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Some Said It Thundered
A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Dxford Presbyterisn Chor ch, Oxford, P& on March 20,

1988,th# Gth Sunday in Lent, C‘mpture L»'-sauns Jererniah 31 :21-34; Psdlm 51:10-17; ; Hebrews
S:7-10; John 12:20-33.

IN THE NAME DF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AHD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

| rernernber @ Peanuts cartoon that appesred years ago. Charlie Brown
and Linus are Tooking at cloud fermations. Linus, the intellectus], says to
Charlie Brown, "See that cloud over there. 1t reminds me of Rembrandt's
famous painting, A7gsdwesias  And over there, that cloud reminde me of
Leanardo Da¥inci's, £&s? Supper, What do you see Charlie Brown?" well,
poor Charlie Teels intimidated by these brilliant observetions and says,
"Gee, | only see some horsies snd zome duckies.”

tsn't 1t arnazing how people can look at the same thing and see

sormething different? ‘Well, something like that happens in our Scripture

. lesson. SomeGreeks.came-to Jerusalern—They heard sboutdesus? Theg™
approached Philip and asked if he could arrange for an interview. Philip
went and talked to Andrew and the two of them came Lo tell Jesus. We
aren't told what happened to the Greeks-- whether they really got to see
Jesus. Instead, Jesus starts talking about the necessity of his death. He
rmust die before his ministry would bear much fruit in the Gentile world.

And if he's 1ifted up on the cross and afterwards 1ifted up to heaven, then
he'll attract the whole world ta himeself.

But in the middle of thig discourse something strange happened. A
voice comes from heaven to confirm what Jesus has been saying. But not
everyone recognized the voice. The Gospel says, "The crowd that was there
and heard it said it had thundered; ethers said an angel had epoken to him.”
which was it? The "'mt&fsf§£Lf’”£‘il3£,}“fffi‘ﬂfofifﬂi‘£?ffm’§i{Ltfﬁfﬁw‘xmg; s A
the way 1ife so aften 1?4 Sorme hear only thunder in the stormy events of ledh, cOos o

s r& é—:ocﬂ{f

life., Others hearg the voice of God. 1t all depends on whether you have Pesordomes 7



gots to hear

I'ove all kinds of rusic. | like Blue Grass music. | 1ike some rock
muzic. | really like the big tiénd rausic of the farties and the rock and roll
of the fifties. But | have to confess that when | listen to heavy metal
rusic all | hear is thunder. But thet same rusic speaks pawerfully to
some of you here this morning.

Ur go back & fey years to the music of Bach., People wha study the
history of music say that Bach's, &¢ Medtsen s Fessian ie Western
civilization's supreme musical achievement. When Felix Mendelsobi
pertormed it in 1829 he was converted to Christ through the words and
riusic. He heard the voice of God init. Even the German philosopher and
atheist, Nietzache, ssid, "One who has completely forgotten Chri istianity

truu 188rs 1 it hPre a8 gospel.” But the church in Bachls-dey.didnit heardhe

voice of God in that ccrrnpuennm‘]. They heard only thunder, Shartly after
Bach persented his 57 Melifenw Fessian the church reduced his salary
and carnplained that he wasn't doing anything.

Bach was known as the greatest keyboard virtuoso of his day but the
church leaders griped. "If Bach continues ta play in this wey the organ
will be ruined in two years ar most of the congregation wil) be deaf.”
some said it thundered when Bach plaged, others heard angels singing.
How differently the zame event can be interpreted.

Une Christmas Eve after the worship service every ane was filing out,
shaking my hand, wishing me a Merry Christmas. One disturbed member
approached me and shouted angrily, "l got absolutely nothing out of that
sermon.” That week | received a note from a young men who had attended
the same service as a visitor., He shared how God had spoken to him

through the message. Some said it thundered, others said an angel had



aspakern,

Mow apply this to the people you come in contact with every day. 1f you
lsten to people only superficially you may not hear what God is trying tao
say to you through that person. Fridey and Ssturday | was at the
Laurelvilie Conference Center with the Synod Church and Community
Committee. That was a radical bunch of people. | remermber one time
v @ man stoop up and thundered out some angry rhetaric that kind of
turned me off. | heard only thunder. And then | began ta reslly listen to
what he was saying. God began to speak to me. | began to feel that God
was speaking to me through this man shaking me out of my lethargy.

