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IN THE MANE OF THE FATYHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AHEN.

foad year old boy wakes up sarly on Monday morning dreading the thought of
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"You and [ wers created for joy, and if we miss it, we miss the reason for our
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e and women

whehever we eXDerienis 107 - real (o7 - the purbose and meaning of life iz being
mifilled. low 12 what God created s for and 10V 18 one o Hies deepes
Many years ago a poot ufitnartied, pregnant teenager sang a song of oy, Deapite

&t sing hecanse she beliewad the Good News that she

ner ciroumstances, she wa

wolld give birth to the Son of God. The Good News of Jeans Christis a =
the oy of womnen, ke the Virgin Mary, who discover that God wants them to help

Sl Vs the story of hungty pecble God fiils with good things The Gospel talls the

story of iorgotten peonle God refnembers. In a world of broken marriage vows and



dashed hopes, it tells the story of a prormize (

veotnen of low estate

“My spirit rejodces in God my Savioer” the first Madonna sang, “for he has looked

he greatest (ovs i life 13 the 1oy

and love. The last time |

returned to Princeton Seminary, Dy Story, my obd Greek pr
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marered pregnant teenager.
In the eves of hef neighbors she was a great sinner. She was used to frowns from

dizapproving moralists condernnming her lifestyle  The was a nobody  Nobody missed

teer if che stayed away from the weskly sabbath servic ue. Mary was

3 rabadei But God [ooked with favor on her
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Tavor upon you,
v

eeking me” Most of us

¥ uz and we're hiding,

alrard tial we'it be found. I you've sver had that
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o many things rotous of oy, The thought of growing old, the increasing

the raiiewr af the ohar
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Atid then there's =1 of ns wish we had mere money. We
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And events outside of us rob us o
experience joy while children are slar
on the news the terrible things that tal
1T mnst somehow make sense of hurnan tragedy.
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sinners, we e¥perience 10y, Joy! Think of (1! God has looked with favor of vsi The
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Lord of eaven carme dowt from heaven to earth and =ats and drinks with us sinners.

God an Chnst, suffers and dies {c

pegin 0 Iool with faver noon
met: and wornen Upon whotn others ool with disfavor. Our attitudes changs Liwards

eopie whom the world puts down: the lowly and the hungry.
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"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirif rejoices in God my Savior, fof he has
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MO R whu 12 prezent with ue to f11l the haingry of this town with good thinge FPlesee let none of ue go sway

emply. Amwn



