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Putiing The Family In Itz Place
A sermon preached by the Revd. Theodore 5. Atkinson at the Oxford Presbyterian Church on the 1ath
Sunday after Fentecost, September 7, 1986, Scripture Lessons: Ezekiel 22:1-11 ; Psalm 94:12-22;
Philemon 1-20; Lude 74.05-33, '

What iz a disciple of Jesus Christ? Are you a disciple? In the Gospel
according to 5t Lukef the 14th chapter, and the 26th verse, Jesus gays:
“wWhoever comes to me and does not hate their own father and mother snd
wife [ s hushsnd] and children and brothers snd sisters, yes, and even
Vife itself, cannal &e mi oiscinie”

| have to sdmit that lbese wards Frighiens me Andif you're honest
I'm sure they frighten you. They not only frighten me, 2bey meke me
fegl & 4t rebelliois. | find myself defiantly asking Christ, "What do
gou mean | must hate my wife and children? That's crazyl That's
unnaturall That sounds like something a cult leader would say.” .

_‘What daes Christ mean?

e o5 fra sézre ihet e daasn'l mesy lhsl ware supnosed lo
sate aur femilies Jilerslly. Sometimes Jesus spoke outrageously in
order to get hie point across. He's like the farmer who couldn't get his
mule to listen so he got his attention by cracking him over the head with a
two by four. Sometimes the only way Jesus can get us to listen is to hit
us over the head with the two by four of violent language. For example,
ance he said, "I gour right hand offends you, cut it of f. [f your eye offends
you, pluck it out,” Some fanatical people have literslly done that. 'Theg‘ve
mutilated their bodies. And some people, when they hear these waords of
Chrict about hating their families, mutilate their families, tear their
families apart. They engage in hateful religious arguments and grow to
dislike their husband or wife on the pretext of sbeying Christ when, in
fact, they're using religion to justify their own folly and irresponsibility.

Sa Jel's fhe £lesr ihel nabody cen be & disciple of Lhrist ir
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ihay Aele anytecy. St Jdohn wrote, "IT anyone says he loves God but
dnesn't love his brather, that person's a liar”. St Paul instructed husbands
to love their wives as Christ loves the church. You can't love snyone mare
than that. The Fifth Commandment requires that we hanar our fathers and
rmothers. Again, St Paul warns heads of families that "if any provide naot
for his own household, he's denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
You cen't justify your hatred for a family member on the basis of what
Jesus says here. ‘We can't literally hate anybeody snd be & disciple of
Christ.

what, then, #7¢ Jesus mean when he zaid to hate our families? Jesus
simply mesnt that he wenis {6 e [irsl piece in ayr nesiris.

The family hes gone through zome rough titmes in Americs in recent
yesrs: divorce, infidelity, child sbuse, spouse abuse, single parent
famnilies, latch~key children and the disappesrance of the extended family.
Ags g result there's @ rising tide of concern for strong families which |
fully support. Su? in resciion la ihe brest-aawn al Temilies same
af us ge lo he appasile exireme al exeliing ihe 7emily end
aegileciing Chrisd, We use our devotion to family to excuse our failure
ta build Christ's kingdom and fight against principalities and powers and
the ruters of the darkness of this world. And | say that a5 one who tries to
quard jealously my time at home with family. 've seen too many families
wrecked by ministers and missionaries wha've neglected their own wives
and children.

But 7t's passitiie for ke femily Lo kecome 577 impariont, &3¢
ihe Kingdam af Christ neglected At times it amounts to idolatry. We
spend money excessively on our families with the result that we become

tharaughly materislistic and many towers in the Kingdom of Christ are
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left uncampleted. When a chiltd complaing about having to go to Church
school on Sunday & parent let’s them stay hame. But when they complain
about going to School ah Monday marning we tell them they A&ve to go.
‘It's the law. What's gaing to tecome of you if you don't go to schoal.” So
we teach our children that it's more important to cbey the laws of the
state and learn their ABC's than to know, love, and obey Christ. Sometimes
we encourage our families sdeve /7 to succeed and get shead in Tife but
foil to encourage them to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, building his
Kingdarm and fighting the powers of darkness in this world.

