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Other Little Boats

A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Mindster, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Dxford, FA on Jure 13, 1994,
Seripture Lessons: 1 Samuel 17:32-49; Psalm 3:9-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1-12; Mark 4 :25-41.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Jesus ends & busy day teaching and healing by the lake side. He needs some
rest. He says to his closest friends, “Let’s go to the other side of the lake.” They
put him in the boat and set sail. Other boats travel with him. Jesus stretthes out

in the back of the boat and falls asleep. Suddenly, a violent sweeps across the
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lake. waves crash over the open boat. The boat starts to sink.  Jesus sleeps
through it all. The disciples are sure they're about to die. They wake up Jesus and
cry out, “Don’t you care that we're about to drown?” Jesus, then, speaks to the
wind and waves, “Peace, be stilll” The wind immediately stops. The waves calm
down Everything is suddenly peaceful and calm. Jesus turns 1o his dizciples and

asks, “Do you still have no faith?” Heaning, "Do you still have no faith that | care

a

about perishing pecple? Do you still have no faith that I’m Lord of ail nature?”
The gospels of Matthew and Luke contain versions of this very same story.
Both borrow large porticns of Mark’s Gospel in telling their story of Jesus. But
when they recount the story of Jesus calming the storm, they mmentmn the
T s boads - -
other boats that were with Jesus.
why did Mark mention these other boats? ‘Well, maybe he just wanted to
make an historical observation. The problem with that, however, is that the
Gospel writers weren’t interested in giving bits of trivial historical details hike

modern historical writers. They were interested, primarily, in telling us how God
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has actad in the life, death snd reswrrection of Jesus Christ 1o ssve 8 perishing
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world, For example, the Gospel writers never describe what Jesus looked like,
what color hair and eyes he had, how tall he was - they weren't interested in
historical trivia. They tell us who Jezus iz and what he’s done for the sajvation of
the world. So | dont think Mark mentioned these other boats just because he has
an eye for historical detail.

I believe he tells us about these other boats because he wants us to know
something about God’s grace for perishing men and woman. The storms of life
sweep down over all of us. we're all in peril on the sea. ‘When this happens,
Christians call out to God through Christ. When we come through the storms we
know we have Christ to thank. And we trust that Christ will bring us safely
through the final storm of death. But not everybody has Jecus in the boat with
thern. Those in the other boats experience the storm. They also experience the

 fee? ,
calm after the starm. But they don't’desus calmed the storm. They don't kKnow
their salvation comes through Christ. Those other boats tell us about God's love,
grace and mercy to others who don’t have Jesus in the boat with them.

we live in a pluralistic age. We're surrounded by many boats of faith -
Buddhists, Sikhs, Mormons, follawers of Hare Krishna, Jehovah's Witnesses, and
secular people who claim no feith in any god. In many ways they're with
Christiang in our concern for peace and for the sick and poor, but they don’t share
aur faith in Christ.

This pluralism undermines the faith of many Christians in Jesus Christ as

Lord. It need not, but it does. We're tempted to relativize our faith in Christ by



saying things like, “There are many ways to God.” e have a tendency Lo keep our
faith in Christ private and in the realrn of feelings. We also realize that rehigion
is at the root of so much bloodshed and conflict in the world, Protestants and
Catholics murder one another in Northern ireland. Christians and Mosiems kill one
another in Bosnia. Christian, Jdewish and Moslem fanatics terrorize one another in
Palestine. Sikhs and Hindus in India destroy one another’s hely places. In a
pluraiistic world it seems arrogant, dangerous, even provocative to say that Jesus
Christ is Lord of history and the only savior of the world.

And yet Christians can’t help but want all people in the world 1o know Jesus.
Christians want all peopie to jeseww=aret believe that God has come among us in
Jesus Christ to take our sins upon himself and save the warld. So mmany peopiz o

i Conbrel
the wocio, s in lown, don't know that Christ s teeGauamy  when Lhey
experience deliverance they don't thank God through Jdesus Christ. When the
surgeon says to them, "1 got it all. You're going ta live,” they dont know that

Christ has healed them, when they arrive safely

home from a business trip or vacation, they don’t know that 1t's God in Christ who
gives them safety ‘when they survive storms in their marriage they don’t realize
that Christ brought them safely through.

wWe who know that God has come to us in Jesus Christ know that ail
salvation comes through Christ. Salvation comes, not by chance; not by our hard
work, nor because we're good and deserve salvation. Salvation comes through

