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About two months sgo my sister told me in & letter thet her beloved
minister and his wife were getting s divorce. That afternaan one of gur
boys told us that & friend's parents were bresking up. Later | was shocked
toread in Carisiisnity 7adsy sbout & well known Christisn writer wha
wos getting o divorce. She's written several books on how to have & happy
mattiage. Then | came scross o news article about g Californian waman
100 years old who was divorcing her hushand because he wouldn't stop
chesing girls, and he was 103. Yesterday | read an article on the first page
of the Buffelo News sbout & wormean who put o classified ad in the paper to
sell her husband.

In the light of all this bad news shout marriage what is the goad news?

What is the Gospel? This morning our Scripture lessons deal with
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Psalm pictures a happy femily. The Gospel lesson is about divorce. The
episile, though not directly related to rnarriege, speaks of Jesus gs our
brother in the family of God. This morning I'd 1ike to take & closer took &t
the Genesis passage and the Gospe) lessan. My sermon has three peints.

. The purpose of matriage.

2. The permanernce of marriage.
3. The parable of marrisge.

£irst, the purpase af morrisge. \n our OT lesson God says, "It's not
good for the man to be alone.”  Now this is reaily a remarkable staterment,
Adem wrassz 't alone. He was living in & close, personal relationship with
God. He walked and talked with God in the Gerden. Vet God s&ys, "It's not
good for the man to be alone.” Adam needed something more than a
relationship with God. He needed & relationship with someone who was

bane of his bones and flesh of his flesh. This says something profound
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stout the purpase of mertiage. The first purpose for marriage mentioned
in the Bible is companionship between twa equais.

Think of that! God didn't create Eve simply to satisfy Adem's sexual
appetites. That's how sarme people view the purpose of marriage. They see
MEN Or warmen only as sex objects. Sex is an important part of marriege
but that isn't the primary purpose af marrisge. The primary purpose is
companionship, the companionship of equals. This ig something Adam
couldn't have with the anirmals who were below him or with God who was
above him. God took Eve from Adem’s side s0 that he'd see this person ag
an equal and a friend. in a recent survey in Psychelogy Today the question
was asked, "What keeps & marriage qoing?” The top reasons given by both

rmen &nd wornen were, "My spouse is rny best friend. | like my spouse as &
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learn to enjoy one another's company. To heip ther ta be, not anly lavers,
but friends.

It's not good to be alone. That's true whether or not you're married. oOf
course we shl need time to be by ourselves. Jesus went off an his own to
pray. Some of us need mare time to be slone than others. But g solitary
lifestyle isn't good. We're crested for reletionships, not only with God, but
with one another. Thet doesn't mean everybody should get married or that
being married is superior to being single. But it does mean that whether
your're married, single, divorced, or widowed-- it's nat gaood to be alone.
We need one another. 1T | might sty it reverently, not even God is enaugh,
We need someane whe is bone of our bones and flesh of our flesh.

That's why | betieve that every Christien needs o be a part of & small
group within the local church. We need to come together to worship in

large groups but it's absolutely essentisl for Christian growth to be a part
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of @ small group of fellow Christians where you can support and help one
another. Married couples, singles, widowed peaple; divorced people
gagecisliy need the support of brothers and sisters in Christ in & small
group where you can study the scripture, pray, and share your burdens and
joys with one another. It's not an option, it's a necessity for spiritual
graveth. It's not good to be alone.

Secandly, aur i arg spake af 1he permmsnence of METIEGE.
Someane once asked the wife of Billy Graharn if the two of them had ever
considered divorce. Mrs. Graham quickly respanded, "Divarce? Mol Murder?
Yes!” Some pharisees asked Jesyus s similar question, "ls it lawful for &
man to divorce his wife?" Jesus says that there shouldn't be divarce for
any reason. | think we'd all agree with that. There shouldn't be divarce,
But we know in reality divorce happens and it happens to Christians. And |
believe an important function of the church is to provide the suppartive,
accepting relationships that are so much needed by those suffering the
painful grief of divarce. It takes a long time for divorced people ta work
through their grief and anger and guilt. It takes even longer where the
church isn't there to help. K

IT your husband or wife &7es there's s funeral. Your friends come by to
comfort you. The pastor leads a service of remembrance. The next Sunday
prayers are offered for the bereaved. You remember your loved ane every
year by placing flowers in the church in his memaory. But when a marriage
ends in divorce people so often bear the weight of loss alone. The church
has no service for the divorced. No prayers are offered: no flowers of
remembrance. Too often the church offers no support for the divorced
persan.

The church that takes the marriage covenant seriously will teach the
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permanenice of marriage but ot the same time support those whose
marriages have failed. The church needs to care alongside people who
hurt, and offer them the redemptive, healing grace of God. As Henri
Nouwen says, we need to be carnmitted tg membership in @ community of
“wounded healers.” This can happen onty where there sre growth groups
within the church. Smasll cells provide relationships necessary for
leveling with one anather in love for the purpose of Christian growth;
relationships where we csil one another to commitment, and where we
encourage and suppart one arcther and tear one another's burdens when we
fail.

We've [678ed naw showl ihe purpase af merriege ong ihe

RErmaonence ar marrisge. Naw INirdiy, jel's jaok &¢ the peratiie

relationship to his people. Jesus is the bridegroom and the church is his
bride. { believe Jesus had this in mind when he spoke the words in our
scripture lesson. He knew he weas headed for the Cross. He knew his own
people would betray hirn, spit on him, mock hirm and turn him over to be
killed. He knew that he hada right to turn his back on his bride, and
divorce her. But he didn't. God had brought them together and nothing was
going to put them sssunder,

Think of that. Everydsy there are so rnany areas thet we reject the
authority of Christ; in our lifestyles, in ocur national prierities, in our
personal lives, end in our very thoughts. But Jesus hangs in there with us.
He doesn't get rid of us. He puts up with us. He still loves us. what a
parable of marriage that is. What & rmagnificent patrable of God's love for
uz,

[n & few moments we'll sing,




0 love that wilt not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in Thee;

| give Thee back the 1ife | awe,
That in Thine ocean depths its flaw
May richer, fuller he.

Hurnan Tove fails. Sometimes marriages fail. But God's love never
fails. His love never lets us go. We need so much ase a church to grow in

the knowledge of that love and experience it in the depths of our beings.

Love so amazing, so divine,
Dernands my soul, my life, my all.
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