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Palm Sunday Demonstration
A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Fresbyterian Church, Oxford, PA on Palm
Sunday , March 27, 1982, Seripture Lessons: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 118:19-22, Philippians 2:5-11,
Mark 11:9-11.

IM THE HAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
Thursday | opened the windows for the first time this year and put
down the screens. The warm breeze carried the fragrance of pine needles
and cow manure. | heard birds singing and the sound of the breeze in the
bare limbs of trees. It got sawarm the attic Tan came on. | turned back
the thermostadt. Thursday night it was teo warrn for my flannel pajarmas

and we took the quilt off. | rejoicedt Spring is hetel
But my rejoicing was short-lived. Friday evening we put the storm
windows back down. 1t rained all night and the wind beat against our |

house. Saturday Temnple lost. Yillahova lost. The Phillies lost an

e pyhibition-gamerIn the-late-afternoonweturned-upthe thermostgdtang ™ T

last night | dug out rny flannel pajamas. My celebration of Spring wes &
little premature. But | 5til) believe Spring /s coming. Preise the Lord!
Spring is caming!

Today is Falm Sundey. Pailm Sunday is like tast Thursday. I1t's o teaser.
Jesus is proclaimed King. The people cry out, "Hosannal Save now!™ But
tororrow Jesus will curse the Tig tree because it hasn't yet produced figs.
Tuesday, Judas will canspire with the Scribes and Pharisees to betray
Jesus. Thursday, the disciples will forsake Jesus and Peter will deny him.
Friday, Jesus will be crucified. Palm Sunday is & premature celebration,
But Easter Sunday is coming. Jesus will rise from the dead and every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess that he is Lord.

As Christians, we know that Easter is only s week away. But what we
see 50 clearly was foggy and unclear to those who were with Jesus on

that first Palm Sunday. St Mark gives us seresson to believe that anybody
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hut his imrmediate disciples took notice of that first Palm Sundsy
dernonstration. Jerusalem was usually a town of about 50,000 peopie.

During Passover, howvever, thousands of pilgrirms streamed into Jerusalem.

Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian, is probably exaggerating tut he

says that as many ag 3 millicn pilgrims came to Jerusalem yearly for the
Passover celebrations. It wes the tradition for these pilgrims to
celebrste the coming of Spring and to sing Psalms of praise as they
appraached Jerusalem. Psalm 118, parts of which were spoken by the
dizciples of Jesus on that first Palm Sunday, would have been sung by
thousands of pilgrime without any reference at all to Jesus, Would we
have recoghised Jesus in that crovd and hub-bub?

Several years after the event & maen named Mark wrote about it Mark

was a Christian. He helieved that.lesus.of_Nazareth was-the-divine-Son-of —— o —

Sod. He believed that the death of Jesus on the cross was a ransorm paid
for zine. He believed that Jesus rose from the dead and would come again
from heaven in power shd great glory to establish his Kingdarm and judge
the world., Mark saw with the eyes of faith what so many had net teen sble
to see on that first Palm Sundsy. He saw inJesus s divine Being. He had
supernatural knowledge of the whereabouls of the colt. He exercised &
strange power over it's owners so that they immmediately releaged it to the
disciples. He had supernatural power to ride an untamed colt without
being bucked off. He saw inJesus ane wha knew he'd be rejected and spit
upon shd put to desth. He zaw in Jesus the Lord whio was in control of

everylhing; who deliberately entered Jerusalem as @ king and choze for his
throne the cross

Thiz is the kind of King Jecus chose to be. was he mistaken? Dam

Helder Camara, Archbishop of Recife and Dlinda in Brazil, is an active
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compaigner for social reform. The government of Brazil, at ane time,
hanned his baoks. Journalists are forbidden to mention his narme. Some of
{hase whose cause he champions, the poor and the oppressed of Brazil,
want to turn to viclence. They ask hirn to give one example of o country
that has managed to liberate itself w/2fawd violence. His reply: "Give me
ane exarmple of @ country that has managed to liberate itself widd
vialence.”

Thiz touches the hesrt of our own faith, Was Jesus mistaken about his
messiahship? “what kingdom has ever been established without violence?”
we ask. And Jesus snewers, "what kingdom has ever lasted that has
established itself by viclence?” Christ chose s different path to establizh
his kingdam. "Christ hurbled himself and became obedisnt unto death,

gyen des th on a-cross.”_Was hednistaken’?_LCan this.be-theway-of-success? .

Should this be the kind of mind-set that we also should have?

| dan't know when Spring will finally get here. Meybe this week. Maybe
nest month. | dan't know. But | believe Spring is coming. And we don't
know when Christ's kingdom will come in power. Maybe this week. Maijbe
next rmonth. Maybe in & thousand years. Bul we believe his kingdam is
coming. We bet our life an it as Chrigtians. So we cry out to Jesus,
"Hosannal Save uz, now! Save our loved ones from an early death. Save aur
children frorn drugs and alcohol and AIDS. Save our hation from raciarm and
materialism and militarizm. Save our church from complacencyt”

and every ance in & while we see hints of his cormning kingdam. 'We see
it in peaple like Mother Theress, but alsc in these bags representing your
sacrificial giving to others in the name of Jesus. We see it in people like
Jim Syms who recently shared with the young sdult class how Christ hes

really turned him sround and enabled hirm to recognise and respond to Jesus
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Christ as Lord, And we see hints of the promized kingdom of Christ in
events like the ceaze fire sgreerment between the Contras and the
Sandinistas. Promises of Spring! Promises of salvationt The Promise of
Christ's coming Kingdarm,

The religious crowds streaming into Jerugalem for the Passaver

melebration, for the most part, didn't recognise hira a5 King. But whatever
biinds us to his coming i= & serfous matter because | believe that
recognizing and responding to Jesus as Lord, is the whole secret of life.
To have hitn a5 our Lord means life and hope snd peace for ourselves and
for this war torn crazy world. To miss him 15 to miss everything.

Ir the last few years I've been trying to teach my boys to play chess.

Theg're slowly learning the game but it's still hard for thern to understand

the winner should be the ane who has the most pieces. So they wonder how
they've lost when they still have so many of their pieces an the board. And
| have to keep telling therm, "the important piece is the king.” The whale
qame centers on the king. You can grab sll the pawns, bishaps, khights and
rooks on the board but i you loze your king, you've lost everything. And
you can protect all your pieces and be urwilling to sacrifice any of them,
but you'll still tose if you lase the King.
what the king is to chess, Jesus is to life. It doesn't make fmg

difference how many pieces you have st the end of the game of 1ife if you
don't have the king. You can gain the whole world and lose your soul. In
the end the anly thing that matters is to recagnize and respond to Christ
as your King and Lo know that in life and in death gou belong ta him.

Almighty and ever¥iving Sod, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the sross, giving us the example of

his great humility © Mercifully grant *hd* we miay walk in the way of his sufﬂ»r ing, and also share in his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




