How to Have Christian Attitudes
A sermon preached by Tad atkinson, Minister , Cucford Freztyterian Chursh, Oxford ,Fhon
Palm/Fassion Sunday , April 2, 1920, Soripture Lessonz: Isaiah S0:9-93 ; P=alm 23.3-16; Philippians
2:8-11; Matthew 27:11-54 (selagted verses),
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I our Epistie lesson St Paul writes, "Have this mind among yourselves,
which you have in Christ Jesus” (RSY). And the MY reads slightly
differently: "Your attitude should be the ssme g that of Christ Jesus."

what does it mean to have the mind snd sttitude af Christ? Would it be
fun to have the mind of Christ? | think it would be kind of fun to have the
rind of Chevy Chase or Carol Burnett. But do you think it would be fun tg
have the mind of Christ?

[ think there's rmany misconceptions about what it means 1o have the
rind &nd attitudes of Christ, | imagine that some of you may be-thinking,
“IT 1 had the mind and sttitude of Christ I'dg probably like the music of Bach
rnore than country and western music so I'm not o sure b want to have the
rind and attitude of Christ. And if | had the mind of Christ I'd probably
prefer to watch old re-runs of /esve /¢ {o Sesyar rather than Ssiurasy
Nigiht {ive which | now prefer.‘ Ur maybe the idea of having the mind and
altitude of Christ doesn't sppes) very much to you because you ke to read
the business section of the newspaper. Somehow it's hard for you to
irmagine snyone with the mind of Christ liking to read the business section.
He'd probably prefer the section an retigion.

But I'don't think having the mind and sttitude of Chrigt has anything to
dowith any of that. & person with the sttitude and ming of Christ might

very well like either Bach or Willy Nelson, either £ seve it 1o fegyarar
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Seiurosy Mgkt {iva, either the religion or the business zection.
what kind of mind snd sttitudes did Jesus have? He seemmed to have @

rare combination of confidence and hurnility. His canfidence came from



knowing who he was. Jesus knew wha he was. He knew he wes loved by
his heavenly Father. He knew that he was by nature equal to God. 1 believe
thiz is an attitude that God wants each ane of us to have: confidence that
God iz our heavenly Father, not of course in the some sense that Jesus iz
Jesus was God's son by neture from all eternity. ‘We become children of
God by edoption, through faith in Christ, Mevertheless, God wants us to
have this sttitude of confidence that we're children of God through faith in
Jesus Christ who died to save us and give us a new birth and a new family.
And & second attitude that Jesus had was hurrility. But please

understand what Christisn hurnility is. Many pecple think that hurnility

entails putting ourselves down, That's not a humility. That's

- zelf-centeredness. There's 8 wonderful ilustratian af-hurnility that | read

1ong ago and have never fargotten. |n 194k century England, two men,
Disraeli and Gladstore, were political apponents and arrang the most
pawerful men in England. For many years either Gladstone or Disrseli was
Prime Minister.

There's a story of & young wornan who had the qood fortune to dine at &
state dinner with Disraeli ar her right and Gladstone on her left. After the
dinner the news media asked her what it was like to dine with the twa
rost powerful men in England. She said, "when | talked with Gladstane |
had the feeling that | was in the presence of one of the most powerful and
brilliant mer in the whole world, But when | Lalked with Disreeli | had the
feeling thet | was one of the most beautiful and intelligent wamern in the
entire warld.” When we're in the presence of 8 truly humble person we
become aware of how much we have to offer to nthers, Jesusg was God in
the flesh but when sinners were in his prezence they didn't feel so much
quitty a= they felt Toved and accepted and valuable Lo britn.
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tnly & person who knows who they are can be s truly humble persan. ‘wWe
are loved by God because God crested us and Christ died for us. The Holy
Spirit has called us into God's kingdom and made us & rayal priesthood, We
don't have to prove how grest we are. Therefore can be hurmble in the
sense that Christ was humble.

| wish that | had more of the mind of Christ. | wish that the
nan-churched in this community Tell as comfortable and accepted by me
and you as the non-churched and nen-religious who lived in Paliestine
2000 years ago felt loved and sccepted by Christ. If we had more of the
mind and sttitude of Christ: confidence in who we are as a child of God

and hurnility in the sense that others feel loved and accepted in our

~ presence we wauld not-be shle Lo build a church big enough to contain a1l

the peaple who would be there to worship and praize God,

Letus pray: Almighty God our heavenly Father, give us the mind and attitude of Christ. Let our
confidence in your love shown to us in the death and resurreation of Chirist enakle and ernpower us ta be
hurable az Christ was so that aur bearts may be tender to all need and aur hands aive freely for His
zake. Amen,
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