-}

-1

Jesus and the Family

A sertaon by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Preshyterian Church, Ouford, P4 on the dth Sunday after
Fentecost, July 1, 1920, Soripture L»- sone Genesis 22:22-32; Rornans 5.3-11; Matthew 10:34-42.,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SOM AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Maybe yau've noticed that same people prefer not to talk about their
families. Young parents are often eager to tell you about their newbort
child; there's a special sparkie in their eyes whenever they get on the
subject. Mew grandparents, too, 1ike to tell you about this special little
person who got to be the maost delightful persan in the warld, But
sumetimes, among pecple whose awn children are pretty well grown up and
among grandparents whose grandchildren heve perhaps gane through a
divorce, there's 1ittle inclination to telk about their families, their eyes
qlaze aver and their replies are vague shd evasive

The reazon for this is that our families can often be a saurce of- pain. .-
There asre fermily pleasures, of course, thet you can't duplicate in any other
area of life- the surge of pride you feel, for example, when Jour children
nraduate frorm high school or college; the warm glaw you Teel when your
children are able to talk freely sbout their love for you; the special
expression of kindness and appreciation you feel fram a child or your

spouse. But there can alsa be a grest deal of pain- for example, when you

watch your children mmake mistakes that you can't do anything to stop;
wher you'd desparately like to help them but you can't; when injury and
death invade the family circle. So, sometimes, when you bring up the
subject of family with those you know anly casually, you discover thet
zsorne of them would prefer to drop the zubject. Mederhoed, Family Misunderstanding

"Cometimes a ohe's enemies will be the members of one's own
household,” Jesus said. That's a painful reality in meny families. The

family is becorning a place of danger for millions of children whe're being



abused by their parents. Child sbuse can take many forms with sexusl

ztatistics show that 25
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abusze the most feared and sickening. Recent
percent of females in the United States have been severaly abused by the
time they are sixteen; for males the stetistic is 20 percent. A poll taken
in Christian college afnong 247 wormen showed that 96 of thern had been
abused. Experts say that most of the abuse occurs in the hofme. J tederhood,
Love and the Farnily

Horrible crimes are being committed within the family these days.
Child abuze cases and fatalities that result from them are at an all time
high. Bovernment agencies are overwhelmed by the need to refer more and
more children to foster homes and social agencies for care. We're all

aware that aside from the glaring cases of family breakdown that require

T police mter'?enhﬁn and sssistance (RO public agehidies) Seridl Efamily— "
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problerns can plague even the best households, Nederhood, Houzehold Love

But sometimes its one's faith in Christ that sets a man against his
father, s daughter against her mather, s daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. Sometimes we make eneries against our will when we
take a stand for Christ and Christ's kingdom.

wher we think of a family most of us stin think primarily of & mother,
father and a couple of children. In Morth America, at 1east, the family is
basically nuclear, private, and relatively child centered.

But when Jesus said that his followers most love him more than
family, the family meant something different. The farnily included three
or four generations living together often under the sarme roof with the
oldest male a5 the head of the farily. The family wasn't & privete refuge
but & very public institutien. Families lived mare fully in communities
thar in individual homes. when Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem when
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Jesus was 12 years old they didn't go as an individual Tamily but as an
extended family with many cousing and aunts and uncles. That helps to
explain why Mary snd Joseph didn't miss desus for three days after they
left for home. They just sssumed that he was with his extended Tamily.
And in thiz kind of extended family decisions were made in comrmunity
with the head of the family rmaeking the decizions about the most important
things in life such as religion. It was unhesard of in those days for
individuals to choose their own religion as we do today as though we were
ina cafeleria.

You can imagine, therefore, the conflict that atoze when ter and
women declared their faith in Jesus a3 God's Messish and decided Lo follow

Christ.

Harvel CORf Was o fissionaryTHKared for Tham] year 5 where the ~

family structure is stil much the way it was in Pelestine in the days of
Christ. A young teenage girl from & Confucisnist family began to attend
hiz Bible study. Eventuslly she came to Harvey and asked to be baplized
and confess her faith in Christ.

Harvey was faéed with a dilerma. He knew that if that gir] confessed
her faith in Chrizt her farnily would turn against her, And yet he
rernermbered the words of Jesus and haw loygsity to Christ and his Kingdom
transcends aven family loyalities.

