Home
& sermon preached by the Reverend Theodore S. Atkinson, minister, Qxford Preshyterian Church on the
fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10, 1998. Scripture Lessons: Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation
21:1-6; John 13:31-35.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Imprisoned on the island of Patmos for preaching Christ, John saw & vision
of the future and God’s final victory. In the midst of that vision he heard a e
loud voice saying “See, the home of God is among mortals.” .

Nowr it’s hard for me to imagine a home without a mother. I'm reminded'“t\;lat
most single parent families are headed by women who are mothers. They make
incredible sacrifices to make their house a home. Many widows are mothers who
who make their house or apartment their homes. | also understand that many
homes don’t have @ mother. Homes are made up of all saris of people. Men living
together may make & home. Women living together may compose & home. Some
people live at home by themselves. Some couples are childless. Some homes have
a father and children but no mother. But, in my own experience, | find it difficult
to imagine a home without a mother.

Throughout history grest men and women have testified to the importance

s mnkiny & house Thei howsa .
and influence of their motherss When C.S. Lewis, the English scholar and Christian,
was only about eight years old his mother died. Her death had a profound influence
an his life. He spesks of his mother’s death as “the great loss which befell our
family.” He writes, “There came a night when | was i1l and crying both with
headache and toothache and distressidchemuse my mother did not come to me.
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That was because she was i1l too.... and then my father, in tears, came into my

room and began to try to convey tomy terrified mind things it had never conceived




befare.” And after his mother died Lewis wrote: “Everything thet had made the
house @ hom'e had failed us.” His mother wes what made his house & hame.

| think agsin of Winsten Churchill, ane of the grestest men af the twentieth
century. Churchill was raised, not by his mather, but by a British Nenny, a warnan
named Mrs. Everest. In those deys the job of bringing up children was delegated by
parents to s nanny. Traditionally the British nanny enters the life of an infant
when the behy is 8 month old. Churchill wrote of his nanny, “Mrs. Everest it was
wha looked after me and tended all my wants. [t wos ta her | poured out my many
troubles.” Violet Bonham Carter, in her biography of Churchill, writes that, "Mre.
Everest was his comfarter, his strength and stey, his one source of unfailing

humah understsnding. She was the fireside st which he dried his tesrs and warmed

- his-heatt- She-was the nightlight by his'hied™ She was security.” Everything that

g mother is, Mrs. Everest wes. She made wWinston Churchiil’s house & harme for him.
| thi 7k olso of the mother crf/the great Indian Christian, Sadhu Sundar Singh.
Sundar Singh was born into & weslthy Sikh home. Sikhism is/& religion that
combines/aspects of Islarm with/Hinduism. Sundar Singh often spoke of his 10#8 for
his mot?er and how she made His house a home. She was/a devout Sikh, not/a
Christian. But Sundar learned from her thel religion was of supreme im
/t
was a great dissppointment to his mother when Syndar Singh became 8 Christian

/ /

st the age of 15 and was/baptized. Shortly thereafter he donned the'saffron robe

portance.

He went with her to the temples snd lesrned from her the meaning of re(erence. It

of/a Sadhu, & Hindu haIJman, and endeavored tzcu/prese.nt Christiapity in & Hindu

form. He treveled thr{oughnut Indis snd as for as Afghanistan. gn his fingl
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rissighary journey he traveled tn)71bet vhere he was never agen‘r/heard of. Sundar
Singl's mother never became & Chiristian. On one occesion Sungar said, “If my
rnother should go to hell | shall gsk God to send me there.” Slndar Singh could/nat

imagine heaven without his m{other being there. Heaven wc‘tuld naot he }'tElI'nE:'With(lUt

/

his mother.
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But Jahn of Patmos teaches us to think of God when we hear the word

