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Grace upon Grace

& zerman preached by Ted Atanzon, Mimizter | Ouford Presbyterian Church on Jdanvary 3, 1933, Seripture Lesson: John
1:1-1%

N THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
There are some experiences you can’t understand unless you've gone through them.
Years ago, | use to visit an elderly woman DyIng ina nursing home who toved Lo read.

Over the years she 1ost her eyesight and was no jonger able o read Ac a result she sank
into a deep depression. | made the mistake, on one visit, of saying, "I know what you're
qoing through.” This women, ordinarily so pleasant, shapped bitterly, “¥ou don't know
what ' going through! Don't tell me that you understandl®

Maybe you Teel that way. “Nobody understands what 'm going through!™ Maybe it's
aoubt, or griet, or loneliness, o anger of guilt, Maybe gou just celebrated your first
Chriztmas and New Years without a loved one. | kniww that | don’t understand everything
you're geing through. | don’t understand all that you'1t go through in this new year. But
God doesi That s what Christmas tells us about God. God understands you God
understands me.

bod understands us because God became a human being. Jesus waz nod samply Jide
God. He wasn't simply the highest stage in human evolution In the opening verses of
John's Gospel we read something about Jesus which can’t e said of any other human
peing:

Tin the beginning was the word, and the Wiard was with God, and the Word waz God. He was in the beginning with God.

Al things came into being through him, and without him niot one thing carne into being.... He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept hirn. But to a1l who received him, who believed in fis name, he gave power 1o becorms
children of God.... And the Word became flash and Hved smong us, and we have seen his glory .~

It aur apening hymn we sang of Jesus, “wWord of the Father, now in Flesh appearing ™
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Jesus s Lhe Word of the Father, God's Word, God speaking to us. When the Oid Testament

priophets apoke Lo the people in the name of God, they'd say, "Hear the wWord of the Lord”
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tn 01d Testament times God's word came to God’s people through prophets, like Moses and

i

laws, like the Ten Commandments. Bul with desus, the Werd was made flesh and Tived
among us to experience our needs, our troubles, and our despair,

Why do you believe that God loves you? Maybe you don’t believe that because of what
you've gone through, but if you do believe it where did you ever get that idea® You

cartainiy didn’t get 1t by looking at the sun setiing over the acean or by Tooking up at the
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at night. Mature may noint to 3 creator God, hut nature can’t tell us that God loves
us. Mar do you get the ides that God loves us from just sitting dovwn and thinking about
the nature of God. Eeasen is a wonderful faculty Where would we be as human beings
without reason’ But reason, all by itself 15 incapable of telling us of a God who joves
cares dizciplines and understands. Mor do we arrive at the belief that God loves ys
through our personal experiences. Qur own personal experiences can very well lead us to
dizheliove that Cod loves yo Mor do we oet this idea from the religinns of humankind
Many, 17 not all, religions present a God who must be appessed by good works and
religious rituals.

We get this idea that God tove us from the Word of God made flesh in Jesus We

helieve that God loves us because God's love hecame incarnate in desuys. “Mo one has ever

seen God. 1t is God the only Son, whio is close to the Father's heart | who has made him

known ™ In Jtesus, the secand per=on of the Holy Trinity, God's eternal Son, became flesh.

In the Gospels we read that God, in Christ, experienced hunger, loneliness,
frustration, homelessness, midicule, fear, any and all of the emotions and events that
make our hives rocky and miserable. Jesus had to struggle against the zing of the flesh

thal we struggle against and he never gave ibwhich he means he struggied with them far



more intensely than we who so often give in to the temptations. At the end of his life he

became a prisoner. Ac a prisoner, he was abandoned by many of his followers, tortured,

and finally executed. That final experience at the end of his life was so horrible that
praged to

when he saw it coming he asked-his-Father—H-he-cottd escape. And when he was dieing he

felt forsaken and abandoned even by his heavenly Father; God forsaken by God.

There’s a short, one act play entitled 7he L ong Silence The curtain opens on the end
of time before God’s throne. It’s the day of judgment, only it’s not the the human race
being judged. God is on trial. The witnesses come forward one by one; millions of men,
women, and children and each bear witness against God because of what theg? famve
suffered and experienced. “What do you know about our suffering, our loneliness, our
grief, our despair. You have no right to judge us. It's you who should be judged.”

And then they pass judgment on God. They all agree that God should be sentenced to
live here on earth. “Let God see what it’s 1ike!” they shout. “Let him be born a despised
Jew”, a victim of the holocaust cries. “Let him know what it’s like to be called &
Wiagsimate
ba=tard”, screams a child of an unwed mother. “Let God experience what it’s like to be a
refugee”, cries one of the Haitian boat people. “Let him experience hunger and thirst”,
murmurs a starving Somali. “Let him face false charges before a corrupt court system”,
shouts a Guatemalan Indian. “Let him be beaten and tortured”, moans a victim of police
brutality. “Let him die a terrible, shameful and painful death”, wails a victim of AIDS.
And when the people finish sentencing God, the play ends with a long, disturbing silence.
No one utters another word. No one moves. Suddenly everybody realizes that God has

already served his sentence in the person of Jesus Christ.

This is what we believe and proclaim about God. This is the faith | hope that each one



of us is willing to live and die for. Our belief isn’t based on feelings or speculation. It’s
based on the testimony of men like John who lived with Jesus and beheld his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John wants his readers to respond
to his testimony. He’s not writing to entertain us. He wants us to believe what he says.
He wants us to receive Jesus into our hearts and lives. He wants Jesus to enable us to
become sons and daughters of God; to enable us to do what we could never do on the
power of our own unaided wills.

The Word became flesh. God became a human being in Jesus. God knows my pain and
your pain. Of all the gifts you received this Christmas, none is more wonderful and

needed than God’s gift of Jesus. The gift of God’s grace which he gives to us in Jesus
whay you rectue COnmatmtn, ..

Christ is a gift that keeps on giving, grace upon grace. Receive this gift of graEe. It's

T{'s wef & wilfer o0 dryme hndacty be qod -
not a feeling. It’s not a religious experience’ Rather receive the Word of God as a Ward

addressed to you personally. God invites, calls and commands us to respond, to believe,

to receive the Word of God, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, into our lives and hearts
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so that our feelings, thoughts and actions 39 changed; so that we might live, not
according to our own will but according to the will of God. That’s the only hope of

salvation for this world as a whole and for ourselves as individuals.

“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God.... “

Amen

Let us pray: Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born of a
pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed
by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
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