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Just iike A Mother

A zermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Preshyterian Church, Oxford, P4 on the 13th
Zzng:i :;’iﬂr Pentecost, September 2 |, 1930, Soripture Lessons: Exodus 19:1-9; Psalm 114 Matthew

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

[ want to direct your sttention to the 01d Teatament lesson. It takes
place about 1400 years befare the birth of Jesus. The nation of (srael is in
the desert wilderness at the foot of Mt Sinai where Moses is about to
receive the 10 Commandments. The Lord had just saved srael from slavery
in Egupt. He enabiled thern to escape the armies of Eqypt. He led them safely
thraugh the Red Sea.

Then the Lord calls to Moses. "Tell your people this. You saw what |, the
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LORD, did to the Egyptians and how | carried you a3 an eagle carrd
young on her wings, and trought you here to me.” &N B
Motice how God speaks of himself. [ carried you a3 an waqie carries her
young on her wings, and brought gyou here.” God speaks of hitnsell ag mother
Maybe out in the wilderness the sight of eagles were cormmon to the
Israelites. Maybe one day they saw on ane of the crags of Mount Sinai @
grest mother-eagle hovering over and arcund her nest, trying to tempt her
fledgeiing to take of f for the first time into the air. But the Tittle fellow,
not knowing yet what wings ioare far, refuses to leave the comfortable nest
on the craggy ledge. So the mother-bird rises in the air above and with &
sudden swoop strikes the nest and the young bird and &aséa;bﬁw; hurtiing
out. ettt The fledgeling is forced ta 71y hove. And around him the
rother-eagle flies, until at 1ast the young bird's strength gives out.
Imimediately the mother sweeps suddeniy under the fledgling and takes in an

e outstretched wings and carries it to safety.
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lzrael was Jike that fledgling, hesitant and fearful about leaving the
security of Egypt where they were slaves. Bul God forced them out of the
nest, and 1ike a mother bird carried them through the Red Sea to safety.

God is like a mother... like a great mother bird wha carties her young on
her wings to safety. Similar imagery is used of God in the Mew Testament
where we hear the Lord Jesus say, "Jerusaler, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have [ desired
to gather your children together as & hen gathers her brood under her wings,
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and yau were not witling!”  cemport g

wWhat do you think of when you say ‘God'? Every now and then it's good for
us to be challenged abgﬁu} the nature of the God to whaom ve pray and in
whoim we trust."\'%r ‘hg sBitule is our guthority as Christians as to what we're Lo
believe about God. -What we believe-and think of God should be based on what -
the Bible says. All af us, though, read the Bible with blinders. #ow might
see things in the Bible that / might othervwise miss. That's why we need to
meet in places like Sunday School, and small group Gible studies where we
have the opportunity to discuss what we've seen and read in the Bible. This
helps to open our eyes to what we've missed. [t also hielps to correct us
what we've seen amiss.

Most of us know that the Bible uses many stories, parables, similes, and
metaphors to tell us who God and what God does. Far example, Psalm 23 iz 4
favorite of many people. “The Lord is my shepherd.” God's care for his
neaple is descrited in terms of the relationship of a shepherd ta a flock of
sheep. That still evokes powerful feelings even though few of us have ever

had very close contact with shepherds. e speak of God as the King of kings

even though we overthrew s king to establish our independence 200 years

ago and think of monarchy as an anachronism today.
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Perhaps the most familiar term we use for God is "Father”. Jesus called
Gad "Abba” the Aramaic word for father. He taught us when we pray to say,

"0ur Father, who art in heaven.” Te

prodere; sratherto the Victorians whose fathers frown anus from-gid-
i i ; ) g etrraised-onthe-tmage-of
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BHAEEESME; isthe w f s the-Bibte-tsesto

tell uewhobod-ie and-what-bod-dees—Many-ot-these-we-simply-don-t-see.

One of the most armazing metaphors that's so easy to overlook is found in our
seripture Lessans this morning where-6od is-described-as a mothea :

| really find it remarkable that the Biblicsl writers, living &s they did, in
a patriarchal society, in 8 society where women were often treated like
property rather than human beings, spoke of God in terms of a mother. It
shows us that God's qualities and actions can't be spoken of in exclusively
male terms. The Bible speaks of Gad, not only as a divine Shepherd and s
King and & Father, but also as a Mother.

A child wakes up in the middle of the night frightened and calls out,
“Maml” Dad remainsg sound asleep, but the mother hears and rouses herself
out of bed. Sometimes it's in the winter and the floar is cold and the mother
walke barefoot to the child's room. Sometimes the mother has worked hard
all day and yet she manages to wake herself at the call of her child. She
hears her children’s cry and cornes and cradles and comforts the frightened

child. Gad is like that.



Or a child is plaging out in the yard on a warm, sunny day. She's running
bare-foot through the grass. She doesn't see the bumble-bee, steps on it and
iz stung. She cries out in pain and comes running to her mather wha
stretches out her arms and 1itts the child into her corforting arms.