“name”. John, in his vision, inextricsbly Yinks the idea of “harne™ with God. ... Ansd T
Crod e wakes a howd amamng ug has ab 1eact one vovy wotwor-(i ke churaettrntic' s wipe fears

whenever we speak of the end of history we have to speak in symbols, We make &
C\Bou’\ Jevws allan

big mistake if we take whst John says litersllys He's spesking in symbols. He's
trying to find words to describe whet God's plan is fcg;l;urnaruitgu(icg E‘,\U’E" PIEN, ., bearpn oo
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for humanity is to make his hame among us and in our town.sJohn uses symbols

pointing us beyond themselves to s reality that we cotnot beqin to describe. And

yet Christisns believe that the reality to which the home of God points is every bit
as real as the town of Oxford.

wWhen the Bible gives us glimpses of God's final victary st the end of histary,
it does so, not in order to satisfy our curiosity about the furniture of heaven snd
the tempersture of hetl. Rather, God gives us & vision of the future in order to
effect the present. We all know how the pes? effects the present. Bul Christians
believe that the /wiure also effects the present. And the picture that John gives
us of @ new heaven and earth, of the holy city, and of God’s hame is mesnt to effect
us now in the present.

tne of Hollyweod’s favorite themes is the power of the future to change the

present. For example, in Frank Capra’s classic mavie, /2% & Mandar7iul Life
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Clarence the wingless sngel shows George Bailey what the future would be like if
he’d never heen barn. ‘wWhen Gearge sees the future it changes his life. He's
converied. He's given & new lease on life. Add his new life changes the future. Of
course, we don't teke the mavie literally but what the mavie is saying is true. The
future effects the present every bit as much as the past. And that’s what John is

trying to tell us when he describes God’s victorious future and heard a loud voicing

\w-‘
saying, “See, the hame of God is among mortals.” \e XIS by 7ot

cand? “""”:3*"‘
what if we let thal visien of the future effect the present?t wWhet if God
tad
rmade his home right here in Oxford. What if God were the one wha made ourr-house
Wb et
g homey? How would that affect the life of aur communily? How would that affect

the way we work for our employers and the way we pay our ernployeas? What if

&“"

Eod moved in next dn:mr ta you and you discovered thut he was m anather race ﬁnd
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spuke a dlfferent language or was poot and uneducated?

whet if God were @ L;Cll'.lt‘, hatmeless man or wornsn and needed & home? Would
he be able to find & hame in Oxford? Jesus once intirnated that God does live in
Oxford. God iz & sick woman lieing in the haspital. Ged is & transient spending the
night in the lock-up. God is thet eccentric, reclusive stranger whao lives down the
street, whom no one knows. God is the mother who goes to the Neighborhood
Service center for clothes for her children. God lives incognito, now, in Oxford.
And Jesus said that ene day he will say, “I was hungry and you fed me, naked and
you clothed me, & stranger and you took me in.”

we aften call churches, houses of God but the word John uses far “harne” is

not “church building.” God's house is not & church. Gads house ig not 8 mansion.
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God’s house is not & palace. God's house is maore like an apartment in the low rent
district. When Martin Luther translated this particular word for “home” into
German, he used the German word Auiite which means “hut”. John tells us that at
the end of history God will live among us, not in & mansion, not even in a church,
but in a small, modest home expressing his solidarity with the places most people
in the world call their home.

But what if, instead of waiting until the end of history we were to ask God
ta come to our house and make it his home today? Once God did make a hut in
Galilee his home and lived among us. His mother was the Virgin Mary, pregnant an 4
unmarried. The Word became fleshe@ and made his home amaong us. We have
stories of what happened. A village prostitute became one of the first preachers
of the Gospel. A blind man was made Lo see. Crippled men and women were made
well. Grieving parents received their sons and daughters back alive and well. And
his miracles were hints that the promise was going Lo come true over all the
garth.

why not ask God to make your house his home today? Whether you're single
or married, whether or not you're & father or & mother - We all need God to come to
our house and make it his home. We don’t have to wait to the end of history to see
John’s vision fulfilled. The future can change the present. why not ask Jesus

Christ to come into your heart and make your heart his home today?



