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Life Can Be Complete
A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, FA on the sth
Sunday of Easter, May 1, 1988, Scripture Lessons: dots &:26-40; Psalm 22:25-21; 1 John 4:7-12;
John 15:1-58.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER ARD OF THE SOM AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Last week | came scross some of my old records from the late fifties, a
Buddy Holly alburn, 452 by the Shirelles, the Platters, and, above all, Elviz
Presley. Inthe late fifties | was a devotee of Elvis Presiey, to my
mother's harror. | can remember the first time | saw Elvis on the old Ed
sullivan show. | cut evening church just to see him. He sang, Yew sim'
syl iin el & found-aag and thousands of Leensged qirls in the sudience
shrieked hystarically and threw articles of clothing at him. Guerds held
them back from coming on stage. Then Elvie began to gyrate seductively.
Luickly, the cataraman focused on his face so that the Ly, sudience could
anly imagine what was going on below his neck.

e e et et me S TR A TR LT e VRS EITE. T HE Was s role
model for me. My father was in his siktieg, Hterally dieing, but Elvis
pulsated with 1ife. | had all of Presley's hits. 1'd listen to them over and
aver and ['d sing along. | wore my hair like Elvis. [ used pink hair wag to
glick down the sides and I'd brush it back into a duck tail. And when | Teft
the house ['d unbottor the top three or four buttons on my shirt and turn
up my collar. And life was complete for me when someone would say,
"Hey, &tkinson, you Jook a little bit like Elvizs Presley.”

[ think that if | were Lo describe in Biblical 1anguage my behavior i'd
zay thet | was &4/275g in Elvis Presiey. Something of the life of Elvis
was emerging in me. His message, his values were being incorporated into
my 1ife. My hesd and heart were filled with hiz musgic. | wanted 1o loak
like hinr and sound ke him. | surrounded myself with friends all of whorn
tried to ook and act like Elvis. Well, the years pasged and my interests

turned to ather music and other people. But in 1977 the King died, and |



was shocked and saddenad.

That's the way it is with our herces. Lindbergh, Joe DiMaggic, tke, JFK,
They inspire us. Something of their life enters us and then they die. But
Jesus is different. He alsa died, but he rose agsin from the dead. He lives,
and millions find purpose and Tulfilment in 1ife through his lite. "Abide in
me," he seys. That means that something of hiz life enters us. his wards..
his acts.. his friends.. until we begin to act Tike him, and have his mind
and attitudes.. snd people 1ok at us and see something of Jesus Christ in
us.

But this ism't & private thing, just between Jesus and me. Religion is so
easily privatised. Somany of our hymng are "me and Jesus” hymns, as if
the Christian life were nothing more than s personal relationship to Jesus,
A personal relationship to Jesus Christ /& fundamental. Apart from the
Risen Chrizt_we can.donothing-But Christieniiy-is—sresethan g personal  ————————"-
relationship to Jesus Christ as a1l impaortant as that is. A personal
relationship with Chirist unites us with all others who are united with him
in faith.

The Rigen Christ tells us that aur life can be complete only wher we're
connected, with all the other branches, to hirm; ordy when, through Christ,
we're related to countlezs thousands of Chriztians, in Russia, Ching,
Central America, Africa and Europe, a5 well a5 all the men and waornen iln
ages post who've been united to Christ, We're part of g gravevine that has
spread around the world and the purpese of that grape-vine is to produce
fruit.. grapes which are turned into wine which the Bible says "makes glad
the hearts of men.” The purpose of the Christian church is to bring the
intogicating life and joy of the Risen Christ to the men and wornen of the
ot

And yet so often it seems that the church isw't doing that, Ask your
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teenage son or daughter what's bringing life and joy to thetm and | doubt if
P s e ooy b o pecde ottt s B asled darbig Pron, L diving [icense

their firet anawer would be the church. ‘why doss the life of the church zc
often seerm to contradict what Jesus said? Could it be that the church in
the United States has been cut off from the source of our Hife? So often,
young people don't see the church as a place where they cen //ye an the
aggs, at least not in the US. But in 5o many other parts of the world the
church 7& living on the edge. In the Soviet Union where public evangelism
isn't allowed, or in China, or in South Africa where Chriztisn young people
look up to Winnie Mandela, Bichop Tutu and Alan Boesak. Here are men and
wornen who are quite literally living on the edge becsuse they're united to
Christ, and through hirm, they're united with athers around the world to
bring life and joy and freedor to their peaple. Could it be that here in the

US where we're so heavily infTluenced by individualism and the thaught of

gelting ahead and furthering our own.careersthsi-so meny-of us have -~ —-==>—-""——" "

simply never experienced what it's 1ike to be involved iro g purpoze that
goes beyond individusl achievernent’?

