How to Have a Closer Relationship with God
& sermon by Ted Atkinson, Minister, WMﬁHMMMHMMNmmmdPﬂmmﬂmmﬁmmMn
Lent, April 1, 1990, Seripture Lessons: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 116:1-9; Rornans 2:6-11; Joha
11 :(HE-), 17~45.
In the Hame of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The events of thiz past week have o1l worked together to encourage me
to have a clozer relationship with God. About a month ago | became
vaquely aware of sormething being not quite right but didn't really think too
ruch sbout it. Lest Friday morning, however, | began to pay closer

sttention and became mildly alanmed. | scheduled an appointment at the
medical center that rorning where | could get inright awsy. After an
axamination the dactor referred me to see a specialist that same
afternoan in Lancaster. After the examination, which included & sanogram,
the doctor tald me, frankly, that he was very concerned sholt what he savw,
that something was definitely not right, and that he was fairly sure that |
had & malignant turor. He s:chedulad e far surgery a5 soon as possible,
which was last Monday.

After the surgery | spent several snxicus days awaiting the results
which care on Thursday. Doctor Pohl's first words were, "l have
relatively qood news for you.  It's & sermahoma. It's cancer but it's a type
of cancer very easily cured or destroged. If | had to have cancer”, he said,
“and | could choose what kind it would be it would be what you have. The
recovery rote is 9a% or better with radiation treatment. Unlike some

Canoet |

cells, semanorna 15 very sensitive Lo radistion and is destroyed by
even low levels” Sol'N be ha'nng 17 treatments of radiation in Lencaster
beginning Tuesday. Other than feeling like s0Mmeane just kicked me iy the

qrain | feel wonderful,




The events of the past week hove made me very aware af my mortality.
| believe and arm confident that this cancer will be destroyed bul | aleo
realize, as St Paul says, that my body is rortal. That's why Urioso glad
that Christ is alive and that the rizen Christ gives us hiz Spirit as o
quarantee of eternal 1ife. That Spirit working inus draws us into a closer
and closer relationship ta one another snd to the Lord. That same Spirit
will 1ift us up one day from the dead into the very presence o af Christ.

Mow | want you to listen once more tod partion of aur Epistie lessaon,
lr?gm; & Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit lives or dwells in everyane
who has placed their faith in Christ. And when we die phys ically, that
zarme Spirit which raisetlesus will raise us ta new life. The Holy Spirit
lives, not just in the charismatic wha's been given extraodinary gifts of
the spirit like tongues, but in every ordinary Chrigtian who sincerely
trusts in Christ for salvation and eternal 1ife. The Spirit of Christ i in
the teenaner who sincerely trusts in Christ. The Spirit of Christ is in the
doubter who struggles with belief and cries out to God, "t believe, help
thou my unbelief.” The Spirit of Christ is in the business wamah and
huziness man, i the teacher and factory worker who trusts in Christ

The Spirit is not necessarily manifested by spectacular signs. Rather
the Spirit manifests itself by what it is we've set cur mind= upan, whiat
aur goals are, what our priorities in this life are. 1f we set our minds on
the flesh, 5t Paul says, we've el our minds on desth. But when we set our
minds on the Spirit we're drawn closer and closer Lo the heart of Gad.

St. Paul says, “To set the mind on the flesh is desth”. I'm concerned by
what the teenager understands wher he or she hears those weards, 'm
concerned that the teenager might hear that as had news. When | was 8
teenager | was very much concerned about my flesh, and in particular,
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piraples on my flesh, l"d exarnine ry face every morning in the mirror and
apply clearasil. And | was also very much interested in the flesh of
athers, especially girls. | wes concerned sbout my Tooks and my
popularity. | wes very ruch concerned sbout rmy body. So [ wonder 1T you,
a3 o teenager, hear St Paul telling you thet, es & Christian, you can no
langer set your minds on these things. [T that's what gou understand Payl
to gay [ don't believe you'll be hearing what God wants yau Lo hear. I
telieve that God has good news for you, not bad,

I'm also concerned by what adults understand when they hear Paul sal,
"Do riot set your minds on the flesh.” | think of the factory worker. | think
of the schaol teacher, the business wornan or the business man whe hears
this. | wonder if, perhaps, what you understsnd Paul saying is this: Dot
set your minds on practicsl, down to eorth, things sbout how to makea
living, or how to stiract more customers or clients. Rather think about
spiritual things thet don't have anything to do with this world, If that's
what you understand, you won't be hearing the word of God correctly.

