Ceveral weeks age I spoke on Paul's instruction to
wives to "submit" to their hushands. I think that it is
only fair that T should give equal time to the instruc—
tions that Paul gave to husbends. Since most preachers
are men we tend to emphasise the responsibility of wives
and pass over the instructions given to husbands to love
their wives, Now you would think that if the wife's main
responsibility is to submit to her hushand, that the
husband's main responsibility would be to give prders to
his wife, to lord it over her her and to force her into
submission, But that's not what Taul says. "NMusbhands,
love your wives and do not be harsh with them,” In the
parallel passage in Fphesians Taul goes even farther. He
writes, love your wives, Just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for.... Hushands ought to love their
wives as their own bodies., He who loves his wife loves

himsaaf.,"

As T have talked with men... and especially when I
have talked with husbands... and when I examine my own
heart I discover sonething which I believe must be a uni-
versal principle, I think that nearly all men tend to be

o

very insecure., TScraith the surface of even the most macho

men and you will find all sorts of insecurity oozing out
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Now that may be true of women also, I don't know. But
I certainly feel that it's true of men, and husbands in
particular, Insecurity.

I reatly think that most hushands fear either that
thetr wives are dominating or will dominate them if given
the slightest opportunity. ‘'henever I feel that my wife

is tr

‘ing to dominate me I tell myself, "Uh Ch! GShe try=-
ing to deminate me, I've got to exert my authority more.
I've got to put my foot down. I've got to get tough."

There is rezl insecurity about this and I think that most
husbands sharve this with me. I think one of the reasons

I put off getting marriasd until I was 31 was this fear of
being dominzted by o woman, After 211 all nen were once
boys and as boys we were most likely raised by our mothers

who exerted a tremendads power over us,

with ne in his 1little book entitled, A Handbook to Larriage.
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I was interested to find that Theodore Zovet grees !
\
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He writes, "... the husband generally suffers from a feel- {
ing of inferiority to his wife.... He is, therefore, very |
|

sensitive to her criticisms-- far nore so tharn either
. realizes-- and is afraid of arousing them, To avoid the

possibility of criticism he often abdicates from his role

of coxswain (head of the fa.lly) and hands the responsibility

.‘
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‘over to his wife., Then he compensates for this by adopting ‘
a domineering attitude and assuming dictatorial airs. The
wife, for her part, also suffers from a feeling of inferiority
towadds her husband; this has commesctions with the way she
has been educated and conventions still fairly widespread.
The more these feelings of inferiority have been suppressed
the more she tries to compensate for then by criticism,
faultfinding, and depreciation of men in general and her
husband in particular."

It helps me, therefore, as a man and as a husband,
to listen carefully to what Paul says in our Scripture lesson,
Yy responsibility as a husband is not to protect or defend
my authority as head of family, 'y responsibility as a hus-
band is not to‘*ry to domineer my wife. My main responsi-
bility is to love my wife and to love my wife as Christ loved
the church. To love her, not if she submits to my decisions,

Re X
but regardless of her submission, Se  Leaded 3 QOUHA3
far HOWA AMAL L rr g (({\‘(h:\"' AAAE Lt (.uf-( ;‘\('IIVH", P{A}u”«_,ﬁ '
\ 'ﬁ ‘1' [_d Cl‘l‘lq- )3 i b\:t Niie v ‘ PoLAS LA P‘b"‘"5~v»"

When Paul told wives to submit to their husbands, he
was not telling them anything new. It was well understood
by both Greeks and Jess that the wife was to obey her hus-
band, Ile was her lord, He was clearly the head of the

house, There was nothing new in that command, The new thing

that Panl and Christianity introduced was that the hushand



also has responsibilities, As Ernest I', Scott has written
in his commentary, Paul "is careful to lay stress on recipro-
cal duties. This was the great Christian innovation in the
law of the family... Christianity insisted that wives...

had their rights as well as husbands...." In the ancient
world the woman had all the responsibilities and the man

had none, DBut Paul changes all that. He says in the mar-

riage relationship the husband is to love his wife.h”uj‘*

we(ah{tj responsibiliby awd doby That s,
Helmut Thielicke, the great German preacher and theo-
logian, has a beautiful passage in one of his books about the

~
)

power of love to transform a wife, He writes, "I once knew

a very cld married couple who radiated a tremendous happiness,
The wife especially, who was almost unable to move because

of old age and illness and in whose kind old face the joys
and sufferings of many years had etched a hundred runes,

was filled with such gratitude for life that I was touched

to the guick. Involuntarily I asked myself What could pos-—
sibly be the source of this kindly old person's radiance.
Ctherwise they were very common people and their room indi-
cated only the most modest comfort., But suddenly T

where it all came from, for I saw these two speaking to each
other and their eyes hanging upon each other. A1l at oncé it

became clear to me that this woman was dearly loved. And it
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was as if she were like a stone that has been lying in the
sun for years and years, absorbing all its radiant warmth,
and now was reflecting bach cheerfulness and warmth and
serenity. Tet me express it this way. It was nol because
she was this kind of a cheerful and pleasant person that
she was loved by her husbend all those years. Tt was pro-

bably the other way around, 3ecause she was so loved,

she becane the person I now saw before me."