So often we simply don't hear what people are saying if they're
different from us. The person may be some left wing liberal, or maybe a

rightwing fundamentalist and all we hear is thunder when God-is-tryingtom —— — —————

speak to us through thern. Wwhat's God trying to sey to us through the
thundering of an angry, rebellious teenager. What's God trying to tell you
through the angry tirade of an unsympathetic parent. 1t's so easy to hear
anly thunder and miss what God's trying to say to us.

sometimes we simply write of f peaple. We gay, "Sod certainly doesn't
have anything to say to me through that kind of & persoi” And so we hear
only thunder,

what we heer so often depends on aur ears, not what's being said. what -
we see, 50 often depends on our eyes, not what we're Jooking at. ‘when the
first Russian astronsut returned to earth twenty-five years aqo, he ssid, "1
tooked atl around for God up there but didn't see hir" Al he could see weas
the earth and moon and starts. Twenty years ago this year many of us
watched in awe og one of our astronauts read the Bible while circling the

roon. 1t wes Tike the vaice of an angel. Some can't see God ahywhere.
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Uthers seern God everywhere.
Sometimes we sing,
{see the stars,
Fhear the rolling thunder ..,
But that's all some people ever sees hear; starssnd thunder, They teak
and-they listen but. j‘heg don't hear God. But others do

hesr God in that thunder. They see God's power throughaut the universe

Stor

rrn clouds blow aver all of us at times, We hear the thunder and see
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the Nghtning. Tragedy strikes. Things dan't turn aut the wal] we hoped.
Everything looks dark snd forboding. In those starms some people hear
anly thunder. Others hear something of the voice of God, There's s 1ot of
thunder in the lives of this and every congregstion. A lot of discardant

hoise. There are huris, Thpre' pair. Storms may be raging in your
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~families. ln thic parish there are families ravaged by crizses, marriages

falling spart. There are young peaple in the church and in the neighberhood
looking for direction and trying to figure out what Jesus or his church has
to do with anything important in their lives. Sometimes | hear thunder
about what we should be doing but will we hear, in all that thunder, the
directing & omd cwmppuverus ws
woice of God saHding-etirbo dﬂ'&*ﬁtﬁ'&ﬁf*ﬁffﬂi‘fﬂ?ﬁ*‘&f:?'hl-lﬁiﬁ new adventures
in faith, new forms of service. It's easy to hesr anly thunder, and miss the
vajice of God. |
vou've been sitting in this sanctuary now for sbout an hour, You've

heard & 1ot of words and sounds. You've heard coughing and breathing and
the sound of your stamach growling for lunch. You've heard the choir and
congregation sing. You've heard prayers, Scripture lessans and o serman,
And inside your head you've all heen hearing words; voices from the past,

voices of peaple living fer eway, voices of loved anes, voices of friends
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ond voices of enernies. And you've heard your own inner voice. Sometimes
sl these wards and thoughts thunder discordantly in our heads and we fail
to hear God speaking to us. But listen! Listen for God in all the scund snd
Tury and thunder. Listen! Whet's God trying to ggy to you this morning?
There's no thunder so loud that you can't hear something of the Word of
Woaue 2avs Yoo, - >
God if you Nesesr= On Good Friday the world was blanketed in deep
darkness. Jesus was lifted up on the cross. To his (riends and disciples it
seamed like thunder. Those who knew hirm were depressed, shocked,
hurmbed. They believed everything was 1ost. Those wha loved him rmost
woke up on Easter morning with pain that thundered in their hesds. But
those who could see through the dark and beyond the cruciiéian came ta the

tornb on Easter morning and heard the sngels speak of the resurrection,
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Zpeak through the earthquake, wind, and fire
0 =il small voice of calm,




Fastoral Prayer: This is Contral American Yeek in the PCUSA, Lot us pr-ay for Central Ametica,

Truly Lord, we know not what we do. We hear the din of conflicting veices on the right and l=ft and in
the riddle wha think they know what we should do. And it°s hard to hear you speaking through the
thunder of wild war ories,

We pray for the leaders of the nations of the world, but particular for the leaders of the US, Hondur s,
Micaraqua and Panarna. For our nation: bless the leaders of our land. May we be a people 3t peace
arnoreg ourselves and a blessing to ather nations of the earth. To the president and members of the
zabinet, grant wisdor and grace in the exsreize of their duties... To senators and representatives,
give courage, wisdorn and foresight to provide for the needs of al) sur people, and fo fulfill aur
nbligations in the somraunity of nations. To judqes and officers of our courts give understanding and
integrity that human rights rmay be safe guarded and justice served. Teach our people to rely on your
strength and to ace=pt their responsibilities as citizens of a free land,

We eommend to your gracious care and keeping 311 the men and wormen of oo armed forces at home and
abroad, and especially thuse in Panarma and Honduras, Defend thern day by day with your heavenly
grace; strengthen thern in theit trials and ternptations; give thern courage to face the perils which face
therni; and grant them a sense of your sbiding presence wherever they may be,

e pray, as well that you wilt strengthen those who suffer for the zake of conscience, especially those
who have protested our recent actions in Central Amerizz, When they are aomused, save therm from
speaking in hate; when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; when they are imprizoned, save
thern from despair, and to the re=t of us, give us grace to respect their witness and to discetn the
truth, that o society may be cleansed and strengthenad,
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Mow hear us as we pray for our particulsr church, Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and
restore the penitent and rmay we a1l find salvation and healing for the brokeness of s lives, Bringus
all to be of ane heart and rind within your Church, e pray especially...

Jur Father.




