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Enow That He is Near
& gevmon presched by Ted Atkinson, Hindater, (ford Preshvtscian Chureh, dxtord, FA on November 28
1993, the ﬁref Sunday of Advent. Zoripture Lessons: Izaish 64.1-9) 1 Corinthians 1:3-2; Mark 13:24-37;

Faalm 20:1-7 17-1§.

IN THE NANE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AHEN.

"The sun will be darkensd and the moon will not oive e lioht and the stare
will Le falling from heaven” Can you imagine anything darker? Can you itmagine

anything more frighteninz? Mo sun! No moonl One by one, the stare fall irom the

heavens until all is dark. 3o dark, you can feel the dark. So dark, vou can't fisure
ouf what direction to oo

1-, -

Lthink of several events in oy Ufe and in the e of our nation when the sun

stare fell from heaven,

...,'

was darkened, the moon stopped shinung, the

e

Jhurty years age this past weelk, Precident john F. Eennsdy was assassinated.
bAcst of us who wers ving at the time ~an remember oxactly whers we wers whean

wi feard the news. I was bussing tables i the college dining hall with a friend

whefl the newe came aver the intercom. "The President has been shob in Dallas ® 1t

Adn't make any difference whether yvou were a Democral or a Republican - fuost of
us [elt the darkness. Death happens every day to many people - but there was

semnething different aboul the death of 3 a president by assassination. "What gol

e
Qe
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wrong with this natien®” Omr classes were canceled. The entire student body and
faculty gathered that evening in Edman chapel [or a servics of prayer. [t was a

dark motnent in the life of cur nation. It was frightening. [ walked around as if 1n

adrearn ] fsitnumb. [ dido't weepo 1 remmetnber telling a friend that [ didn‘'t

know what [ was feeling. [ felt the absence of feeling [ felt numt:. The sun was



darkened and the moon did nof give itz light and the stars fell from heaven. [t was
2 dark and frichtening fime in my life.

[ think of another period of time when e cun, tneon, and stars stepped
shining. If was during the cemal revolntion of the stties [ orew up i1 2 sedteeds
Frotestant home deeply influenced by puritanism. We didn't talk about sex in my
home at all, Semehow, theugh, my parents communicated to me that any ind of
zexnal relationships cutside of marriagce wers shameil and sinfal Sex was like

; In the furnace it was good. But if 1f gets ouf of t&

s furnace itz frighfening and destructive. There was a right and thers was wrong.

The rules wpere very cleay, %ﬁi—r;" wetre Dlack and white, These rules wers like

the sun, moeon, and stars - something to steer by - sotnething that gave direction as
to what was right and wrong - something that let us know if we were going 1n the
wrong direction.

Entin the stifies T discoversd a 1ot of people didn't srow up in a hotne like
matne. It was the age of the "new morality” There was the pdll. Many of my
friends refoiced in an age of "Iree love” not knowing that somes would have to pay
for it later in remorse and in choices involving life and deall Everything I'd been

fanght and which I believed was being gquestioned. The old miles were Black and
white., The new riles were gray. "I il fesls good, A6 it There is no right and
wrong. Evervthing is relative. Each one decides for himself what's test. The sun

moon, and stars that we could once steer by were 1o longer there. The sufi was

darkened. the moon stopped shining. The etars fell from the heavens.

~a



Iy guess is that each one of ns can poeint bo Hmes when things cot pretty dark -
adiverce - a lost joby - the death of a parent or 2 child - news about your health.
The 11!-’ht of your life goes out. The sun s datkened, the moon fE;tO}'_:-E; shining, and
the stars fall one by one from the heavens.

Viidar Dutler Teals wrobs,

Things fall apart: the centre cannot hwoid:

Here anarehy 12 looged qpon the warld,

The bloaod -dimmed tide 12 loozed, and everywhers

The hest 1ack all conoiotion, whils the worat

Ave full of pazaionate intenzity.

