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Qur Broken World

A sermon preashed by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Churoh, Dxford, Pd on Maundy
Thursday , Mareh 31, 1988, Soripture Lessons: Psalm 1155 Corinthians 10:16-17; Mark 141226,

IH THE HAME OF THE FATHER AHD OF THE SOM AKD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEHN.

We live in @ broken world. Broken treaties, Broken promises. Broken
hearts. Broken dreams. Broken farmilies. En:ud porticipates in the
hrokeness of our world. He came into the world in Jesus and experienced
the brokeness of aur lives., He Knew all sbout troken promises. He Knew
the heart bresk of friends who denied and betrayed him. His bady was
broken ot the cross and he died of & broken heart,

But we're here tonight because we believe, or at least want Lo believe,

that on the cross the body of Christ was broken 5o that this world might

he made whole. Tonight Christisng around the world will remember the
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death of Jesus. Russisn Christisng, Pelestinian Chiristiang, Christians in
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Marthern lreland, Christian Blacks and Whites in South Africs, Christian
Contras and Christian Sandinistas in Central America are remernbering the |
desth of Jesus tonight. And we con't remermber the death of Jesus without
realizing that the things thet divide us™ our nationality, our race, our
language, our politics™™ count for nothing at the Teble of the Lord. Hef’e
there &re no Democrats or Republicans, there are neither Arnericans or
Russians, there are neither Sandinistas or Cantras but we are one. Were

cofme to Jesus to be made whole, "We who are

broken people who have

rany are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”

Jesus gathered his spostles et o friends house on the first Maundy
Thursday Lo eat the Passover supper. The Passover meal celebrated the
time when |sragl was a slave in Egupt. The angel of death flew over Egypt
and struck dead the firgt born son of everyone in the land. God, however,

tald the Jews ta kill a lamb and sprinkle its blood on their doars. When the
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angel of death passed over the land he spared the sons of those whose
daors were splatiered with blood. Jews have remember that night from
that time 11} now by eating the Passaver meal.

Jesus and his disciples were eating this meal on the first Mautidy
Thursday. But at the end of the meal Jesus transformed it into sormething
new. What he did with the bread and wine, and what he said about them
visibly dramatized his desth before it taok place and gave hig own

explanation of its meaning and purpese. He Was teaching at 1east three

lessons.

The firat{lese nconcerned 2he ceniralily of bis gesth. Salemnly
and deliberately he gave instructions for his own memarial service. Today

we have memorial services. 'We had one this week here in this church. But

memorial service to be repeated. Over and over he wanted his followers to
rernember his death, The Lord's Supper, then, dramatizes neither his birth
nar his 1ife, neither his words nor his works, but @) his death. Jesus
wants us to know that his death on the cross is at the very center of the
Christian faith. Central to the Christian faith is a service that reminds us
that our Lard died s= an outcast between two thieves. He wants to
rerninds us of thet over and aver again. That is central Lo our faith.
w\desus was teaching about lbe pgurpese af #is Feats

Through the shedding of his blood in death God eslablished & new covenant

with his peaple. He promised to write his law on our hearts and forgive
aur sins. Jesus died in order to hring us into @ new reletionship with God.
we call it the New Cavenant, the Mew Testament.

The\@eason Jesus was teaching concerned 24e seed 1a

sppraariale His desll persaneliy. Jesus didn't simply break the bread

w

e

e A e, T




ﬂ,’.{;‘f’) o

and pour the cup.  He wasn't simply an actor an & stage with 12 people in
the audience watching. He drew them into the dramna. He nyited them to
participate with him in the drarna. He gave thern the bread and seid, "Take,
eat.” He gave them the cup and they all drank af it. They all participeted.
|Lwasrt enaugh forthe br gad-te-be broken and the wine-te-be-potred oud.

rirk. L owasn't enoug ie-buHtheyhad-to
rarsenaty. The eating and drinking
were, and still are, a vivid acted parable of receiving Christ as our

crucified Saviour and of feeding on hitn in our hearts by faith. The Lord's
Supper is intended to be "a participation in the body and blood of Christ.”
The Rey. John Stott writes, *| can etil} remember what & revelation it
was Lo me a3 a young man to be told that any action on my part was
o —necesEary— used to imagine-tiat-because Chirist fad died, theworTghad =~ 7T
been automatically put right. ‘wWhen someons axplained to me that Christ
had died for e, | responded rather haughtily ‘everybody knows that', as if
the fact itself or my knowledge of the fact had brought me salvation.” The
sgcrement of the Lord's Supper invites us to participate personally. When
we Lake the bread and the cup we realize that Christ died for me. He is my
saviar.

Here, then, are the tessons of the upper room about the death of Christ.
First, it was central to his own thinking ghout himzelf and his missian,
and he wants it to be central ta ours. Secondly, it teok place in order to
a=tablish the new covenant and to make the forgiveness of zins possible.
Third, it needs to be appropriated individually if its beneflits fthe covenant
and the forgiveness) are to be enjoged.
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ce hlood will save us from the Angel of
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Desth, ‘When we broken men and women trust in Jesus and receive him




healing begins for us. Somelimes it seems hard to believe, there is s0
ruch brokenness in the world and in our lives. But, in faith, we take that
Bread and drink that Cup as an outward sign of our desire for Jesus Lo
corme into our hearts and heal them, to come into our lives and heal our
braken relationships, to come into our 1ives and forgive out broken

profises.
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