My Obnoxious Relalive
A oerrant presched by Ved Atlnson, Thnster | Uxford Presbyterisn Church, Teoford, PA an October 2, 1999, the
itk Qondag s Drdinary Time, Sonipturs Lessons: Job 101 209 -10 Praim 26 Habrows Vo1-4 2512 Mark
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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE 50N AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
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| hiave an obnoxious relative whose name will Qo unmentioned. When th
fainiiy gathers | hear people saying, "1 hope he doesn’t show up. T he does, 'm
e g what makes hir so Goola LudT He makes inappropriate comments;
arventimes racist comments, someinmes cormment s demeantng waotmnen, aometimes
il nogay bashing., He has a way of talking inapproprigtety for the occasion. |

Communian Sunday 15 about divorce Bvery year 1L shovws up i the Techicnary
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{i: Jorce seems aspecielly Incpproprigte on Worltd Communion Sundag

And yet maybe ths s an appropnate ime to talk about divorce. Somelimes

iUs good o gather the whole Tamily together to talk about a very serious matter

[nvorce cancerns aimost BB here  We all know divorced peoble or peopie

Semplating divorce. Friends. Relatives [sughters Sons. Some of &S are
devorced. About halt the cinldren ina typical elementary school Tive with oniy one
carent. Dwowidn't be surprised i1 divorce has touched everybody here in some way.
Binken homes. Broken families Broken hearts. The Bisen Chiist knows about our
brokenness. He took our brokenness upon himself. He feels our brokenness. His
h"uj! as broken for us,

In cur hospel lesson some religious leaders came to desus Lo test him. That



should tip us of f right away that they wanted to trap B, There's no indication

ihat they were experiencing marital orobiems.
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here’s no indication that they

sranted to mindster to diverced men and women. There’s no indication that they

woere sumpathetic in ameoay o the stresaes and strains that destroy marriages

us. They remind me of some people who Come o church, net
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They came 1o test Jes

(93]

toorder to Asse the quspel preached, il in arder to see 2 the qospel s being

nreached.

G useed Jesus, st Tawful for a man to diveree bis wife?” And Jdecus

answers, Twhat Mg Moces command gou®n i ather wiords, #hat does the Siis
salf, The first five books of the Bibie were atiyibuted o Moges. The reiiginus

tegders correctiy point Lo an Nd Testamen! paszage where Moges gliowed 3 man Lo
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Jeans answered, TFor your hardness of heart he wrote oy this

cammandrment  Bub from the beqinming of 2reation, bGod made Them mate and

female” "For this reason a man shall ieave his father and mother and be joined to

fne wile, and the two shall become one” So they are no jonger feo but ane %

il

therefore Gad has 1oined together Yet not man put asunder”

Mowe how did people understand Jesys? Did they hear good news or bad

new sy My infarmed queces 1 that men who wanted 1o get mid of their wives heard
Bt meyes. M guess is that most wamen heard good news Among Falesiinian
vs, divorce was entirely in the hands of men. A man could divorce s wife for

sdultery. A man cold divarce fas wate it he found enother more atiraciive woman
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P deWIEh women ool TOU any reason Fost wornen

wroubdn b want & divorce even i1 their marriage was crummy, A divorced woman
sulfered incredible mgniliation. She had bwo choices at most, She could return to

fier parents hote 1 they were still alive. Or she could descend into the dark weorld

bod good news Tor Jewish women. You should not Tear being divorce:
Jasuz went on 1o teach s discipies privately, Twinoever divorces s wife

shd marries another, commits adultery against her™ Fichard Foster comments
thal “desus was condemning the callousness by which a man would marry and
divorce and remarry with ine same gase as he might buy and sell catile ™ Jesus

glao satd, "1 she divarces her hushand and marries ancther, she commits

Thig iz interasting since tdewish women couldn’ divorce husbands. But,
resst Nbely, people kney Jecus was talking about Herodias, Herodias mardied her

giote Phiiin and Heed with bim in Bome. Then she fell io tove with angther uncle

Since she had Homan citizensteg she had the ngnd o Aivarce her nusband and
roarry her husband’s brother. Jesus didn't name names, bul everybody Hving in
Fatestine knew he was talking about Herodiss

vhiat about today? How doowe understand and spply God's word Lo our Tives

today? Presbyterians seek to be faithiul to the spirit and intent of Soriplure’ e

try to gnderstand all of Scoripture inothe Hght of the 1ife, death and resurrection of