But some of yon may be saying, "Put that's my pro-
blem, I no longer love my wife." You may have emen told
her. Tvery once in a while a minister will hear the knock
on his study door. Tt will be a middle aged man. MHe will
say that he nc longer loves his wife. They may have been
married for 20 years but he says he no longer loves her.

What does one say to such a person? R.C. Sproul of the

Ligonier Valley Study Center has a very blunt reply.

——d

Te tells the man., "Repent." Husbands are commanded by
God to love their wives, Love is primarily an action and
not a feeling, Tusbands have promised to love their wives.
"I... take thee... to be my wedded wife; And T do promise
and covenant; Zefore God and these witnesses; To be thy
loving and faithful husband; In pleaty and in want; In Joy

and in sorrow; In sickeess and in health; as long as we
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goth shall lave." Love is something that we promise to do.
Loge is also something that we learn to do. ‘alter

Trobisch has a beautiful little book that I highly recommend

to all who are married or who are contemplating marriage.

It is entitled, "Love is a feeling to be learned," Love is

something that we learn, The problem with a lot of men,

however, is that we have learned a lot of bad things about

Lo

what it means to love. lien are supposed to be macho., ey

are not supposed to be tender and loving. Love is a sign

of weakness. Several years ago there was a popular song

entitled, "Cnly women bleed." The meaning: only women really

love and make themselves vulnerable to being hurt.

But love is a learned response., NMen need to hear that,

You can love. God created us to love., He commands us to

love, Yevar tell yourself that you can't love and that you

can't love your wife. GCed—hes—comemted—ou—be-—dove,  You-
have promised+eo—tove—and you can learn to love, Uillian
James, the great psgghologist and philosopher once wrote

that we have far more control over our feelings thal we
admit. His idea was that w if we act lovingly, in a dis-
ciplined whg, and over a period of time, then the feelings

of love come. So if you really want to recapture the feeling
of love you once hdd %hen act in loving ways toward your

wife. Tt may be that you no longer love your wife because



7
you have stopped treating her with dignity and honour. You
have ignored hey perhaps. Perhaps you have been unfaithful
to her. No one can have feelings of love for someone you
treat with contempt., Don't blame your wife. Look to your-
selves. You can love. You can learn to love, even if you

have never loved. You can recapture that feeling of love

you once had.

A man was sitting at the dinner table reading the
paper. That's what he did every night for twenty some years
after eating dinner silently with his wife. His wife some-
times felt that she could have just as well eaten alone.
But this night, for some reason, call it the grace of God,
the hﬁsband put his paper down and he saw his wife. She
was standing at the sink washing the dishes with her back
to him. It was as if he had not seen her-for twenty years.
He thought, "My how she has changed." He memembers back to

. Before they were married
when they were young and in love. /ﬁe would stare at her
pictrue at night before he went to bed. When they were to-
gether he would look deeply into her eyes. He noticed the
cdlor of her eyes and told her how beautiful they were.

He would comment on her hair and her clothing, He would

tell her how much he loved her,

But then they got maxrried. There were money worries.

™ b r————
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There were troubles in the office. Children came along.
Both he and his wife added and redistributed pounds.

The television became more beautiful to watch than his wife.
And then there was the newspaper which he veiled his face
with every night after dinner which hid his wife. And so
it seemed like he really hadn't seen his wife for years.

But now, by the grace of God, he was seeing her once
more., There she stood with her back to him washing the
dishes. How long it had been since he last told her he
loved her. He wonders if he still loves her, After all
how can one feel much love for someone yéu haven't looked
at for years. He had been afraid to tell her he loved her,
He had always been afraid that she would mani@ulaté.him and
control him if she knew he loved her, Then something within
him from long ago whispbeed to him, "Tell her now. Tell her
that you love her." Fear fills his heart. He feels the
adrenalin flowing. He argues with the voice. "That would
be a lie, I'm not sure I do love her anymore." "Tell her
that you love her anyway. Go over there and put your arm
around her wadst and tell her."

Finally he tells her. "I love you." His wife turns
to him, non-plussed. "What did you say?" "I love you. 1I..
I Jjust wanted you to know that I love you." She is sus-
Picisous., What does he want? What has he done? She doesn't

know what to make of it
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Is that how you would respond if someone were to tell
you they loved you... with shock, suspicion, fear, unbelief.
When was the last time youilaoked at your wife? Uibheubh-—
reeking—ab-ker Can you remember what she was wearing yester-
day? Vhen was the last time you to0ld her that you love her?
When was the last time you took her out to dinner or washed
the dishes for her and stayed home and took care of the kids
while she got out of the house for awhile. When was the
last time you noticed the color of her eyes. T know, "You're
afraid you will be manipulated." You are angry because she
is not submissive to you. But you see, that's not your
problem. That's hers.

"Husbands love your wives "

AVEN