Supely zome revelstion iz ot hand;

Srely the Second Coming iz at hand.
That's what happens when the sun, moon, and stars stop shining. Things fall apart.
Anarchy {s locsed upott the world - the biced-dimmed tide is [ooged.

e e died,

The disciples of jecus experienced this darknessa For three years they eat and

"y

drink 1 JesTis oy iravel willi himn, Thev zee hitn open bind eves. e heals
irink wilhy jesus. They iravel willi hira. The fitrn epeen Dlind &3

Chie s

ripbbed and restores limbs eaten away b leprosy. Thev see himn raise the
dead. Dub then ¢omes his arrest, Nis trial, his cruciiizion. Jesus dies on the cross
atid the sun is darkened - "From noon ofy, darkness catne over the whole land ”
Hever was thers a darker hour in the history of the world.

“When you see these things taking place”, fesus warned, vou know that the Son

w.

darkness they experienced at the crucifizion announced the advent of 2 new age
whett Jesus rose from the dead and sent his disciples into all the world Lo spread
the good news,

D eep reminding myself of this when the lights go out for me. For £Xample,

e



thereve been times in the rebuilding process when the 2un and moott have
stopped shining for me. Despate all the bright things happening, despite the growth
and activity of the youth gronp, despite the prospect of & wonderful Chiristinas
pageant involving nearly a hundred peopls, despite moreased allendance, despite
fhe labor of S0 many people in Mund-raising, despite this bnildine and the
replacement. of the steeple, despite the fact that we're giving mors than ever
before to complets the building, I get disceuraged - depressed. The sun and moon
=top shimng. Darkpessi
sotnetimes I fee] ke we'te wandeting in darkness, that we're [osing our way

The sun moon, ated <tars are @one and we've jost onr bearings and don't know

—

whel direction to go i We've spenlh s fnuch enerey rafsing money for the

tuilding that we have little left for evangelism, education, and the shepherding of

the ook of God. We've pul 20 much money o the building that we
for the mussion of Jesus Christ wn this town and around the world. When [ see these
things happening I get discouraged. I feel depressed. Everything seems so dark
Eut Jesng challenges my natural inclinations. He zays, 7. when you see thege
things taking place, you Know thal e is near, at the very gales” Jesus chiallenges

and reverses and confradicts our all too hnman inferpretation of the world and oar

own eXperience. The crizes, calamities, hours of desolation and heattbreak, which

By

to unbelievers prove there is no god, remind those who believe in Christ that He is
Mem "= (A THE DARKWESS,

e et rerr-sates” (see [ S Stewart, Sursum Cordall "Eesp alert,



wialch and wall”, Jesus tells vz IUs in the dark times that the Holy Jpdrit is mest

likely to burst upon us and give us a new lease on life, new hope new purposs and
new energy. Itz in the darkness that many people discover that Jezus {s the Light

7y rm—’ FUYPST OF DIVORKE =~ Lf& U FOUVE NOUST A LQue ONE - wWHEN Tl T KE
X LeHT S /& TOLCL LIFE HACE Gouaf OuT~

of the world. Thé gmmw- of Jesue gives us hope that onr church is on the brink of

A New sense of mission, a new intensity of purpose, 3 new realization that Christ is

near, at the very gates
Throughont the histery of the church and in the lives of the saints this has

proven to be true the darkest and most hopeless hours have been the preinde fo a

T

new advent and invasion of the Spirit of God. When the sun, moon and stars stop

shining there’s nowhere slse to go but frust in the One who placed the sun moon,

andd stars in the sky, who sent ug Jesus Christ, the bright and morning star, who
poured out his Holy Spirtt on the church and give us a new hirth when we are dead

inzin. Heisneari Heis abthe gates! Ilsrs abf the Sactatnent, we see Litn {ae fo

0 zawee, Thoos Davepoing, ootte aned cheer
Coy apirita by Thine adwent hers;
Diaperas the glooty clinda of night,
And degih's dark shadows put to flight
Fejoice! Rejoice! Emynaniel

Zhall come fo thee, O Isyael!

Let uz pray: Faithful God, youy protuses stand unshaken thoough all generstions. Renew 1z in hope, that we
@y be swake and glext walching for the florious return of Jesuz Choist, oux judge and ssvier, who lives and
reigna with vou in the andty of the Holy Spirit, one God, torever and ever. Amen.
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