)

L\a{:«NMMMTbﬂ"‘Q‘“’

Rebuild the House of the Lord

A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church , Oxford , PAon September 13, 1992, the
14th Sunday after Pentecost. Scripture Lessons: Ezra 1; 2 Corinthians 5:1 ; Mark 13:1-8.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

After the Tire that destroyed our church | turned in every direction for help as
to how to procead. | called the national headguarters of our church in Louisville,
Kentucy. | called the Synod and the Presbytery. But no one seemed o know what to
do when a church burns down. Finally, | turned to the Bible and remermbered the story
of what God’s people once did after their temple was destroyed. The story iz found in

RMewer A tl doo Wkaws . e/ﬁco-u,._a.%g 'KM{-“ \'Qﬁ-o\

the 01d Testament books of Ezrs and NeherniahPEzra tells the story of how God
stirred up the spirits of God's peaple to rebuild the Temple which had been destroyed.
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Ezra goes on to show how, in the process of rebuilding, God rebwild, renewed, snd
revived Gegsgearie. T?ze book of Meherniah goes an to show thet God’s concern was
not only for the Temple and the renewal of faith of his peg@e. His concérn was for
the renaisance of the whole city of Jerusalem}fl believe that God ig stirring the
hearts of his people hear in Oxford to rebuild the Oxford Presbytery Church. And it's
exciting to think that, through this process of rebuilding, we will be rebuilt and

reformed and revived as God’s people after many yesrs of disappaintment and

oot
deferred hope. &a&d]t’s excitingqto think thet, perhaps, God wants us to lead the way,

L in rebuilding and reviving the whole town of
Oxford in every ares of its life; in the areas of business, and justice and education,ecomoweds
and family life.

We aren’t the only ones who've had to rebuild a church after & fire. | take

heart from the story of the rebuilding of the temple which is found in the=84d
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Testarert=beskssf Ezra. There are amazing parsllels between whst we’ve gane
through these past 3 years and what happened to the people of God 2,500 years ago.
T etice thess paraieta, e Proial 2 o o o AbA

1. Both Solomon’s Temple and our church were destroyed and reduced to
rubble. Just as God preserved his people despite the destruction of the Ternple, God
iWspite the logs of our Church.

% The 01d Testament people of God became exiles from their land and house of
worship for sbout 70 years. During their many years of exile the Peaple of God
discovered thaet God could be worshipped and served without the Temple. Many
ancient people ance conquered, lost their religion and identitg/tsut God’'s O1d
- Testament people maintained their identity snd faith. They nat anly maintained their
identity, they grew in their understonding of who God is and what God requires of us.

we also have been exiled from our lend and building, although for only three
years. Despite the loss of our beautiful church building, God has preserved and
strengthened our identity and sense of purpose. For example, shortly after the fire,
the Building Planning Cornmittee visited churches that had burned and rebuilt. All of
them suffered a loss of membership and & reduction in their warship atiendance. But
God has blessed us. Twao years befoare the fire our average attendance was about 150
a week. Our average attendance after the fire has been shout 175 @ week and |
believe and am trusting God to take us over the 200 & week threshald when we get
back into cur church. Eefore the fire our high school Sunday School class was Jucky
to have twao or three kids. We began the Fall Sunday School season with 15 high

school kids. Several weeks ago | was thrilled when two high school kids stood up and
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gave a brief testimony as to how their relationship to the Risen Christ has been
strengthened. It's wonderful what God has done for us since we’'ve been exiled from
our 1and end house of worship.

g. Not all of God's people returned fram the Babylonian Exile to Jerusalem hut
anly those whose spirit God had stirred got ready to go up end rebuild the house of
the LORD. Not all of our members have stayed with us. Most have and we’ve aven
added new members. But some members have left. We shouldn’t disparage those who
haven't stayed with us to rebuild the House of the Lord. May God bless thern and
engble thern to grow spiritually end serve the Lord to the fullest capacity. But,
praise the Lord, God has stirred your hearts to respond to the grest and once in &
life-time challenge to rebuild our House of the Lord in Oxford.

3. The 01d Testarnent people of God faced epposition and discouragement in
their attempt to rebuild the Temple. They laid the foundation of the temple but then
had to postpone the building of the rest of it for years and years. Long years went by
when ngthing seemed to be happening.

We've also faced discouragement and delays in rebuilding of the church. From
May of 1989 to September of 1990 the ruins stood and nothing seemed to be
happening. Then the walls were leveled and the rubbie removed. 1t Tooked Tike
sormething was finaﬂg happening. But then we waited for another year before the
foundation was laid and the walls began Lo rise. We hope to get into our rebuilt
church by January but it ray be yesars before the work is completed. But in spite of
discouragernent and delays, God has stirred our hearts to rebuild the House of the

Lord.



A: There's another parslle] between those who rebuilt the 0id Testament
Temple and we who are rebuilding the Oxford Presbyterian Church. Both they and us
have enjoyed the financial support of the community beyond our own membership.
“All their neighbars sided them with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, with
animnals, and with valuable gifts..” Surely, God stirred the spirits of his people in
Babylon to return and build the house of the Lord when their neighbors contributed so
rnuch toweards the rebuilding.

what an encouragement it has been to me to receive qifts from our neighhars;
to hear people like Carl Fretz express his concern that our church be rebuilt. The
people of this town want our church rebuilt almost as badly as we do. Many people
who aren’t affilisted with our church believe that cur church standing and
rministering in the middle of the town is essential to the identity and spiritual life of
Oxfaord.

