“Rernain in My Love”

A sermon preachsd by the Revd, Theodore S. Atkinson on the Sixth Sundag of Easter, May 12, 1985, at
Knox Presbigterian Church,

"My commandment {s this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater fove has no
one than this, that one lay down his life for his frisnds.” --John 1512

[ think I would have liked to have known Billie Hill. His name
appeared in a newspaper. It wasn'iin the headlines-- the headlines were
filled with the names of politicians. It wasn't on the sports page. He didn?t
score any baskets or hit any home runs, It was in that section of
newspaper where people sometimes put in little notices in memory of
toved ones. There were only ten words about him. This is what the notice
said.

_ HILL -~ Memories of Billie.

" He loved his neighbors as himself.

There are two ways of laying down your life for your friends, We
usually think of some-one ysag to save a friend. A mother dashes into a
blazing house to save her child. But you can lay down your life and go on
fiving. A poor mother may work all her life as a domestic in the home of
a rich person to keep her family together after her husband leaves her.
This kind of laying down one's life calls for more than momentary heroism;
it calls for day by day loyalty lasting months and years. It sounds as if
Billie Hill iaid down his life for his friends in this second way. Day by day,
year by year, he loved tis neighbors as himself.

Billie Hill's memorial was in a daily paper which is read fo-day and
thrown into the waste-paper hasket tomorrow. But there are other
mernorials which are erected to last for a nation's history. 1 think of two in

particular, The first one was set up near the South Pole. It comtnetnorates



the fove of Captain Lawrence Dates, He was one of the merabers of a
British expedition to the South Pole fed by Captain Hugh Falcon Scotl. On
the 17th of Jatuary 1912, after a terrible journey over the snow and ice of
Antartica five members of the expedition reached the South Pole. They
had hoped to be the first to reach the pole hut found that a Horwegian
team had beaten them. Disappointed, they began their §00 mile return
journey, facing snow, wind and temperatures that hit 50 degrees below

zero. One of the five died as & result of a fall. Only four remaineds—osott,

It was imperative that they reach & depot
where food and fuel had been stored. But their progress was slowed by
Captain Oates whose feet were badly swollen with froetbite. Oates realized

that they would never reach the depot going at his slow pace. He begged

. his compandona toleave him, butthey refused. . - e

They became marooned it their tent. & blizzard raged outside. Oates

knew he had to make a decision. He dragged himsell to the door. Looking

hack he said to his three companions, "T'm just going outside and may be

some time.” They never saw him again. Captain Oates laid down hig life

for his friends. And in recognition of his sacrifice there's a memorial in

. Antartica which reads: "Hereabouts died a very gallant gentlemnan.. In

March 1912, returning from the Pole, he walked willingly to his death in a
blizzard, to try to save his comrades beset by hardships.”

The second memorial is in the heart of London. Thousands of people
pass it everyday. When Kay and 1 were in England in 1977 it was one of
the landmarks that 1 didn't want to miss. It was pul up years ago with
pennies collected in factories, mills and mines by the many friends for
whotn this man had laid down his life. He laid down his life, not in a

sudden act of heroism like that of Oates in Antartica, bul in a life-tirne of



political activity in which he worked for the welfare of his friends, Among
those friends were seven-year-old children who worked fourteen, fifteen
and even sixteen hours & day.

His name was Antony Ashley Cooper, better known as Lord
Shaftesbury, and his merorial is the statue of Eros erected in Piccaditly
Circus (Eros is a Greek word for love). Some of you may be familiar with
the life of Lord Shaftesbury; most of you may ot be. Let me tell you
briefly about him. Lord Shaftesbury was the foremost lay-leader of the
Evangelical wing of the Chrch of England in the 19th Century. Near the
end of his life he said, "I do not think that in the last forty years I have
lived one conscious hour that was not influenced by the thought of our

Lord's return.” Motivated by the thought of Christ's return to judge the

living.and.the-dead.he-laid-down his-life-for-the -righis-and-welfare of-the
children and workers oppressed by the industrial revolution.

