Lord, Teach Us To Pray

& sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, FA on the 7th Sunday atter
Pentecost, July 26, 1992, Seripture Lesson: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab (7 ... in Israel *); Luke 11:1-13.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

There’s hardly anything in the Christian faith which is rore in danger af
becoming “vain repetition™ than the Lord’s Prayer. | learned this prayer as child
along with “Mow | 1ay rne down to sleep..”. ‘wWhen | was @ boy, we repeated it every
day in school. We repeat it every Sunday in our warship Service. It's in great
danger of becoming & vain repetition and that’s one good reason for studying it
{'william Barclay).

Luke tells us that Jesus “was praying in a certain place, snd after he had
finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lard, tesch us to pray..” MNow there are
many things 1'd like Jesus to teach me how to do. U'd love to know haw Lo walk on
water. 1'd love to know how to multiply loaves and fish so as to feed & lot of
pegpie without going over our grocery budget. And I'd love for Jesus to teach me
how to heal. But nowhere in the Gospels do we ever hear the disciples asking
Jesus to teach them how to do any of those things. There’s anly one thing the
disciples ever asked Jesus to teach them: according to the Gospels, and that was
{o pray (Marshall F. Maunsy, The Lutheran series of the Protestant Hour, 1983).

Their desire to pray must have grown out of seeing Jesus pray. [t vas
observing Jesus pray that 1ed them to want to learn how to pray. With thatin
mind, | want you to nbserve me as | pray the Lord’s Prayer. | want sach one of you

to bow your heads and close {our eyes as | pray.
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“Our Father who art in hesven...”

ez,

Don’t interrupt me. Pm praying.

But you called me,

Called you? |didnt call you. Pm praying, “Our Father who sriin hesven..”
There, you did it again.

Did what 7

Called me. You said: “Qur Father who art in Heaven.” Here | am. Whet™s on your mind?

But | didn’t mesn anuthing by it. | was, yeuhaew, just saying my prayers. |always say the Lord’s
Frayer. It makes me Teel qood; kind of like getting a duty done,

All right, go on.

“Hallowed be Thy name...”

Hold it. ¥fhat did you mean by that?
By what?

By “hallowed be Thy name?”

it means... it wesns... Good grief, | don’t know what it means. How should | know? It’s just partof
the prayer. By the way, whal gees it mean?

It mesns honored, holy, wonderful.

Hey, that makes sense. | never thought what “hallowed™ meant before. “Thy kingdem come, Thy will
be dorie, an esrth as it is in heaven.”

: Do you reslly meen that?
: Sure, why not?
: What are you doing about it?

: Doing? Hothing, | quess. 1 just think it would be kind of neat if you got control of everything down

here Yike yau have up there.

: es, but have | got control of you?

: Well, 'm s ministar?



. That’s not what | gsked you. ‘hat aboul ihat sacrilegious streak you have? And nobedy Knows when
you’re serious and when you’rs kidding. You know , somelimes that goes well beup nd the bonds of
propriety. And your temper. pemermber that Time yoy gat so angruy gt your wife that you took your
wallet out, threw iton the floor , and started § umping up and dewnon it... and your kids were 1ocking

on sfraid that you’d gone crazy?
. Stop picking an me! 17m no worse than a 1ot of church membsrs.

. Excuse me! | thought uou were prauing for my will to be done. 17 that’s to happen it will have 1o gtart
with the nnes who are praying for it. Like you, for example.

: Oh, all right. |gquess | do have some hang-ups and now that You mention it, | could probably name
some others.

God: So could 1!

Ted: | haven’t thought about it very much until now. But 1 restly ywould Tike to cut out some of those
things. | would like to, uou know , be really free.

God: Good! Mow we’re getting somewhere. We'll work together, you and . Some victories can truly be
won. 1>m proud of you.

Ted: Look, Lord. | need to finish up here. This is takinga let longer than it usually doss. “Give us this day
our daily bread.”

God: You need to cut out the bread. ‘.’m}’re averweight as it is.

Ted: Hey,waita minute! What is this, “Criticize Ted, day?” Here | was doing my religious duty
repeating the Lord’s Frauer like | do every day, and 811 of a sudden You bresk in and rer nd ;ne of sl
my h:ang—ups {psuse). But you’re right. And, besides, how can | pray for oo daily bread without
praying, &5 well, for those millions of Gomalians whe heve no bread. And how can | pray for them

anless | do something for them... like support with my tithes and offerings missionari -isti
sariculturalists? y g missionaries and Christian

ANIn
God: How 1' thimf you’re bfff';inta u?uﬁerstand. This prayer doesn’t have to be & vain repetition does it?
Pra.gr nq this prayer can be a dangerous thing. You could wind up changed, yeu-kpaw. That’a whét i
frgl ng o grft across to you. You called Me, and here lam. [ts too late to gto;; no-w Kee r;n i l’m
interested in the next part of your prayer... { pause) well, goon. - FrER prad, T

Ted: 17m scared to.