The young wornan lived in an extended family containing four
qenerations of which she was the youngest. So Harvey, trying to deal with
his dilemrma, went to the worman's great grandfather, the head of the
farily. He spoke to him with the utmost respect. He gxplained how his
grand-daughter had been sttending hiz Bible study and now wanted ta

confess her faith in Christ and be baplized.
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"But", Harvey, said to the old man, "I don't want to do thiz without
spesking to you as the head of the family and explaining what thig mmeans
and hopefully receiving your blessing to do this. She loves you and her
rnother and father and reapects her sncestors but | know that if she makes
this decizion on her own her whole farnily will be against her”

The old man listen thoughtfully and then said, "wWe will talk sbout this
ir our family”

Severs! days later the old patriarch sent & message to Harvey fnviting
hirn back. “we have talked about this in our Tamily and we want you to
explain rmore fully who Jesus is and the meaning of traptisrri."

Harvey explained that Jesus is God's own son who died on the cross ta

forgive our sing and to gather all people into the family of God. In baptism

we digta our@ld 1iTe arid our oldagaTties dnd JESE CHFTSt becanas the ™~

Lord of our lives. We're given a new name and enter the family of God.

The old man sent Harvey awsy. Days later he received another message
fram the patriarch to visit a third tirme. "Our family hes thoroughly
discuszed the issue of who Jesus iz and what baptism means and we all
want to be baptized and confess our faith in Christ and belong to the
farmily of God." '

| dom't imagine we'll ever understand that concept of the family, we've
become so radicslly individualistic. In our culture, not even the famnily has
the central valug. Self and self fulfilment has becarne the primary value
far many Americans,

| think of & story that Garrison Keillor telle. Byron Tollefson was 2o
proud when his son went off to college, the firet Tollefson ever to go.
Byron had worked hard on his dairy fsrm for this. At the end of the first
sernester his boy came home for a two week break. Early the next morning,
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before sunrise, Byron knacked on his boy's door Lo help kit milk the cows
just like he used to do before he went away to college. His boy said he
didn't feel Tike it.

“what's wrang, son, you sick?”

Mo, the boy said, he fell deprezsed and he just needed tirme to find
himself. Byron was tlaT'T']EL‘JJ durmbfounded, shocked.

"Find himeelfl He doesn't have to find himself. | can tell him where he
jz." Byron didn't know what finding oneself had to do with forty Holsteins
that hiad to be milked and the stalls cleaned and the feed put down. He
didn't see how depression entered into the picture at all. "If | had ever

said that to my dad, he woulda walloped me one upside the head, given me

zomething to be depressed about.”

C T TR ive toda ay Stbject o the cursedf FIggEd T vidaE i s T tHEe T —

be true. Even the famﬂg is seen as just one of many things which exist to
bring us self-fulfillrment. Too much centers on what | can get out of 1ife.
"Give me a cornfortable home with & lovely wife and happy children. Throw
in & dependable car, good health, an adequate salary, and | cah live pretty
well, The church is impaortant because | always feel so much better when |
ga. It gives me so much peace. T something goes wrong with my house,
my wife, my children, my car, my health, my job, or my retigion, | want @
guick fix. If it can't be fixked, '] throw it away.”

Jesus, the Risen Lord, confronts this kind of radical individualism of
our culture and the ‘cult of self-worship. He says, "Do not suppose that |
have core to bring peace to the earth. Do not suppose that | died for you
50 that you could live peacefully with poverty, child-abuse, homelessness,
racism and men and wornen who don't Know me and don't Know right from
wrong. | did not come to bring peace, but & sword. Whoever finds hizs life
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will Tose it, and whoever lozes his 1ife for my sake will find it."

| believe that true identity iz found only in Christ. A person must 1o

aneself in the service of Christ and Christ's kingdom to find oneself. ve're

rore than individuals seeking self fulfillment. For the Christian, self

fulfilltent is discovered through participation with athers in the effort to

create a just and loving society sccording o God's will. A Christian

doesn't aspire to comfort, success ar besuty, or peace ahd prosperity but

to the will of Gad, the Kingdam of God. "Thy will be done on earth &s it iz

in heaven.”

I the words of our new Statement of Faith,
in s broken and fearful world '
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Saviar,

. oo Yo unmask idolatries in churehoandoultuce, o B

o hesr the voices of peoples jong silenced,
and to live holy and joyful lives,
aven as we wateh for God's pew heaven and new earth,
prraying, "Come, Lord Jesust”
Bbziuk
Let ug pray : Holy God: gour Son dernands cornplete devation, Give us courage to take up our
oross, and, without turning back, o fellow where he leads us, Christ cur Lord and Master. Amen.
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