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IT You Couldn't Fail

It i3 an especially solemn experience to overhear someone wha loves

us pray for ug; to overhear, late at night, our mother or father praying for
aur safety as we prepare to go off to college or work or war, In the
seventeenth chapter of St John's Gospel we are priviliged ta overhear just
such & prayer of Jesus for us. He was leaving us end going to the Father,
and in his absence our safety wes hig grest concern. John Calvin wrote,
"The object of the whole prayer is thst the disciples may not lese heart, as
if their state were worsened by the bodily ebsence of their Masier. ..when
the disciples were deprived of Christ’s bodily presence it was no
detritnent to them, because God received them under His quardianship, the
power of which is everiasting.”
____This is a_picture, nat_onlyof_Christ.on the_night_he.was.betrayed, tut--
slso of the ascended Christ todsy at prayer. Listen to what he's praying.
Christ prays that God will protect us so that we might be & united church;
that none of us might te lost; that God would keep us from the evil one;
and that we might be dedicated to carrying out to its compietion Christ’s
mission to the world. The success af that mission has been guaranteed by
the crucifixion of Christ. The crucifixion was like D-Day. Forty yesrs ago
General Eisenhower and Field Marshall Montgomery weatched aver the D-Day
invasion of Mormsndy as milliots of G..s stormed Omaha and Utah beach.
The successful outicome of that invasion guarenteed sllied victory over the
forces of Nazi totsliterianism. NMineteen and twenty yesr old soldiers
went on to liberate Eurcpe and bring an end to the satenic concentration
camps. Many gsllant soldiers still would die before Yictory Europe day,
but the final outcorne had been decided,

The day that Christ died is the Christian’s D-Day. On the cross Christ
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was locked in deadly batile with the Prince of Dorkness. [l looked os

though Christ were pinned down forever by those nails. He died in the

_struggle. But three days later he rose yictorious from the desd to tell us

the outcarme of his battle., Christ was wounded but Satan's tiesd had been
crushed, Satan's power had been vengquished. He had wrested Satan's
throne. He had harrowed hell, That was the cAeres s D-Day. That day the
putcarne of the wear with Setan was forever settled.

Then the church, led by the Risen Christ and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, snd having esteblished o beach-hesd in this warld in Jerusalem on
that first Pentecost Sundsy, went out to conguer Palestine and Rarne ard
the utter most parts of the world for Christ, And ever since thst time the

hosts of hell have been on the run wherever the Gospel of the Kingdom has

been_procisimed. in.power.—Christ-hag. given-us-orders_to-corry-the-atlack—-=

all the way to the gates of hell. 1t's not the church that's suppose 1o be on
the defense between now snd Christ's return, 1t's the devil that's should
be on the defense. Christ has promised that the gates of hell shall nat
prevail,

So confident is Christ of the final victory that he lefi the figld of
battle farty days sfter his resurrection, on Ascension day, 1ike a general
who leaves before the battle is entirely aver and goes home confident that
his army will complete the task,

Hig kingdorn cannot fail--

He rutes o'er earth and heav'n;
The keys of death and hell
Are to cur Jesus giv'n:

Lift up your heart,

1ift up your voice!
Rejoice, aqain | say, rejoice!

But so often we do not rejoice.  We go lippity-lippity, like Peter
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Rebbil in Fermer MacGregor's gerden, sfraid of failure, in feer of the
defested devil, hoping to be snatched out of the sinful world; & sorry,
wretched, ragged, discoursged, bunch of pilgrims who more often 1ok like
refugees fleeing in disarray from disaster then kings and priests preparing
to enter into our inheritance.

Listen to what's being said, in print end on redic and TY by s good
many evangelical Christians. It could be suromarized like this: “Yes, the
world is in & mess, but this has been predicted in the Bible; the world is
redically sinful end ruled by the devil. But don't worry., When the time
cornes, all true Christians will te snatched out of the world to dwell in
safely with the Lord.” The implications of this teaching are obvious:
there is nothing Christians can do about the evil in the world, no steps we
c:_ar]____tj,ke‘whi chowill_evertAhe_maonstrous-castestrophe—sall-we-can-do-is
carnfort one encther in our cstecombs until we are snatched away to
heaven. The sppeal of such thinking is surely to cur selfish instincts, The
world mey be going to hell, but ‘when the roll is called up yonder, / 7/ be
there’, Thet to me rules it out as an expression of the mind of Christ.

