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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRFY. AMEN.

[ love tradition. Kay and {chose the traditional wedding vows when we got married. We
——

love the tradition of our annual New Year’s Day Pork and. Sauerkraut dinner with family
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members. 1t wag our tradition to pray with our children before bed time and before meals. 1
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have come to appreciate the tradition of standing for the national anthem before 2

football game,

L rarely miss the traditional Memorial Day ceremonies. Voting at election timee is a valuable,

democratic tradition. Tradition strengthens marriages, families communities and churches.

Traditions remind us wha we are,

e———

Sometimes I fear we’ e losing vatuable teaditions and run the dangee of spicitual. amaesia,

- —om e Preshyterians have very-few-traditions that distinguish nsas-Cheistians = bibticat iliteracy is -
rampant. Statistics show that a nxinority of Preshyterian families say grace before meals or have
a daity time of prayer and reading Scriptare. In memy church circles “tradition” is almost always
used in a negative sense. It's used to describe old, dead ways that stifle growth. It descrives the
lifeless past that has no potentiat and from which our modemn wortd has escaped. And Jesus
seems fo lend his voice to those who want to get rid.of tradition. He tells the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, “You abandon the cormmandment of God and hold to hmman tradition.”
What goes here? Does Jesus condeme tradition? Do bre waat o to forget the past? Let's take
a closer look.

Mark says the Pharisees and. teachers of the law eriticized the disciples becanse they ate
with dirty hands. They reatly weren’t criticizing the disciples, they were attacking Jesus. Why

didw’t Jesus teach his disciples the traditions of theatders? Mark tells asthat Jewish traditions
g
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required Jews, not only to wash their hands, but to wash their food and. pots and. pans. They
weren’t concerned about germs. They were concerned about contarmination from unclean
gentiles. They’d bump into gentiles in the market place. They’d buy food handled by gentiles,
They’d handle money touched by gentiles. Gentiles, by definition, were unclean. When
Pharisees touched genfiles they hecame titnally unclean, like when we were in elementary school
and got “cooties” if we touched wapopular kids, The Phatisees feaved they’d get spiritual

o {t wag thetr traditi

D]

“cootres” from physical contact with geatiles, |
fooa and pots and pans whenever they came ito contact with gentiles.

The Pharisees and experts ot law comtdrt see haw lesus could ignate this impartant
tradition  There was sotmething to this tradttion. Our mathers use to tett us, Don’t bang avound
certatrr kids, Bad friends tead us dowar ther wrong oathy, Tews feared contact with gentiles wold
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tead to idotatry. Hang around with gemﬁes and the next thing vou know you'tt be fomtcatmg,

s e e e e —

tobbing, murdering, and atl souts. of other mesm and dirty fhu‘rg% So the Pharisees and teachers
of the taw agk Jesng, “Why da yenr disciptes not tve according ta the teadition of the etders, but
eat with defiled hands?”

Jesus responds with a quotation frove Isateh. “You hypocritest Isatah described vou
heautifully. You'te so busy hatding anto tradition that vou forget God’s coraraandiaents.” In
other words, bad traditions keen ug frany aheying Gad Gaod: tradittons hetn us obeyv Gad. Jesns
sad traditions, nof gl itgditiony, Segregation was 4 tad teaditio that grew up in
America. It separated peonte oncthe basic of race. & hundred yesrs ago, it was & Christia
traditron to roake African Arserteans sit o the haleony of the churck. That was a:.bad tradition,

It kept us foonr abeyiog God and baving onrnaighbor, Prayer is a good tradition: Bt mvavbe the
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tndition of midie Cheting praves tilons polilic svenls s 2,084 tradition that needs to go
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because it creates so much religious friction, it divides peonle, it makes Christians ook
mtcterant, and drives peopte away from Clrist, The Confederate flag is part of our national

tradrtion, but fying the Confederate flag is  bad tradition because it alienates so many good:
AxneTican eizens.

Bad traditions prevent us frour aheying and taving God.and our neigtbor. Here’s arc

e

« abont your traditions: family, nationad, conmndty, and

n‘u

reiigions traditions: birihdays, rligious hotidays, aational twolidays, family gatherings, List all
the traditions you cancthink of. Make a game ofit. See whe can come up with the longest st of

traditions. Take the game a st ok gk
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Highttght the good teuditons, There g guod teaditiong
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mommg T-, was bis tadition: o observe Jewish iedy & vs, Weses hit goirgg 1o Jerusatenc oy

celabiate the Pagsover and tie Feagt of Be
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to us a teadition, tuat be nlrosell) recdived— the celebdiion o

Paul writes 1o the Thessatontan Christians, “Stand fivnuand batd {ast to the traditions that you
were tanght. by us, either by word.of waouth oo by curietter” The trick i tor correctly distinguist

ctweett good and bad traditions, Bad traditdons widennine ovediercs v God. Good traditions

traditions. Thivkof vew trasditions that can strengther our ebedisnse to-Crod and tove for oar

neighbors?
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