If beings from ancther pianet were to come to earth and see how many
Christisn families live they'd probably conclude that Jesus had said
something like, "Seek ye first what you're going to eat and how you're
going to dress; which house you're going to huy; which car you're gaing to
drive; which girl you're going to marry; which career to pursue? And then
if there's a little time left, and if it isn't too uncomfortable for you,
please do something for the kingdom of God." That's the way so mshy
Christian families live,

Jut Christ Js Lord, nal aur Femiiies. When we give our families
first place in our lives, aur families suffer in the long run. ‘when we laok
to our famities to give us the love, security, and status that only Ged can
give we place intalerable pressures on them. | wonder if that's why some
marriages break up. We marry someone with impossible expectations. Wwe
expect this person to satizfy cur deepest wanis and needs. We expect a
wife or husband to be perfect like God and we're terribly disapointed, after
the heat of passion cools, when we discover that prince charming doesn't
turn hiz socks inside out when he takes them off.

Sameiimeas aiy Jayve Ty ouy Femiiies s ras&ily anit &
&
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exlanaed ang s&lfish Jove Jar aurselyes. We look to our children ta
be what we failed to be and when we do this we place incredible burdens
an them. We even look to our chﬂdren far irmmaortality, hoping to keep
alive our memory in their lives. But only Christ can give eternal life. |If
we ook to family for ultimate meaning, purpose and happiness rether then
to Christ and hiz Kingdem we place & terrible burden on their shoulders.
It's unfair to them. We ignore the wider world, end we're doomed teo
disapointment and disillusionment... and tmost of all we're letting Christ
daw.

So when Jesus tells us that we can't be his disciple unless we hate our
farnilies he mesns that we must put our family in ils proper plece. Ae

wants to have first place in aur lives.

When Jesus seid these words he was still very popular. 1'm suresthese -

words discoursged and drove awsy some of the multitudes. They were
willing to be hearers, but not deers. But Jesus calls, not for spectators
but for recruits, men and women with undivided loyalty end commitiment
to the building of Christ's kingdam.

Carisl confrants va all and says, "Whoever comes to me and dees nat
hate their awn father and mather and wife [esd Swsbone] and children
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itzelf, cannol be ry disciple.”
wWhat Jesus wants, in this church today, is faithful, dedicateq people /ar
tmare tharn patronizing crowds, |

Ga are We discigles? wWill you help build & tower in the Kingdom of
Christ here in Oxford? 'Will you stend up and strike s blow against the
forces of darkness in the world? You can applaud Christ without
following. You can sdmire without helping.

Over the Fourth of July weekend hundreds of men and women stood



Y

5
before & black robe Tigure and solemnly renounced their allegiance to their
hormelands and taok an oath of allegiance to their new country, the United
States. Some left families to come to the States. They don't hate their
farnilies but they've had & gresfes longing for the freedorn and
opportunities of this country. And theyll work and scrimp and save until
they're united with their families her someday.

Wihen e were haplized we eslered & new Kingdam, Uhe
sragacsr af Chrisdo Like men and women fleeing oppression we stood
before & black robed figure, when we were confirmed, and renounced old
loyalities and professed our allegisnce to Jesus as Lord, That decision to
be Teyal to Christ might put distance between family mermbers for awhile
until the other comes to share thet same commitiment. That doesn't mean
you literally hate them. It means you've found something better for them.
and yourselves in building and serving in Christ's Kingdom.

In & few moments we'll take the Sscrament. ‘When you take the
sacrament you're renewing that cath of allegiance you took when you were
confirmed. Any one who takes thal bread and drinks from that cup says to
Christ, "I renounce all other lords and kingdoms and | pledge sllegiance to
you as my lard and king. [ thank you for cslling me to help build your
kingdorn and fight against the kingdom of darkness.”

God grant that the King, who's present this marning in the Sscrament,
may Tind men and wamen willing to build and to battle.
Atmen.
Mew unti) hir that iz able to keep you from falling, snd to present you faullless before the

presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty,
domirdon and power, both now and ever. Amen.




