For the Life of the World - Part 2
A sermen preached by Ted &tkinson, Minister, Buford Frosbyterian Church, Qcford, PA on the 13th Sunday in
Ordinary Yiene, August 7, 19994, Soripture Lessons: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 2:3-14, Fzalm 111 Ephesians 5:15-20;
John 6:51-52.

IR THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
Jesus says, Tl am the living bread that came down Tram heaven. I anyone
ts of this bread, he will live forever™ Let’s think about what Jesus said long ago
to those ancient dews. Let’s listen to what he, the Risen Christ, says to us this
morning and apply 1t 1o our Hives.

Ina few weeks 1] be a half century old. Accarding to actuarial statizstics |
pazsed life's midway point about 15 years ago. Although tife can end a1 any
rmament, statistically U now about twio-thirds through, ve been on the down hill
shape far years wWhen | get my alumm magazine from Princeton or wheaton | turn
firet to the ghityaries and ~ount Boew manc anyndes peapte Than | have died. So far
e ninber o peaple who are older greatly sutnumber those whio are uounger Byt

pack Year thers s g sli

oht st Every once inog while the name of someone from rmy
class appears, someane | knivw, Qiving me pauses cermnding me of my mortality, |
kriow 1'mmogeing to die. Umotrying to deal with that reality. | don’t want to stick my
head in the sand. | don't want to pretend that i17°s not qoing Lo happen. 'm trging to
plan for that certainty.

How do | prepare for death? e written down instructions about my funeral.
{'ve chosen hymns, Zoripture tessons, and made other arrangements so that this

doesn't fall, all of a sudden, on Kay's 1ap - presupposing that she outlives me. 've

aecided whether to be buried or cremated. Pye told Kay and others that i 1 am



thought to what to do with all myg stuff. | pelieve that faith in Christ requires this
kind of planning for the certainty of death Faith in the Ricen Christ and faith in his
profmise of eternal Hfe enable us to face death, our death, andg not deny it.

Nowe, Tdon't want to die. | love life even though 1ife includes suffering as
well as oy 1 lave the hymn, “For the Beauty of the Earth” One stanza goes:

For the jouy of human Tove,

Erather | sister, parent | ohild,

Friends on earth, and friends above,

For all gentle thoughts and mild.

Lard of all, to Thee we raize
thiz our hymn of gratefut praize.
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s wortd, | ocan affirm what Edna St Yincent Millay wrote in one of poems.

Ooworld, Feannot hald thee close enough!

Thy winds, thy wide grey skiss!

Tovy vmists, that roll and risel
Thuy woods 1z avturan day, that sche and sag
Aand 3 but o “y with oo

Pnotoniy love Nfe, D don't expect to die for many years. | hope o jive 3 'ong

healihy Tife. I'd like to see oy children qraduate, perhaps get married. 1'd like to
celebrate our fiTtieth wadding anmversary when Um 81 After | retire 1'd 1ike to be
a volunteer in mission an some impaverisied Canhbean (sland where the
temperature dogsn’t go below S0 or above 800 So [ have not only planned for d
{'ve planned for a long life. Sut | realize that death doesn’t ususlly come on
schedule. Death doesn’t always come at the end of 1ife. | want 1o be ready i7 death
should come today or tomorrow.

I don’t understand why so many people don’t make plans for death. | don't

understand why so many peopie seem to deny the tnevitamiity of death and the
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reality of death. | especialiy don't understang why <o many Christians who trust in
Chrizt don’t plan for death and don't Jike ta talk about death.

when people do talk about death most say, “i'm not afraid of death Ht's dying
that frightens me.” But diering should not frighten us. P've stood by the death beds
of many people, young and old. Neariy always, dieing is much more difficult and
frighteming for those of us who remain than for those who are diging. Modern
rmedicine makes most pain unnecessary. Usually g dieing person drifts off into 3
deep sleep or into a coma. There’s little indication of pain or discomfort. Dieing is
not something to fear

But death iteelf - that’s another story. in fact | frankly don’t understand

wihiy so many people say that they don't fear death The Bible says that death is an

enetmy, the xing of terrors Should we Sa7 Tear such 3 fearsomea and pewerful
crErmg et fear deatn al Direes oot atravg of disng, out sometimes + fear
death.

