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Hovwr to Deal With Temptation
& sermon by Ted Atldngson, Minister, Ouford Presbyterian Chursh, on the first Sunday in Lerd, March
4, 1990, Scripture Lfa:ft»n* Geneziz 2:4b-2, 15-17, 25-2.7; Pzalm 120; Rorans 3:12-19; Matthew
4:1—1 1.
In the Hame of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

What does it mean to be & child of God, to know that God loves you, to
kriayw that God is well pleased with you and that God } as chozen Yau Lo
carry oul kis purpose here on earth? /

You say, \It would be great to believe that bé you dan't know me the
woy that | know rme. 1T you did gau'd kKnow ("ét God jzn't pleazed with me.”
But have gcb ever noticed what | say w/henever [ baptize a baby or an
sdult? "As man\»\guu a% were baptiZed into Christ have put on Christ.”

wWhat does that mest
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‘?\ t means thet when God looks st uz, he sees us
through the eyes of Chiat. Whep God Tooks at us he sees us surroundad by

Christ. And then | take th

flden in my armh and ufsg "“ou are 8¢ hu =10
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Face, o royal priesthood, s/holy nation, God's own peop]e, that ray declare
the wanderful deeds of/God, whiealled you out of derkness into God's

marvelous light.”

You say, "What/right have you to sgy something like that to these
children or to gh adult?”
t's the '-.ﬂ.’u/:d of God. That's what God sbys about a1l those for whorn
Christ has A/ie.d. |
The grestest temptation that you and | face as Christians has nothing
to do with sex, with drugs, with alcahol ar with raney but with our
relationship with God. The greatest temptation that you and | face as
Christians iz the temptation to deny, to deubt, to discount that God toves /\
us, that Christ died for us, that in 1ife ar in death we belong to Christ, .
That's where the Tempter seeme Lo allack us firsl, "You're nat really &

Christian. If you were really a Christian gou'd be & super-parent, not the
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kind of parent you are. If you're really a child of God why aren’t you
warking miracles? How can you talk atout the power of the risen Christ in
your 1ife? where's the power you claim? If you have really died with
Christ and rizen with him Lo newness of life, where's the evidence?”

The greatest temptation that a Christisn faces is ta believe that our
relationship to God iz based on how good we are, how faithful we are, how
religious we are, rather than to believe and trust that our relationship to
God iz based on what God hes already done for us in Christ, through his
death and resurrection. The grestest temptation that we have to face is
the ternptation to think that we are able ta make ourselves righteous apart
from trus:ting in what Christ did for us on the cross,

If we know or trust that we're a child of God because of whet Christ

has done for us we have s senge of dignity. s sense of self-estearm. thal
ztrengthens us when we are faced with lesser temptations. 1U's when we
give in to the temptation to deny that we're & child of God that we begin to
Vie and cheat and steal and cormmit adultery and covet and waorship idols
and teke the Lord's name in vain, and worship other Gods.

Knowing who we are, in Christ, enables us to be strong in the Tace of
temptation. Kay comes from s highly respected Lewistown family.
Lewistown is a small town in central Pernsyivania, in Mifflin County.
Kay's family hes been involved in law, and business and education and
I:ot'nrrn.mitg%ervice for seversl generations. Peaple know them and respect
ther, When we go back to Lewistown and go to church the minister will
zay, "Little Kay Ziegler iz visiting us this morning with her husband and
children. She's the daughter of Dean end Lois Ziegler.” There's g sense of
pride and self-esteem heing a member of her family. | remermber hearing

Cay's Tather say to her brother when he wes a teenager going out on & date,
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"Rernernber that gou're 8 Ziegler. You're not some Yahoo, Jou're & Ziegler.”
And | think that's said not with any sense of srrogance but with & good
zenze of pride. "Remember who you are.”

And when we remember that God is aur Father snd Jesus is our brather
we have a strength and s dignity that ensbles us to say, "Nol” in the face of
termptation. "Remember, you're & child of God! Remember your a member of

the farnily of God.”

Nur Gospel lesson tells us that Jesuz was driven out into the
wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan. Mow it's important to

understend swhen thiz happened. |t happens right after the baptism of

Jesus, Jesus haf» just been baptized. The heavens opened. The Holy Spirit
o _descended upon him in the form of & dove. A yiice from heayer s ,CLLD — o

hirm, "Thiz is my beloved Son, in whor [ am well pleazed.”

And it's important to understand Aepe Jesus was templed. He weasn't
termpled to get drunk. He wasn't templed to go to s prostitute. He wastr't
tempted to do drugs. The ternpter focused an his relationship to God, “If
you are the Son of God.” Are you really the Sonof God? Do you really
believe that? |f you're really the Son of God prove it. If you're really the
Sor of God uze your powers to satisfy gour own needs; turn these stanes to
bread. |f you're really the Son of God, do sarmething spectacular to prove
it; jump off the pinnacle of the terple. Warship me and [ give you the
kingdoms of the world and a1l their glory. "Think of 11" Satan offered the
kingdorns of this world to the King of kings and Lord of lorde. Ogilvie
writes, "The ludicrous thing is that they were his already”. The termpter
rur'*tanﬂg tries to gel us to want whal we siready have in Chinist,

Matice alzo how the tempter comes to us when we're isolated from
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athers; whenever we become separated from our Tamilies. The Tempter
came to Eve when she was by herself. The Tempter came to Jesus when he
was by himself. 1t was in the wilderness, cut of f from his friends, that
the Templer's power was felt the strongest. [U's difficult to face
temptation on our own and when we're far away frotn those who know and
love us. That's why Christ callz us into his church, his body, and tells us
that we're to hear one another's burdens. We can't deal with temptation
yery affectively on our awn. We need one anather. ‘we need close Christian
friends with whotn we can talk and pray, not just on Sunday, but
throughout the week.

Finally, the Serpent came to Adsm and Eve and termpted themn to eal of
the forbidden fruit. The Lord had warned them, "The day that you shall eat

Jdesus comes ta us this morning snd invites us to take and eat and live.

when you come to receive the bread and the wine this morming, come in
faith, believing that Christ died for you and that he has done everything

hecessary for your salvation.

Lot us pray: O Lord, you have sent us out into all the world to make fallowers from every nation,
help us to resist the ternptations whish you yourself have conquered, Keepous from offering o the
hungry nothing but bread; from presenting poreofs instead of a Person; and from serving the forces of
this world in the hope that thye wil serve us, your messengers ; throuah the power of your name.
Arnen.

of it, you shall surely die.” They ate and they died as sl of usalsodie .