1. Fresbyterians telisve thal mariage ~as designed by God to last

hietime. Jesus said, “What therefore God has joined Logether, Tet no one put

asunder.” Our Directory for worship requires ministers to “provide far a

theseussion with the man and the woman concerning.. the vows and commitments
thei #1131 be asked to make.  (and cancerning) the resources of the Taith and the
Chiistian community to assist them in fulfiiling their marriage commitments ™
I-Iarriage was meant to last a Nfetime,
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2 e pelieve that divorce s not the wili of God angmore than spouse abuse

Po the w1l of God Divorce g not the will of God anygmore than cancer which
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requires the amputation of an arm or fegas the »o00 of God, Divoroe atways
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frustrates God's intention for Ywo peaple. God never wants divorce Divorce

where 73 man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to Az wife, and the

w0 become one ™ Divorce 1g never Gad's w1 and always adulterates the ineaning

of rarriage.
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3 The Precpyterian Church has always recognized the reality fang

sometimes, even the necessity) of divorce and ihe possibility of remartiage.

Fhusical ang psycnciogical abuse can destriog g couple unless

they separate. Just
a5 Z1amese twins must be separated if they're to survive, some couples must he

separated lest they kil or cripple one another. The Westrinster Larger Catechism

statas, on the basis of God's wWord, that "the weaknesces of one or both partners

may iead to gross and persistent demal of the marmage vows <o thal marmage
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girs at the heart and the unton becormes intolerable, yet only in cases of extrame,
urrepented-of | and irremediable unfaithfulness {physical or spiritual) should

separation or divorce be considered” Divorce iz not the will of God, but 11 s

4. Frasbyts
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rians believe that when g maryiage ends in diverce, Christians

count on the grace of God that both forgives sinful people and enables them to

fake frash starts inciuding the possibility of new marmiage for divorced perzons

fiacked up by numerous Bibhical passages, The Westmminster targer Catechism saye,

“the remarriage of divorced persons may be sancticned b the church, in keeping
with the redemptive quspel of Chnst when suffhicient penttence for sin and failure

is evident and a Tinm purpose of an endeayvao
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after Christian marriage 1=
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yr Proctuterian Church needs divorced people who want to use the gifis

God gave therm Our Book of Order states that "Feraons of GFEFTErEnd srEeils
SO ions nerTiES wigakas o grveerag! chall be quaraniesd full
pocticipation and access to representation in the decision making aof the Church”

i ather words, divorce shall net exciade a church member from receiving Holy
Commdnion nor froam serving Christ as an elder, degcon or minister. we cartainly

dun’t need divorce, hut we do need divorced paaple who want to serve Thrist i
gnn are a divorced perean we need you every hit as much as we need singie people

and married people.

Froaaliy, we come ta the Table of tho dard not gz marmied or divorced or



single men and women. We come as children. we don’t come congratulating
ourselves for a successful marriage. Nor do we exclude ourselves for a failed
marriage. We come as little children. Parents love and accept a little child
without regard to anything it’s done or failed to do. A little child can’t wash
itself. A little child can’t feed itself. A little child must be washed and fed. The
Risen Christ washes us in baptism and feeds us in Holy Communion. He does for us
what we can’t do for ourselves. When we come to this Table as little children the
Risen Christ takes us in his arms, blesses us and lays his hands upon us.

Come to the Table! Come as little children! Come, young and old! Come
married couples, single people, divorced. The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is

) Rememboe v
extended to all who've been DGDUZBU'IMD&F‘%QM access to the Table is not

& right conferred upon the worthy, h‘:i‘a privilege given to the undeserving who
come in faith, repentance, and love. E:ea%t;?gzewe Christ in this Sacrament.
Confess the sin and brokenness in your lives. Seek reconciliation with God and
neighbor (including husband or wife). And, above all, trust in Jesus Christ for
cleansing and renewal. Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering may come

to the Table in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Christ Jesus.

Lord God, you set us in families, where we learn to live together in love and truth. Strengthen weak bonds of love.
Where separation threatens, move in with forgiving power. Melt hard hearts, free fixed minds, break the hold of
stubborn pride. Lay claim on us, so that our separate claims may be set aside in love. And help men and women
whose marriages fail to know that you are faithful. Restore confidence, bring understanding, and ease the hurt of
separation. If they marry others, instruct them in better love, so that vows may be said and kept with new

resolve ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