S0 then, here are two exanples of people who laid down their lives for
their friends. Captain Oates who laid down his life in a moment of heroism
and Lord Shaftesbury who laid down his life in & lifetime of service for the
poor and weak and oppressed,

But there is another person who laid down his life for his friends and
another memorial that's far older than any I've mentioned this morning.
Jesuz laid down his life for his friends in both of these ways. He laid down
his life it a lifetime of healing and the preaching of the gospel of peace. He
laid down his life on the cross to reconcile the wotld to his Father in
heaven.

The tnerorial of his love for us is found in the Sacramment of Holy
Cotntnunion. We go back and back again to this ancient tnemeorial. But

there’s one thing about it that's different fromm any other mernorial, 1



'

read the memorial of Bitlie Hill but I never met him. I might travel to the

South Pole to see the metmnerial of Captain Qates but I wouldn't meet him,

Kay and I stood at the statue of Eros in Piccadilly Cirens but we didnt see

or meet Lord Shaftesbury. But here, this morning, at this memorial of our

Lord's death, we actually see and feel and touch the living and risen Christ.

In faith we feed upott him so that he becomes one with us and we with

hitn. He's alive and present to give us some of his courage and strength

and love so that we also may be able to lay down our lives for our friends) |ay Trew.

AOWA 1 8 Ljabiwme Of Gervie), lay Thown doun, If meassn’ L a moader
This week we celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the end of WWII , ¢) haeddn,

in Europe. I watched several graphic docurnentaries of the death camps in

Germany. And I was reminded once more of how & person who feeds daily

in faittt upon thie Lord Jesus Christ becotnes so much like Christ in their

——love for others—On-this-motheris-day~I-think of-Mother Maria-(Elizabeth—s ~——= ===

Pilenko). She was never married. She never physically hore children. But

Ru SSLay,
she was a mother in the faith for many men and wotnen and a Bessas
Or'nwd‘o;( ] o .
Zuthohic nun.  Because she fed daily upon the Lord Jesus Christ in faith she
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was able to live and love and die as Jesus did. A refugee herself, she was
l\;‘ TN ofS 0F SeEMLEL e .

a—triapd 0Of Russian refugees it Paris in the years between the world wars,
Later she offered refuge to Jews and found herself in the concentration
camp at Ravensbruck, After two and half years the day cate when a few
dozen women were lined up outside the gas chambers. One girl chosen for
death became hysterical. Mother Maria who had not Heen selected for the
death chamber, came up to her. "Don't be frightened,” she calmly said, "T'll
take your turn.” And with that she passed through the doors of the gas
chamber. The hysterical girl lived, Mother Maria died. Like Jesus, she
showed the full extent of her love by laying down her life for her friends.

We can't begin to obey the commands of Christ or love each other as
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he has loved us unless we remain in his love; unless we ¢omme in faith over
and over again to him, the risen Christ, to feed uwpon hitn and to be
This mewenal,

strengthened daity, We cannot come too often to"the Table of the Lord
because it reminds us that unless we feed upon Christ in prayer daily and
daily comrnit our ways to him we are lost; we will not have the resources
to overcome the world; his comrnands will become burdensome to us; our
lives will not bear {ruit that will last into eternal life, @& wntl wat hase The
Sfroungth 4o \:u( Ao sun Lives o8 o lawa pord Ms,

Draw near in faith to Christ now and every day of your lives. You
draw near to Chirist, not by raising your hand or walking down an aisle in
responise to an altar call. Tou can draw near to Christ now, where you are,
in praver. Speak to Christ in your hearts. It his presence and before the

Holy Table resolve now truly and honestly to turn from your sins and turn

to.Christ in-faith —~By-faith-receive the Lord-Jesus Christ and-feed-uponhim=—" =~ ~
In the strength that he gives you resolve now to love your neighhors.
Resolve now that you fully intend to follow the comtnandments of Christ

ang to walk in his ways,

Let us pray: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sintied
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone, We have not loved yon with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, o
the glory of your Natne. Aren.

1 scknowledge my dependence upon a gexmon entitled "Grester Love” presched by the
Reverend Dr. Bernard E. Jonez, Cheadle Hulme 1ethodiat Church which appesred in The
Expository Times, October 1976, Volume LXXVIIL No, 1, pp. 261,