But what if we could overheer Jesus praying for us? With whet
confidence would soldiers march into battle if they knew their army was
gesured of ultimste victory? And when we over-hesr Jesus praying for us
now, with what confidence would we go into battle todsy sgainst evil. if
this morning we would over-hear the ascended Christ praying for us surely

we would re-dedicate our lives to the cause of Christ, confident that God

will protect us from ultimete failure, oo Jwif-lnf\ow‘ a joben-
\r‘(u By

How many grest things never happen because we fear failure?”Some

people hesitate to dedicate their lives to Christ whole-heartedly tecause

they're afraid they'll fail and make & fool of themselves or of Christ. But
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what if you couldn’t fail ultimately? Of course you')l heve set-backs, The
economy might teke a turn for the worse and you could lose your job, You
could lose yaur shirt on the stock-market. You could lose your wife or
husband or & child. You could lese your hesith. But Christ's Zins/ victory,
and ours, is assured. All injustice will come to srend. Every tear shell be
wiped awey. Desth shall be swallowed up in victory. Ultimate victory is
assured.

wWhat if we approached every ares of life frarn this perspective?

Ultimate victory hes been assured. Ultimately what's done for Christ
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cannot fail.a Whet if & united church throughout the world worked for e gnvs sbemp
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world peace the wey the church fought to end the slave trade 200 years ;“““‘3&"*
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agn. Back then cynical people, aware of the power of evil in the world (but ~eady & Duoraw
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| not so l’J{*{E}I’EHOL the power of Christ) said ,j;tlaj_s_lay,ej_g_c‘o_ul‘dn_t_pg;w.jD‘e_girr_._.___!_,__.:%?ig
out. They acquiesced to evil. Bul pecple like John Newton and William peragey Fow?;
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wilburforce believed thet Christ is king and that the church wes to - y
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cornplete his mission., Because of their untiring labors slavery wes O.g wd
fZL~('~~M

‘U}% M(L 7“/‘*’ e
the wesapons race with the confidence thet our efforts cannot ultimetely | o /(0.

nutiewed. What if we were to put our energies as Christians inte stopping

fail? whet if we were to ssy that Christ is king snd these dangerous toys
have no place it his kKingdormn?

One hundred end fifty years ago Williem Carey spoke of sharing Christ
with the heathen, snd the church rocked with laughter &t so crezy a
acherne, "When God is pleased to save the heathen he will do it without our
helpl” They mocked Cerey. They were convinced thst his efforts would
come to nothing because the heathen derkness was so deep, Bul William
Carey has had the last Taugh. Far the first time in its history, the Church

has become & truly global religion. The pecple whoe wealked in darkness, on



thetn has light shine. What if some of the confidence that inspired Carey
as o Clumch ;
were to energise us'even on a small neighborhood scele, what if we would
bresk out of our narrow Christian ghettos end  hegin to invite our
unchurched neighbors to our homes for desert in order to develop trusting
relaticnships that would open doars for the sharing of the gospel? ‘why
not have START dinners to which st least hslf of those invited were
hare-churched? ‘We couldn't fail to see Christ’s kingdor grow.

GK. Chesterton ance asserted that “every real Christisn who believes
in his faith must do two things, he will dance, and he will fight; dence, for
sheer happiness; make war because he has discovered something thet is
irresistible, and opens a sure psth to triumph.” Today, risk something for
God thet you've never risked before knowing that Christ has opened a sure
. bath to triumph. - _You_can't. ultimately-feil. -All-of ol failures~gre= e s
ternporary feitures if God is their watching us, keeping us, sanctifying us. T
[f you've tried and failed to live deily for Christ, try agein knowing that,
uttimately, you will see victory. If you've fsiled as a parent, husbend or
wife then pick up the pieces and maove on in the knowledge thal God will
keep and protect you as you daily dedicate yourself to his service, |f
yau've failed in your faith and are full of doubts, don't give up. Christ has
profmised that those who seek shall find. Don't give up on the means of
grace and the basic Christisn disciplines of daily prayer, daily reading of
Scripture and the gethering together every Sunday for the service of Word
and Sacrament. Don't give up fighting for peace, honesty and decency in
society. Don't give up striving to be more like Christ. And above all,

rejoice-- the Lord is Kingl Your Lord and King adore! Rejoice, give thenks,

and sing end triumph evermare,

“Mow unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultiess before the



presence of hiz gloriy with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty,
dorninion and power, both now and ever. Amen,

Let us prey: O Ged, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with
great triumph to your kingdor in heaven: Do not lesve us comfortless, but send us your Holy
Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Saviar Christ hay gone before; who
lives snd reigns with you snd the Holy Spirit, one God, inqlory everlasting. dmea.

{4 sermor preached st Knox Presbyterian Church, Kenmore, NY, by the revd. Theodore S,
Atkincon on 18 May 1985, the Sunday after Ascension Day, on the Gospel text, St. John t7:11b-19)




