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| will Build My Church

A zermion preached by Ted atkinson, Minister, Oxcford Freshyterian Church, Duxford, PA on the 12th
Sunday arter Pentecost, August 26, 1990, Soripture Lessan: Fsalm 127, Matthew 16:13-20,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
Last Thureday evening the Session unanimously approved the
recommendation of the builder, architect, structural engineers, and soil

The entine f;i buﬁ &\m\j us it QWSM efce
analysis engineers to demolish’evessbsng hut the bell tower dg@e. Hehes

hacn-disseveretthat The Christian Education building has inadequate

and o bacle wall had wo W«-‘«&D’Q"M a—ﬁ“aJl
foundations to support a third foord The demalition will probably begin
Tuesday. You'll have opportunity to ask rmernbers of the Session and Building
Cormmittee quesions about this decision after the worship service this
morning in the Parish Hall,

At the time of the fire, the {ire marshall estimated that we suffered

church will cost about 4 million dollars, including steeple, Urg'an ahd pews.

where are we going to get that kind of money? e hope that the
insurance company vill come through with the Tull replacernent value but it
inay take years before that's 3&1‘.41191:1. 5o, at present, we're about 2.5 miltion
dallars short of our goal. The good news is that we already have about 1.6
million dallars, so we'e 45% of the way there. But that's not enough to
hegin the building. We can't begin to build until we know where the rest of
the money's coming from. The working drawings will take about four
manths to complete and the architect can't start on them until he knows 17
we want @ 2 million or 4 million dollar doltar church.

There are basically two options: We can drastically scale back our plans.
The kitchen has already been scaled back Trom $100,000 to about $53,000.

A second option is to give, raise, and/or borrow the 2.5 million dollars.
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-~ —ppinions and personal tastesSome pecple prefeér chaotolate ice cream to

Persanally, I'rn confident that we can do this. All we need is 10 peaple to
give $100,000 each and anothier 100 to give $10,000. The rest of us can give
$500,000 over and above our regular giving and we'll have the money.

But why do we want to rebuild? Do we simply want to build & monument
Lo our awn glory like those who built the tower of Babel? Or do we reaily
believe that the living God has called us to minister, along with other
churches in Oxford, to the whole community? ‘whether or not the church
should be rebuilt depends on how we answer the question Jesus asked Peter,
“who do you say that | am?” Is Jesus the Christ? ls Jesus the Son of the
Hying God?

There's a strong notion in the world today that religious beliefs are 8

matter of taste. Science deals with facts. Religion deals with feelings,

yanilla. Christians prefer Christ to Buddha. Religion is a mattier of taste
and personal opinion. If that's aur view of the Christian Taith we can't
possibly hope that the Lord Jesus will build his church on that kind of faith.

Peter's confession takes the Christian faith out of the reslm of the
private and subjective and places it in the public arena. Peter confesses
that Jesus is the Christ. To us that sounds like a religious title but in his
day it was a political title. The word S7sf means de asoddedone 1Us &
title given ta kings who were anointed with oil at their coronstion. Peteris
zaying that Jesus belongs on the throne of Israel and not Herod.

The church has never been willing to put Jesus in the private world of
mere feelings end personal tastes. When Roman authorities required
Christians to give their highest allegiance to Caesar, the ruler of the Roman

Empire, they refused. "wWe can't do this”, they said. "Christ is Lord, not
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Caesar. Christ should be the ruler of the empire, not Caesar. The reign of

Christ has already t:ez&m and ane day Caesar will have to answer to ru‘lbt
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*.hhereva? {fi8 church has been faithful it has confessed that {Ihrlct =1
ol wsf Mokrinaal 4lovy, v

kingdom is the ultimeate goal of history®and that all people, everywhere, ovwe
ultimate allegiance to Christ. We believe that Jesus is more than simply
our personal Lord and Savior. We belieye Christ is Lord and Savior of the
world. We believe that Christ is Lord and Savior of the town of Dzford.
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Mat only that, | believe that Christ has the keys, not anly to heaven, het
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er-Chetst has the keys to the problem of world hunger, the keys to the M e as
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probiem of racism.