By flesh, Paul doesn't mean this flesh on on our bodies. The Bible
hever teaches that the bady is sinful, Everything God crested is good. Our
bodies are good. Our flesh and bones are good and necessary to ordinary
life. God came in the flesh in Jesus. God was once & teenager. God was
ance & carpenter. God knows what its 1ike. Paul doesn't mean that
thinking sbout and showing concern for physical things is sinful.

Rather, when Paul zpeaks of flesh, he speaks of sinful hurnan nature

which doesn't take God into sccount, that isn't concerned about God's will

for our lives or far this esrth, that's not concerned about the relationship
we have 1o God. People who set their minds an the flesh, in this sense,
dor't hear God speaking; don't see signs of God's kingdatn in this world.
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They don't care whot God says about the poor and the suffering. They don't
care shout thase who don't get knew of God's lave for them in Christ. Their
eyes are focused on the Tlesh, on the immediate, on what concerns them
alone, on what can be seen ar heard or touched with the hands.

The men who sets his rind on the Tesh looks et @ woman and sees only
a beautiful body, & sexual object, but not & person who loves and hurts ard
has hopes and dreams. The doctor who sets her mind on the flesh Jooks at
g patient only as a 1iving machine. The businessman who sets his mind on
the flesh sees a person only a3 a client ar & prospect, rather than & perzon
created in the imege of God. The student who sets her mind ar the flesh
goes to college for the sole purpose of being trained to make rmare rmaney.
The pereon wha sets his mind on the flesh may invest his money wisely,

buy the best insu fj?!lE%_QBt_ regular health check-ups, provide well for

farnily, rmake out a will but not take eternity into sccount and not take into
account what 1ife in this world is meant to be.

The mind that's set on the flesh, Paul says, is hastile Lo God; doezn't
subrmit to Bod's law: indeed, cannat. The mind that's set on the flesh can't
please God. When our minds are set on the flesh, in this sense, we mave
further and further away from the source of all 1ife. We move further and
further from God until we've remaved ourselves from the source of our
life,

To zset one's mind on the Spirit, on the other hand, is to hear a waord that
comes from eternity. To et our minds an the Spirit is to discover what it
means to be truly human, and what God requires of us. To zet one's mind on
the Spirit izt the Kingdom of God, to see beyond our awn narraw
concerns, without allogether ignaring our own COnCerns. To et our minds
an the Spirit is Lo see the purpose for which God crea’rwd us. when we set
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our minds on the Spirit we're drawn closer and closer to God,

Thiz past week has helped me ta keep toy mind set on the Spirit. 've
been confronted with my mortality. I've been confranted with the truth of
ald Gospel chorus | used to sing in callege chapet,

anlg one Yife, |

Twill soon be past,

Only what's done

For Christ will 1ast.

As we set our minds on the Spirit of Christ, the purpose of Christ, the
lave of Christ, we're drawn closer and closer to God. This doesn't happen
in isolation from others, As we're drawn closer to God, we're
sirpultanaecusly drewn closer to one another. wWe corme into & closer
relationship to God in community, in the church.

This week | got & get well card. On the outside & brown robed monk

zays, W 1e‘gau‘re‘getﬁng---lje'ttér, remernber: ‘Sormebody up therg cares =

about you." Inside it reads, "F.5. Sornehody dowrn here does tool” When Wwe
have our rminds set on the Spirit we know those Uwo things are true. it
doesn't mean that we never sin or that we never make mistakes. It does
rmean that it's God who gives our 1ife meaning. 1U's God who alone can show
us the purpose of our 1ife. God above cares abaut me. Brothers and sisters
in Christ here below care sbout us. We're drawn closer to God in
comrunity with others who know and trust Christ. wWe remind one another
that there's & world beyond ourselves; there's & word that comes to us

frorn eternity. Thanks be to God. Amen.




