware of owr existence and

may simply e indifferent 1o us Sut inJesus of Mazareth the Creator of the

ouniverse has become 8 hurar Deing. Thraugh desus we know a God who
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loved the world o much that he entered inta it and was willing to live among us

sperience what

a5 a hman being Throygh focve Thejet sea brosy 3 God sweho has
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1t7s Tike to be tired and hungry, sorrowful and Jonely. Through Thrist we now a
bod who has exzperienced what it's ke to be betraged, unjustly condermned,
insulted, crucified and buried.

Through Christ we helieve in & God whi is a waiting Father, a God who
prepares g feast for his prodigal sons and daughters when we return home.
Through Christ we believe in a God who searches for the lost like a women

searching for her lost coin, who does not give up until she finds it. Through Christ

we belleve ina God whio 1s 3 shepherd who goes looking far Tnst sheep and does not



relurn home until that sheep is found. God's qracious will far 1ost and unbelieving,
doeubting men and women s revealed in Chrict

A great many pesple use the word "god” as though that word means the same
thing to averybody. But this simply isn’t so. when Christians use the word, they
realiy mean - the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ wWe belisve that God is ane
particular kind of God and not any other god. we believe that the way to God is
through Jdesus Christ, in whom and through whom he has shown himseif Lo us.
After the resurrection the disciples of Jesus found that, whenever they thought of
bod, they were thinking of desus Christ, and that, whenever they thought of Jdesus

Christ, they were thinking of God

lesus sald, "M one has seen the Father except the one whio 15 from God; only

he s seen the Father © lesus is the Gne who has come dovven fromm heaven, who i
from God. Only Jesus has seen the father. Oniy he can reveal who God 1S to us,
Everything that we need to know about God is present and visibie in desus Christ
and Jesus says, "He who believes has eternal Hife” wWe know that we will
all die. We read about people dieing every day. Loved ones die. ‘We, too, will one
day die. Death, our awn death and the death of our dearest loved ones 1g & fact
which we must take into account. ‘We must not deny the reality of death. But
Jesus speaks of eternal 1ife which the death of the body can’t touch and which i
the qift of the living God. | am the living bread that came down from heaver if
anyone eats aof this bread, he will live forever This bread is my flesh, which will

qive for the 1ite of the world”



Eternal life ic a gift. 1t's not something that we all possess simply by the
fact that we're human, ag though some part of ug i raturatiy immaertal. This life,
eternal life, depends on God who, in Christ, gave his Tlesh for the Nife of the world.
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This new life is not something that comes to us only after death; it's a gift that
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we may have now in this Tife, through faith in Jesus Christ.

Farl Barth once said, ‘ciernal life is man's Hfe when God hag spoken his
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‘yes” upon it, once for all, unconditionally and unreservedly. . Eternat Hfe iz man s
Hife lived with God, in his bright light, nourished and sustained by his awn 1ite,

Eternat 1ife is man’s Hife cammitted to the service of God and thereby 1o the
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service af the neighbiour . Eternal 1ite is

417 that remains for us is to accept, and to take to heart that this iz in
fact on Bod's free gift s eternal Dife. Fres Gread “1f anyone eats this bread, he
will tive forever. This bread 15 my flech, which | will give for the 1ife of the
world.” Arnen.

Let uz prray - Grant, O Lord, that we may see i ynu the flfilment of 31t oor nead, and may turn from

every false satizfaction to feed on the true and livi ing bread which you have given us in Jesus Chr izt; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirdt, one God | aow ared forsver . &men.