problem of tribal warfare in South Africa. |
Mtﬂﬁthe,r_ggjth of this town-the keys to-drug-and-alcoholprobter; the KEUTT

homeless! Thp keys are right there in the Gospel it the church would ondy

uze them. The keys are found in the pattern of the life, death and

resuf‘rectinn of Jesus. Jezus gave those keys to Peter and to the whole
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Jesus said that he will build b hur h. The word oy in the Greek

Mew Testament iz soc/esis It n;?iii U:jfi :”fféi’m Christ has called. The

church is people Christ has called to serve him. Christ has called his church

to be a sign of the new reality which God has made available to people in

Jdesus Christ. Chrizt has called the church to tell the good news of salvation

hy the grace of God through faith inJesus Christ as the only Savior and Lord.

The Yiving God has called the church to present the claims of Jesus Christ,

leading persons to repentance, acceptance of hirn ag Savior and Lord, and

new life as his disciples. Christ has called his church to undertake this

mission even at the rigk of losing its liTe, trusting in God alone as the
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author and giver of life, sharing the gospel, and doing those deeds in the

world that point beyand themselves to the new reality in Christ. oDy o p e e 02 9
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If we don't heed Chrizt's call then we aren’t really the church. 1f/4ve’re Ko TG ks

just playing religious games with God, playing Churchgwe should farget
ebuilding/ Jesus pr amised to build his church but he wor't build it on sand
or on shallow foundations and footers.

Jesus builds his church on & reck. Peter was a rock. Rather we should

R horms
say that he became s rock. His faith wasn't always strong. ~He took his eyes
off Jesus in the storm and began to sesk. Peter alsn denied Jesus three
£ triad 0% Jesus

times but he repented. He became the foremost apostle Tradition says that
he became the first Bishop of Rome and that he was put to death on a cross

like Jesus. Peter's faith grew strong. Peter came to have a rock like faith.

often don't feel that my faith iz very rock-tike. Sametimmes it feels maore
like quicksand and | feel like I'm sinking. Sometimes | deny Christ. But
when we exercise our weak, doubting faith, our faith grows stronger. And |
believe that my faith will become more salid and rock-like as | take risky
steps of faith in ohedignce ta Christ.

| believe our church will be rebuilt. Someday the steeple will be seen
fram miles around. | want you to irnage yourself with your arms and legs
wirapped around it near the top. You're looking as far as you can see in &ll
directions. You can see planes fiying off to all corners of the world and you
think of how the church i2 not just here in Oxford but around the world and
you want to support your brothers and sisters in the faith around the world.
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You agsn see all the new homes being built ss=te : ae—torepebes—asit and you
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wonder how rrany of those p euplerealigknnw Jdesus as the Christ, the Sor

of the Living God. Up there you can also see poverty, confiict within



~the living God? what has Christ called us-ss s church to be and da here in
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farnilies, pain, grief, loneliness and hardship and you know that Jesus has
the key to those problems. And you want your church, along with the other
churches in Oxford, to reach out to every faraily and person within sight af
that steeple and share with them the Good News that Jesus ig the Christ,
the Son of the Living God,

Many of us, perhaps, have the attitude, "I've got to see 4 million dollars
in the hank before I'11 believe we can build the church we need.” Lel me
suggest that we learn Lo say, "I've got to seffers 1t before | ever see it." If
God is &t work in us, God will give us the will and the power to achieve his
purpose. We've got to believe it before we see it, wWe should ask not, "Can
we afford it? Do we have the money?” That's the last question to be asked.
The first question must be, "wha is this Jesus? 1z Jdesus really the Son of
Mxford?

Let us pray: Almighty Father , whe inspired Simon Feter, firzt among the apostles, to confess Jesus
a5 Messiah and Son of the Hiving God: Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of thic faith, so that in

unity and peace we may proclairn the one truth and follow the one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigne with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, nocw and for ever, Amen.,
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