God’s grace in Jesus Christ. Doctors, medicine, and modern technoiogy are means



to healing, but the source of healing 1¢ God whom we kKhow through Christ.
Therefore, wheneyer we experience salvation we praise God through Jdesus Christ.
we believe that God’'s love for us in Christ is an inclusive jove - there’'s a
wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the ses - but we're exclusive in
attributing all salvation to Jesus Christ. Those in other boats will not be saved by
Gaay, wans Dron rt Fand 849 4
their own religion. Religion, not even the Christian religion, has never saved any
ane. Only God who is known through Christ saves. Nor will those in the other
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boats he saved by their own efforts” No matter how hard we try to batl out our
boats, the final storm is so terrible that we can never hope Lo be saved by our own
efforts. Only Christ saves.
We Christians have a great recponsibility to fell our neighbors and the
whiole worid that Jdesus saves and has saved. | hate it when the wr-mq person gets
fuled b
the credit for deing something great. A& Tew years ago %H&*wFE*HQ-;{‘PHUM'L ‘get
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credit for a life saving medical Gtscovraru: Her friends were justifiably angry that

she hadn’t received the glary and praize che deserved. Her friends wanted her to
get the credit. They were happy that thousands of people were tbeing healed as 3
result of her research, but they wanted her to receive the honar and praise. That's
the way Christians should feel when Christ doesn’t get the honor and praise he
deserves.

Christians feel, or should feel, pain and frustration whenever anyone other
than the Lord Jesus Christ gets the ultimate praise and glory for our deliverance,

healing, reconciliation or salvation. We're grateful for doctors and diplomats vho



work for healing and peace in the world but we ultimately glorify Christ who
works through earthen vessels. Christians deeply desire, or should deeply desire,
all people, everywhere to giorify God through Jesus Christ. we tell others the good
news of Jesus Christ because we want him to get all the credit for our salvation
we send out missionaries throughout the warld, not just to heal and teach, but 1o
bear witness to God's love, grace and mercy in Jesus Christ,

Because we know God through our Lord Jesus Christ, we have hope for those
who die, not having known about Jesus - those countless people who Tived snd died
hefara Jesus was born - and those countless millions who have been born and died
since Christ’s death and resurrection without having known hum and trusted him as
their Lord snd Savior. ‘we don’t presume to know who, Tinally, will be saved or
gt But wes bnoy tpat Chriet cares deenly for nerishing sirnars. wWhoever makes
it safely through that 1ast storm, arrives safely by the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Salvation comes from God. 1t's a miracle. ‘wWe have no human potential to
cave ourselves. Only God, in Christ, can save. And God has saved us through
Christ’s life death and resurrection. We believe that at one specific point in
history God gave a definitive disclosure of Himself in Jesus of Nazareth. On the
cross Jesus did far the world what no other has done or could do. in this one
particular man God tock all the unbelief, sin, and tragedy of the world upon
himself. On the cross, the storm was stilled. On the cross, Jesus perished so that

none of us need perish. Satan’s head was crushed and trampled under foot. Death




received a mortal blow in the resurrection of desus Christ

This is the qoad news God calls each one of us to bear withess to no matter
how old or young we are. How canh we as individual Christians bear more effactive
withess, in word and deed, to God's grace, love and mercy in Jesus Christ? How
can this particular church bear beld and winsome withess, in word and deed, to
Jesus Christ?  This should be the top priornity of owr church. it showld have
priority over rebuilding. It should have priority over fund raising. How can we
bear witness more effectively to God's grace in Jesus Christ? ‘we need o talk
about this in our homes, We need to talk about it in our committee meetings and
Bible studies; in the Deacons and Session meetings.

wWe have good newe to tell oyr neighbors, friends and enemies - Jecus Christ
cares abont thas perisning wartid Jdesos 15 Lorg of &l nature desus Thist has, in
fact, saved thic pericshing world through his 1ife, death and resurrection.  what

else can we do but repent of allowing other pricrities to displace this great
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priority. ‘what else can we do but believe the gond news!

Let us pray: O God cur defender, storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue yaur people from
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us all from unbelief; through Jesus Cheist our

Lord, wha lives and reigns with iyou and the Hely Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

#This theme is found in several gospel stories. Jesus heals the servant of a centurion, heals a man born biind,
turns water to wine, and heals the son of an official. in each case the person is healed without any faith in Christ;
without knowing that Christ has healed him. 1= this not an analegy of how God saves ug through Chrizt before we
¢an racognize who he is and what he has done for us.
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