Fear iz not bad Many of us think that fear /s bad, but it's not. Without fear
there’'s no courage. A soldier that goes into battle without fear is a fool. But when
a soldier, fearing death, says "no” Lo those fears, and goes into battle he's being
courageous. Fear 1s what makes courage poscible. And people who Tace death
without fear, without any fear or anxiety, must be foolst My guess is that people
who don’t fear death are really denying death and what the Bible says about death.
Bt the Kisen Christ enables us to admit our fear of death. The Risen Christ enabiles

- to prepare for our inevitable death. The Risen Christ enables us 1o face our fear
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af death with courage.
ar there’s nothing after death.
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Apart from faith in Christ, | fear death. 1 f

Mothing! John Donne, a great and honest Christian poet winte,

| have a fear of death, that when | have spun
My last threat, i shall perish on the zhore.

| can identify with that fear when | 1et go of Christ, the Risen Christ, | have a fear
that when | die 11 simply return to the dust. Apart from the promise of the risen
hrist | fear that there’s sazsisg after death. 111 simply die and my body will

return to the earth- “earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes™ The Oid

Testament, ot expressed this fear when he write,

At leazt there is hope for a free: if it iz cul down, it will sprout agan.. But man dies and is laid low | he
breathes hiz 1ast and is noraore . I 3 an dies, will he Hve again?

S ro not sure what peaple mean when they say, "V not afratd of death”

There's nothing in the

Bible that gives us any indication that 1ife goes on automatically. Jesus tells us,
quite frankly, that eternal life is not automatic. "Unless you eat the flesh of the

“you ha Ve ingou”
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Son of Man and drink his biood,” h
ve are not, by nature, immortal. Eternal Hfe doesn't come tous

ace. Eternal iife is maide
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s A% 8 gift of God's

automaticslly Eternal 1ife con

possible only by the death of Christ who gave his flesh for the life of the world

Eternal life is not something that comes automaticslly. Christ promises that we

shall hive farever, not because we're natural'y immaortal, but because we have fed
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an i, the Living Gread. "t am the living bread that came down from heaven. If
anyone #ats of this bread, he will Hve farever . 1 tell you the truth, unless you eat

the Tlech of the Son of Man and drink fus blood, gou have no Hite 1n go. Whoever

zavs my flesh and drinks my blood has eterngt Hife, and §will ratse himup at the
last day.. whoever eats my fiesh and drinks my blood remains tnome, and L in him
the one who feeds onme will Hive because of me”

Our hape of eternal Vife, then, is not based on human optimism. 11'e not based
on anategies from nature - Tike the flowers plooming in the Spring atier having

hibernated all winter Our hope of eternal Tife isn't based an butterflies Brnerging

from § shroud Vike cocoons. Our hope of eterpal life is haseless z unless it's bas
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ihe primise of the Risen Chris
MNotice Phat desyus 18lks abouyt the nprw—l?g of E!Eiﬂﬂg the Bread of Life.

1o oof e oread, he wdl! Hee Yorever  unless you 23t the flesh of tne con
of Man and drink s piood. you higve noe Tife Inyou. Whoever eats my fiesh and drinks
my blood has eternal ife whoever gats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in
me, and | in ki, The one who feeds on me will Tive because of me”

Bread is something that we eat. Wwe don't Just taik about it when we're
hungry, we don’t just admire it on the shelves in the grocery store. We eat it we
haye to feed on it, chew 11, swallow i, digest i, assimilate 1t until it becomes part
af our own flesh and Blood. 1U's not enough to talk about Christ or admire him or

even simply attend worship services or even believe that he's the Savior. we have

to feed on Christ. We have 1o chew on his teaching, swallow what he says, ruminate
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an his words and life, ahsorb hig teaching, his character, his ways and his apirit.

we have 1o assimilate kis 11Te and teaching untit he Hves irous and thraugh us -

until his mind thinks i our mind and we look at the world through his eyes and he
controls owr hands and feet and 1ips.

My qreat desire is that we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ. There've been
times when the smell of food has triggered my sense of hunger. | have nol Deen
thinking of fond but then | walk into the house on a cold winter's day and smel
bread baking - and, all of a suddern - 'm hungry. Friends, | o much want the
wearship service to be ke that 1 want so much for the worship service Lo give génﬁ
3 sense of gour hunger and thirst Tor Christ, 1o avwaken ﬁ'ﬁ’l Lo your hunger far
Christ The worshin service, inand of 1tseif, can’t satisfy our hunger Only bod can
sgtisfy our hungry through Chiist

g e meels we 1l celebrate the Sacrarent of holy Domimunion shen we
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receiye the braad and wine of Holy Cormmunion what el receive 15 only a ting pece

af bread dipped tn juice 1t will not satisfy goiif go're hungry or thirsty, but
that’s not what it's designed to do. ST, these elements may avwaken uz o

recognize that longing... 1o feel the hunger with us not for what he qives But Tor him.,. fer '%L/

i Jesus Christ, in his death and resurrection, God gives us, not Just bread and wine,
he gives us himself. We take the bread and the cup, knowing that we will never be
fiVled pever be satisfied, until he's 1iving 1n us and we're 1iving in him.

Lotz pray - Ever-loving God, your Son, Jesus Christ, gave himzelf as living bread for the life of the warld. Give
us such 3 kniwledge of his presence that we may be :tt engthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you

continually ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who Hives and reigns with you in urity with the Holy Spirit, one Ged,
forever 3nd aver . Armneh.



