Littie Ones ¥ho Beiieve
A zermon preached by Ted Atkinzon, Minister | Daford Presbyterisn O hur h, Qford, FA on Septernber 253, 1934

the 283k Sunday n Grdinary Tieme . Soripturs Lessons . Esther V01-6, 3-10; 9 ZJ 22 Fzaim 124 . Jarnes 5:13-
20 Mlgri 3.38-50.

IH THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
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and cpyvera) weieer students to his home one evening Tor desert and & time of

iniarmal fellowship. After desert he asked each of them 10 share their testimony.
“w/hat brought you to trust in Jesus Christ as gour Lord and Savior?”

Each of the students began to share, i turn, thrilling testimonies of how
they had come 1o trust desys Christ, One had been converted from a Hie that was
crrtainty headed towards aloohohism. Another had been an atheist. Another shared
haw he nad gone fram ane promiscuods sexual retationship Lo another before

reming to Christ i2lt embarrassed becayse he had no dramatic

canversion story 1o share.

wWhen s turn came, he simply confesse “lve never known a day in all my
Nte that | didn™t trust in Jdesus as m g Lord and Saviar. That doesn’t mean that |

haven't been a qreat sinner. But no matier how great my sing, there’s never been 3

T

ight inmy 1ife when | could nat Tay down my head trusting that God fargave my
sine through Jesus. My parents told rme about how much desus loves me. ‘Little

cand with m

l'[l
(n x}

anes 1o him belong’ we sang. Each might they prayed for They
trauaht me to Sunday Schoeal and Church and we worshiped tagether They taught

roe to trust in Christ alone for my salvation. So from the time | was little Uve



trusted Christ s my Lord and Saviar”

Hl]fiq down the

al

winen he finished speaking he noticed that tears were sire
face of his seminary professor. He said, 71 wish that all of us could have |
testimony Hke that ™

U gratefuyl that God converts grown men or women to Christ. 'm <o
gretertal whien one of you shares how You were converted to Christ as an adutt, Bt
Praosure - Ui absolutely sure - that God's will for us is that we come 10 know
Cheist s o Lord and Savior as hittle children

Prootten asked, especially when | baptize children, "Dordt gou believe that
children of Christians must make & conscious decision for Jesus Christ?”  Yes,

R

absolutelyl | hope and pray that a conscious decizion Tor Jesus Christ 13 made by

T
™

ey morang of thewr Bves | hope and prayg that these Hitle ones will never

know @ day when they did not believe in Jesuz. Thers may - and will be - times of

wwstdal, Joytul expeniences. There will also be times of rebellion. But nothing
could be better i1 our Tittle ones believed in Jesus from their sarliest days.
Jesug spoke of "Hitle ones who believe” He may have been referring to men

and wornen who were imrmature 1n their faith, like the one casting out dermons in

the name of Jesus whi wasn't a membey of the family of faith. But | also behieve

that Jesus 15 speaking as well, Hterally, of children.

bek gur hands, and eyes and-eetin such a way as

TETTETE 10 nirn and to cauce themrtegrastray. “whoever

canses one of these Hittle ones who believe inme to sin it wouid be better for him

[



T a great millstone were hung round fis neck and he were thrown inta the sea

Aou 1 gour hand causes you 1o sin, cut b ol it is better for you to enter hife

T az

matmed than yath two hands to go to hell, 1o the unguenchalble fire.

There've been Limes when my hands have caused me Lo st with respect to

Dol

disciphimng my children. There’ve bieen times when these hands which once bathed
miy children when they were Hittle, which wiped away their tears when they cned,
voaich gently caressed thery at bed time - these hands which heye Daplized] fedse

them and broken the breadg and covred the cup of Holy Communion - these hande

have been transformed into sa instrumenteo! terror. 1 f2el ashamed of how | have,

at times, used my hands as @ weapon, 'monot talking sbout slapping a toddler’s

hands as he or she iz about to stick 3 fork into an electrical cutiet. Umonot talking
ARt s inn Pands taorectrain and protect e child, sometimes farcibly. Pm talking

about ysing hands to hit g ofibd in such a way that he ar she i demeaned, behittled,
aind tade to feel worthiess - 11 not actually brsed and binodied.

