[Uuzm'ts-l LA\ AR AN Y P ¥ 5 V- y (5u.4/§’7v~

a

In Response 10 the Oklahoma City Bombing Trageday
& sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Dxford Fresbyterian Chureh, Oxford, PA on April 23, 1995, the
second Sunday of Easter. Soripturs Lessons: Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31,

it THE HAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

President Clinton has declared this day as a day of national mourning -
raourning for those killed in the bombing in Oklahoma City. I'm aware that | have
rarely addressed the tragedies that we read about in the newspapers. we've
prayed aboul the genocide in Rwanda and in Bosnia but | didn’t address thos
tragedies in & sermon. ‘We prayed for the families of those killed in the waco
massacte of the Branch Davidians two years ago, but | didn’t address that event in
@ sermaon.

I | ware to address every tragedy that happens 1'd be doing nothing else but

address mg tr agemﬂs Every month - nearlg every week some tragedy hits
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somep]ace in the world - hurrlcanes, terrorist attacks, earthquakes. So U'm not
addressing the tragic events of last week because it was mare tragic than some of
these other gvents. Moram | addressing the Oklahoma tragedy because President
Clinton has called upon the nation to observe a day of mourning. | would like to
think that what | say is said in the light of the Word of God. | would like to think

that what | say is gaid as a minister of the Gospel.

First of a11, | want to emphasize how easy it has always been to jump to
premature conclusions - to ook for scapeqgoats - to blame innocent people for
crimes for which we do not yet have suspects. Throughout history, men and wormen

- Christians included - have blamed innocent people for crimes and tragedies they
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did not commit.

For example, hovy many of us believed Susan Smith several months ago when
she blamed two African Americansg for abducting her children. Racists were
pleased that their prejudices were verified. Irmediately, hate crime against
African Americans incressed. 5o many of us were all too ready to believe that
African Americans had kidnapped her children. We were deeply asharmed when we
discovered that Susan had murdered her avwn children and blamed African
Americans.

Last Wednesday, when | first heard about the Oklahoma bombing, those
fleeing the crime were described as laoking like they came from the Middle East.
om0 GG wrere el do uadh ol blawme an Brabs on Flosins
The media has too often portrayed Arabs and Middle Eastern people as terrorists.
vapral Ihdd e Eastem | men were qp_p:'lajnded a_@j_gfzgiﬁmﬂgq _‘__T:«_na_r_gl_}wgfudents
gt Indiana University in Pennsylvania were assaulted. We're so quick to belisve
our prejudices.

Ruqit toimg . Corgervafucle,
This, in Tact, is what happened to Jesus. People were too geager to beliave
what the media maniulators had to say about Jesus. He was innocent yet he was

charged with blasphemy and sedition and killed. So this tragedy tells me that |

should not rush to judgment.

Secondly, the bombing in Dklahoma City may have been in retaliation for
Mu&“\"ﬂ"“j "2 N
what happen in Waco, Texas two years ago. |t may have been aa extreme

expression of the anti-federal government sentiment that fills the air waves. Two



years ago. L0 the very day, federal authorities invaded the property of & small
religious sect called Branch Davidians. Seventy five men, women, and children
were Killed. The federal government harrassed and persecuted these peaple for 51
days before laying siege to it. From what I've read - and what | read may be wraong

~ but from what I’ve read the Branch Davidians had not broken any fire arm laws

- nor was their any evidence of child abuse as originally stated. I'm left to wonder

if this is an instance in which a powerful government cracks down on a strangs

religious sact with whom few of us feel any sympathy. Governments, throughout

the world, continue to persecute and scapegoat people who are adherents of small,
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despised religious cults. “Whenwer that h&pppns - whether in {ran or mgerta nr

the United States Jesus is hanged on a tree again.

Can we be critical of government without contributing to the hatred and
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venom that leads to violence against the government?

Thirdly, it could be that this crime 135 an escalation of the cuiture wars
already dividing our nation. This tragedy brings home to me the fact that our
nation is involved in a civil war of sorts - a culture war. Increasingly our nation
is divided - sometimes violently divided. On the one side are conservatives -
conservatives are associated with pro-life, anti-gay, and anti-federal government
movements. On the other side are liberals - liberals are assocated with pro-
choice, pro-gay/iesbian civil rights and big government.

For a number of years the war has been a shouting war - pro-lifers and






outraged by the tragic 10ss of life to children and men and women when the Branch
Davidian headquarters were located Individuals will have to be tred and
sentenced. Bul is it possible that God wants our nation and the church to repent
and be forgiven?

The Bible tells us that =in and evil 12 more than individual Sin and evil is
also corporate Nations and churches sin and need to repent and be forgiven. You
and [ sin individually. But sin and evil is greater than our individual acts Peler
sa1d that God raised up Jesus that he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. Israel was a nation at that time. |srael referred not simply
to individuals - but ta the people of God and to a nation. The Bible tells us not
only thal individuals need ta repent and be forgiven - nations need Lo repent and he
forgiven - God's people need to repent and be fargiven,

Could it be that our nation needs to repent and be forgiven in the aftermath
of the Dkiahoma City bombing? And if so, what do we need to repent of? Could it
be that our nation needs to repent and be forgiven for what Pope John Paul |1 has

called a culture of death and vialence?
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