We've received qifts from nearly every state in the union. We've received gifts
from other countries. We've received gifts from churches, near snd far, from service
orgainizations, from young pecple whao have given away their baby sitting maoney. God
has stirred up the spirits of many people and organizations to rebuild the House of
the Lord.

why? Beceuse God has given us & vision. God has given us & vision of & church
that transforms the culture and town. God haé givern us a vision of a church which
believes that God’s word has application to every area of life: to-petitiesand
eeoneries-and-socialdssues. God has stirred our spirits with a vision of a church
that’s for the whaole community, and not for just curselves and for people just like

4



us; for the poor and the rich; for the old and the young; for the handicapped and the
spry; for the liberal and the conservative; the strong in faith and for the doubling.
Surely he Lord God whorm we’ve come to know in Jesus Christ has stirred the hearts
af many of us to rebuild the House of the Lord.

6. There’s still another parallel. Many things were saved from Solomon’s
Temple before its destruction; silver and gold basins; silver bowls and many otﬁer
kinds of vessels. They were saved and taken to Babylon where they were placed in
the house of Nebuchadnezzer’s gods. King Cyrus of Persia had them released so they
could be brought back to Jerusalem and to the rebuilt temple.

We also saved many things out of the church. We saved the communion service.

e 0me ) meuldoy 4t iy boobe
- We saved the bells” We saved many chairs and same furniture which the gcuth group
has cleaned up. We saved the bell tower. We saved some iron pillars which are being
used in the new church. The stone circle which was on the facade of the old church
was saved and will be incorporated in the new one. These old things provide
continuity with the past and remind us of how God has delivered us, 1ike Shadrach,
Meshech and Abednego, from the fiery furnace and, like Jonah, God has delivered us
from the belly of the wha]e that threaiened to swallow us up snd destray us. o WIQ"'QM
fvé'vfw-(«/\( Dty boch fo ore chncts b

One final thing which | don’t know yet whether it’s a parallel or not.
Solornon’s temple lasted nearly 400 years before it was destroyed. The Tempie
which the returned exiles rebuilt lasted for about S00 years, or & hundred years
longer. It was this rebuilt temple that was graced with the presence of the Lord
Jesus Christ, first as a little child whose parents brought him to the temple for his

dedication; and later, as a man he came to cleanse the temple.
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Our neo-gothic church was completed in 1864. It burned down 125 years 1ster.
May our rebuiit church last 200 - 300 years ar more, and may we be blessed with
any visitations of the Lord Jesus Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit.

The story that Ezra tells has become our stnrg.j}% bo e iy et bos Py
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Pray that God will continue to stir teespi-af Sadispeepte to give freewill

offerings to rebuild the church. God has certainly been stirring my heart to rebuild
8s |'ve talked to peaple in the community, with fellow pestors, and with people from
out of town who have all been praying for us and often giving to us. God has stirred
my spirit, especially, with some of the letters we've received. One first grader
wrote a note to Dave and Beth Keefer which Dave shared with me, “Dear Mr. and Mrs.
-Keefer, | am sarry sbout your church. 1-know how much you Tiked your church.” | Yiked -
the church, Loo. /sape ihat the peaale twilad & ey church... Love, Micheel Maxwell.”
And little Ramon Aguiler wrote, “The church(n Oxford burned down. | saw the fire...
I was a very big fire... The organ burned, all the stained glass windows, and the
piano. The people are going to fix the church. They are going to build it again.”

Let us pray: “0 Lord... stir up the spirit of your people to rebuild the church.”

May that be the continusl prayer of all of us.



Orxtord Presbyterian Church
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

A Simple Outhine of Fzra and Nehemiah

Bzra 1-6 The Return of Zerubbabel and the Reconstiection of the Temple
Ezra 7-10 The Return nnder Fzra and the Reconstruction of the People of God
Hehemiah 1-4; '

6:1-7:3 The Retorn under Hehemiah and the Reconstruction of the Walls
NHehemiah 7:4-12:43 Renewal and Reform

Ezra and Nehemiah in their Historical Context

1000 BC Saul becomes first king of Israel {1002 BC - 1000 BC)
King David {1000 BC - 960 BC)
King Solomon {960 BC - 925 BC)
The Temple 13 bwilt in Jerusalem

753 BC Foundation of the city of Rome

587 BC Hebuchadnezzar II of Babylonian Empire conguers the kingdom of
Judea, burns and demolishes the Temple in Jerozalem, brings the
monarchy to an end , and deports many Jews into captivity in Babylon
{The Babylonian Captivity lasts, ronghly, 70 years). The people of

L God cease to be a political kingdom snd begin to-become-a "ekurch®--- =

553 BC Cyrus II, the Great, of Persia {553-529) conquers Lydia, the Medes,
and the Babylonian Empire. In 536 BC he frees Jews from the
Babylonian Captivity and aids their return to Israel

538 BC The rebuilding of the Temple of Jerusalem begins under the leadership
of Zerubhabel {538 BC - 516 BC)_ It takes over 20 years to complete
the Temple

Ca 458 BC Ezra comes to Jerusalem to rebuild the people through teaching
and enforcing the Law of God.

Ca 445 BC Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem

356 BC Alexander the Great born

100 BC Julius Caesar born

The Birth, Death, and Resumection of Jesus

AD 70 The Jerusalem Temple burned and demolished due w0 Jewish revolt
against Roman 1rule. The Temple has never been rebuilt.