Eecently | read where 60-80% of these 1i1Lie ones whao belteve in Jesus will
depart Trom the Taith at some point in their Bife. Many w08 return as they grow
slder, but, unfortunately, many w110 not. what many of sur youth are rejecting is
ot ihe true Taith but a caricature of 18 They're fooking for a faith that's exerting
apositive influence on thelr parents - one that conveys joy, honesiy and peace in

the family. If there's any factor that stands out with kids who have torsaken the

DX l"l

faith, it's the fact that they hate being in a home where there’s tension between

Liieit Mom and Dad, whether its in the form of a yelling match or g cold war.ow

oot Ry benky WMMM 2 plpicnl otradt oy

Hu'lk‘\



Howy we place our hands upen these Hitle ones will affect how readily they

nlace themselves in the hands of Jdesus Chiist And how we Took at therm with aur

o

yes, either i love gnd respect, or B1sé in rage and disdain, will certainly affact
b they Teok into the eyes of Christ

According to the Children's Defense Fund, 1,849 children are abused every
NP 2 -4 VIOY PR WA RSV (TSR

!jul:g iy zos, 29 milhon incidents of child abuse were reported, and | 261

chitgren died as o result. Every day 10 chiidren die from gunfire and thirty mara

Wawds Pullivih b s -

areowounded. One in three Qirts 15 the victim of sesual molestation outside the

farniliar surroundings, before the age of 15
Aund JeSus is angriy

foank with sinners - the One who died Tor all cur sins - sterniy warms us that

apthora e an Bkbeln ta panes g oerann tooend up i kel thar 1o Tead goiray ane of
t] b Dotk JER F ORELOE 10 end 4 el than 1o e e L

these Tittle ones who Deliove in Jesys “Whoever cayses one of theze Httle ones

whio behieve inme to sin b would be better tor pim 17 a qreat millstone were hung
fuiind his neck and he were thrown indo the sea And 11 gour hand cadses you to sin,

cut it of i)t s better Tor you Lo enter Hite matmed than with two hands Lo go o

I

hell, to the ynguenchable fire

Indesus we see how our hands, eyes and Teet can be used as instruments of
rl ‘,w
God's grace. With his hands he overturned the tables of the money changers in the

teinple, but he never used his hands to hurt or terrorize anyone, tet alone a chiid.
wWith his hands, Jesus touched lepers, healed the sick, and blessed 1ittie chitdren.

Hiz eyes looked upon men, women and children wn love and even when he iooked at



anger, he never looked with contermpt. The fost of Jecys took him to the bedside of
sick peaple like the Hitle daughter of Jairus whom he took by the hand and raised
from the dead.

Vhe hande and feet of Jesus were natied to the cross for our salvation, and
from the cross his eyes looked down upon those who had crucified him and he said,

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Jesus was crucified, dead

and buried. He descended into hell He Look dpon himealtf th

YT

penslty for our 5ing
cu that none of us need ever or should ever, have Lo epter into hell with hands,

feet and eyes which have catsed us to sin And on Easter Sunday Jesus arose from

i dead, stood before nis disciples, graciousiy tooked gpon them, and Bifted up his

5‘ Wi the chgrthy YHENE S S A Le- e aned Sgss g0 Tesl o
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Chrizt in this s Do SE UU Dands,

pyes and feet Al as il ile ones who beligve 1n

hands and eyes and feet of Christ in the worid. we're to ook at the warld thiough

the eges of Christ. And we pray,
Take rivy hands, and Jet them maove
At the impulze of Thy love.
Yale roy feat, and det them be
S, o3 and besutiful for Thees.

Let us pray: Ever Tving God, in yoor mercy o promized to be not only our God, bt alzn the God of aur children.
whe thank you for receiving our shildren by baphism. Keop a1l the littles ane whe beliews W you always inogour Wve.
Guide thera as they graw in faith, Frotect them in 311 the dangers and temptations of hife. Bring thern to confess
Jesus Christ 3s their Lord and Savior and be his faithfy] disciples ta thei Yite ‘s end. Play thers never be 2 day in
their Vves in which they have not known gour Tove for them in Jezys Chirist. May they never remernber the 43y
that they did ned believe and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesuz’ name we prayg. Amen.
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