In tenth grade | was a member of the acappella choir st Newark High
School. | can distinctly remember one gutumn morning when we were
singing & carmnposition written 400 years ago natned, & Segrim
HMysteriwm, by Tamas Luis De Yictoris, 1t was g song sbout the wonder
and mystery of God becoming a humman being. There were about 4(:?5‘3 in the
choir. And in the middle of the song | stopped singing. | was overwhelmed
with the besuty of what we were doing. | stopped to listen. | was thrilled
by the sound of cur voices blending, weaving, harmarnizing in counterpaint.
It was like the sound of angelz. And | thought, "'t part of this. I'm
helping to make this pogsible. Mone of us, by aurselves, could possibly
sound 5o beautiful. But together we're creating something far more

beautiful than anything we could do all by ourselves.”
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It seemed sa hard to believe. Here | weas o teenager with ache, sware of
so many ugly things in my 1ife, so lacking in self-esteem, so scared of
rejection, so much in need of acceptance by my peers. ‘When | 1ooked at
ryself in the mirror | wondered how snybody could passibly love me
except my mother who had to whether she wanted to ar not. It was hard
for tne to believe that | could be a part of snything so beautiful as this 400
year old piece of music which expressad the deepest mystery of hurmarn
exizlence. And yet | was, and in that reatization | felt fulfilment.

| think maybe that's what Jesus is talking about in our Gospel lessan,
By ourselves our lives can't accormnplish anything of lasting value. But
together, as we draw on the resources of the 1iving Christ, God ig creating

God's Vine gord, Do V1t s Brommche,, N B4 A o Chad.
sornething beautiful in this world through usé Dur lives are beautiful,

fulfilled, all they were meant ta be when we're connected to one another

~ throaugh the Risen Chiist, doing-whal hecrestedustodo. . — - — - oo e

Few of us will become famous individuals, We'll grow up, go Lo work,
maybe get married, have children, buy & lat of grown up toys that we think
we need Lo make life iaiv:y\ﬁ#mg Then we retire and grow old and finally
die. |z that it? |z that the purpose of 1ife? Can that be all there is7 jan't
there something in the human soul that ssys, "Nel There must be
sormething rore to life than that”

And the Risen Christ says, "Yes! there isl" God haz called us into the
Body of Christ to participate in something thet transcends our avn
individual lives, something that, in fact, gives mesaning and purpose to our
individugl lives. We are God's vineyerd. God takes great interest and

delight in us. He spends so much time trimming us, pruning us, spraying
t

bear fruit Tor him and bring the 1ife of Chirist to the wonld,
Two masong were asked what they were doing. One mason said he wa



fmaking a living laying bricks. The other said that he was building &
cathedral that would lest for centuries. Some people Hive only to make o
living. They live only for themselves. But God intends for us to live for

. e oo
the grest and beautiful purpose of bringing life and love and joy to the
world through desus Christ. The fulfilment of life can't be found in
aurselves alone, can't be found in being caught up in aur own individual
cancerns. Only as we're caught up in something beyond curselves,
something bigger than ourselves do our lives find completion. Life is
complete when you're a branch on the True Yine that's growing and
spreading its branches around the world whose purpose it is 1o bring the
life of Jesus to men and wamen. Ammen.

Father, Life beqing again today. Jesus Hves again today, He Yives fur ever with you, beyond the
lirnitations of hurnan 1ifr_-ch-rd of tirme and space. —%e praise gc-u./[ He lives for ever with us, bringing
yout iife into our Tifef Latd of here and now. -%e praise gou{ [Father, Az we waleorne the good news of
his life with you - hiz unlimited power and Jove - May we know the effects of his Hife with us:

compassion, kindness, patience,-the love-that-binds-us-togehtery-the-courage-ta-forgive and be forgiven.
Father, Sinse life beqgins again today Help us to make a new beginning with Jesus cur Lord. Amen.
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