God: Scared? Of what?
Ted: | know what you’i s8u.
God: Try me snd see.

Ted: “Forgive us our debis, a3 we forgive our debtars.”
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What about Saddam Hussein?
Ah, come on Lord, you're getting political.

well, 1 thought you wanted 7 Ki ngdarn to core and 7z will to be done. | want to save Hussein. |
want him to trust in Christ.

Bt Huseein is different. | mean, look st what he’s done. He’s used poison gas on the Kurds. He’s
persecuted fellow Christians infrag. He’s trying to wipe oul the Shi‘ite Muslims in Southern [raq.
He’s stalen billions of dallars from Kuwait. He's s tyrant in his own country. "1 feel better a2 soon
as we get even with him. Boy, | hepe we reslly let him have it. He’ll wish he never did anybody any
harm.

- But what about yoor prayer?

That prayer has nothing to do with really bad people like Hugeein.
Oh, | see! But remember, Yengeance is mine. 1 will repay.

Yeal But you’re so slow to anger and so plentenus in mercy. That’s no way to deal with someone like
Hussein.

Forgive Hussein as | have forgiven you. Then the hate and sin will be his problems and not yours.

But Lord, we can’t forgive him. '
Then | can’t forgive you.

(Long pause)}. You're right. You always are. And, more than [ want revenge onour enemies, | want to
be right with You (pause} {sigh} All right! ANl right! Forgive me and alt us Christians and us
americans for our debts as we fargive our debtors. All of them. Help ug to do whst will further your
will and your kingdorn on earth. And feip hirm to do what’s right. He’s bound to be awfully riserable.
Anybody who goes around doing the things he’s done has to feel misersble. Some way, somehow, paint
hirn to Christ.

There now! It not a8 easy as you thouaht to pray this prayer isit7? Butgoon. Youre not through
with your prayer yet.

Oh, &l right. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from ewil.”

Good! Gaod! 1711 do that. Just don’t put yourselfina place whers you can be templed. You can’™ go
places and do things and lock at things which you know will lead yoy down the slippery slope into sin.
That’s what you usually do, yeudemes You get yoyrzelf into trouble and then you use me for an escape
hatch.

| don’t understand.



God: Don’t act stupid, Atkinson. You know very well what 1°m tatking atout. Youve done it 1ot of times.
You get into bad situstions, you getinto trouble and then you come running te me. “Lord, help me out
of this mess, and | profise You 1”1 never do it agsi n”

n >
Ted: Yes, snd I’m ashamed, Lord. | resliyam. Keep me from doing this. “Lead us... my wife, my d2 and

ry parishioners, not inte temptation, but deliver us all fromevil.”
Gad: | will, but you must stay close to me. Now...go ahesd and finish your prayer.
Ted: “For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Armen.”
God: Do you know what would bring Me glory? What would really make Me happy?
Ted: 1”m not sure, but 1°d like to know. | really dowant to please you. |can see what 8 mess we can make

of our lives and the lives of others. And | can ses how great it would be to really listen to what you
have to say to me in your Word snd then to follow Christ every day.

. answer&d{ .
God: You just enswer the question.
Ted: 1did?
God: Yes. The thing that would bring Me glory is to have people ke you, yout family and your

parishioners truly love me. And | can see that beginning to happen. There’s no telling what you, your
family and your church could do for my kingdom and glory if you do it in m¢ power and not your own.

welll You can open your eyes nove. Hopefully you won't think this hag been
sacrilegious. | hape it will help us to see how life chenging it can be to pray the
Lord’s Prayer. It could really change us as individusls and ag a church. 1t could
really change the whole world.

Do your children know this prayer? ‘We can no longer assume that everybody
knows this prayer. Parents, and not the government, have the respansibility to
teach it to our children, just as Jesus taught hic disciples. Thie week I'm going to
get out my oid Childrens’ Catechism and go over the Lord’s Prayer each night with
ray sons. | want them to pray this prayer until, by God’s grace, it becomes & prayer

of the heart.



I"'m also going to let this prayer be the model for my prayers this week and
I’d encourage you to do the same. | believe we could all enrich our prayer-life by
committing this prayer to memory and by pondering the meaning of the words. And

when we meditate on these words they can help us to shape the content of ail the

rest of our prayers.

¥hat better way to begin again the habit of prayer that may have fallen by
the wayside than to use this prayer. Christ assumes that all his disciples will
pray. “We cannot be Christians without preger “ (Luther). God is waiting to hear
from us. Do we really believe that he's waiting to respond?

Let us pray: Lord, teach us to pray.