5.4, Studdert-Kennedy was a chaplain in the trenches during Wi, He
=pnke of how strong grown men who'd been drinking and swearing and
wenching and acting tough hours before would, when wounded and dying in
their fox-holes far away from home, cry aut for their mothers,

David H.C. Read, recently retired from Madizon Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Mew York Citg,was a prisoner of war during Wil Once he came
scross & dying man suffering horribly from a grenade wound. He was &
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rough, tough, burly man but he was crying in his paird when Dr. Read bent

dovwn to-minister-to-him the poor-dying-tnan-begged Read-to sing to himan ---— -~

ald Sunday School hymn, "Safe in the arms of Jesus”™. Dr. Read was struck by
the incongruity of singing this hymn (that speaks of resting in the arms of
Jezus) to such & rough looking man. wWithout a doubt the man was thinking of
iz mother and how she used to sing hymns while he rested safely in her
grms aé g little bou.

In 1906 the stearship &esars/ Siacwyr sank in Mew York Harbor while
carrying sbout 1500 passengers on & Sunday school outing. It was one of the
great marine disasters, and it nearly wiped out a MNew York City church.
Among the few picked up from the water and rescued was a boy who said,
"My mother gave rme a life preserver, and that's how | got saved. | guess she
didn't have any for herslf, because they can't find her.” The Bible tells us
that God loves us like that (Albert P. Steuderman, {&7 /e Hiusirslie).

Tillie Maczek was & polish immigrant who settled in Chicago. In 1944

she put an ad in & Chicago newspaper, "$5000 reward for information 1eading
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to the arrest of the killers of Officer Lundy in 1932, Investigation revesied
that her son Joe had been sentenced ta life in prison for the alleged murder
although he insisted on his innocence. Mo one helie‘-;edfggar Polish
jrmigrant but his mother. She was hardly able to speak English and her
thusband had been & stockyard worker who died shortly atter their marriage
leaving her to raise her boy all by herself. Tillie sorubhed floors in Chicago
office buildings for year, rimping and saving until she finally had $5000
saved up from her meager pay. She then put the ad in the paper offering all
she had for information that would acquit her son. The ad attracted
attention. The newspaper itself became interested in the case and took up
her cause. Joe was eventually found innocent and released from prison. His
mother's faith and devotion had purchased his freedom {&lbert P,
Stauderman; £ gi-e fijustrata). God's-sacrifice and-love-for us purchases-— ---
our release from the prison house of sin and leads us to freedom.

when the Gible speaks of God in terms of a mother it's trying to tell us
how much the 1iving God cares for us-- as deeply and truly as one human
being can ever care for another. Mearly everybody in America believes in
God or & supreme being. But what difference does this God make? |s God
sirmply @ creator. |5 God out of date in our modern society like shepherds
and kings have become? |s it possible for us to believe that this supreme
being, this creator af the universe cares for us like & mothersd. bl Carry s af
Oon eagle corries At 5ou«»~3 O P congg 72

Let us pray : Gracious and tender God, you delivered your children from the house of bondage in Eqypt
as an eagle carries her young o her wings. Like a racther who will not forsake her nursing child, Tike

father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, you are Taithful. We trust inyou and want to find safety
beneath the shadow of your wings. Through Christ our Lord. Armen.
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e pray especielly for the Sol

Paztoral Prayer

Lord God, your eyes ars open day and right watching your children; your ears are always ready to
listen to their prayer. We have come to worship you. 'We cofne 83 Sinners, in nieed of your
forgivensss, e come tired from our work, in need of refreshment and recreation. We come with
worries, in need of your guidance. Lift uz out of our preoccupation with our own needs. Allow U
tn zee you with the eyes of feith and to heat with understanding what you have said to usin the
written and preached word, Make us thankful for a1l the good we've received from you. Awrakenin
us @ longing to do what's right. Make u2 aware of the great company, past and present with whom
we join to worship you.

vwe pray for the young people of our church a3 they go back to school,  «- ~Lafs T -
we pray for teachers as they go back to their classrooms snd students.
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-t which iz ztill without a contratt>

YWe pray for our nation, eur Prezident and for a1l those in authority, for those in the service and
in diplomacy... that yeu would Yead us in the wan that is right.

Ve pray for the nationz of the world and their leaders and for their dealings with one another; for

the breaking down of barriers of race and color; for politizal fresdom; for educationsl devel pment

and for @ more just econamic structure. Enable the rations of the world to turiio you in faith so

{hat they can receive the healing which they mozt need. Grant to your Church throughoit the world
the power of your Holy Spirit to speak the truth in love and do those things which will bring alery
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e pray for the workers of Ainerica and of the warld, we thank you for every kind of honest
employment. We pray for labor urians and for those in management, we pray thet they may use
the powers they possess wisely and well, snd contribute to the well teing of a1l of society. Bless
all meetings between employers and eraployess. Remove all bitterness, distrust and prejudice
from their relstionzhipa. Glve toall a=pi rit of tolerance, and an earnest desire to seek for ustice

and for truth, e — e W* -
Remermber the needs of our parishand its members. SEUVIPP N Dot ol b e ‘2‘“[“"“‘2"“
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Remermbet Cunthia Sawaya's mother. Rimar Do - iDL
pemermber Judi Jefferiz sister and baby. ' N E-JL.( Lredj
Remember ...

And now a8 Christ our Sevior has taught uz...




