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Stop Grumbling

"Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. God's people
have always had this terrible habit of grumbling. Go back to the 01d
Testament and there you'll find them grumbling against Moses. |n Exodus,
chapters 15 through 17 and then again in Nurnbers, at least five times we
read that God's people were grumbling about the leadership of Moses. They
grumbled whenever they got thirsty. They grumbled when they were
hungry. As they neared the promised land Moses sent men into Canaan to
spy it out. They came back with stories of giants that scared the
daylights out of everybody. Sao the people grumbled again about Moses
because they were afraid those giants were going to kill thern. Then a
rebellion arose. Korah and a bunch of other men hatched a plot to
overthrow Moses. They gathered a lot of popular support. But God,
miraculously, vindicated the leadership of Moses. Korah and all his cronies
were swallowed up by and earthquake. Then the children of |srael
grumbled about Moses being responsible for their death. Surely the Gospel
writer had these 01d Testament stories in mind. Just as God's people
grumbled about Moses in the O1d Testament they grumbled sgainst Jesus in
the New Testament.

God's people are still grumbling today. Our churches are filled with
grumblers. We grumble about it's being too cold in the winier and too hot
in trTe summer. We grumble about how bad things are going in the warld.
we grumble about the church and how it's not like it use to be. I've heard
there's been a few grumbles about not being able to read the summer
bulletins. We grumble about our brothers and sisters in Christ. We

grumble about our husbands and wives and children. We grurble about our



jobs, We grumble about people wha are always grumbling.

Do you knew what ministers do when we get together? We grumble,

We grumble about our congregations. Sometimes, to hear us talk, you'd
think that if it weren't for the peas/e in our congregations we would be o
another Jonathsn Edwerds or Billy Graharm. Naw, if ministers do this, |
know congregations dao it too.

Mow, let's Took st why these Jews were grumbling about Jesus. There

were two reascns, basically. First, they had & false and incornplete

information sbout Jesus. They thought they knew him but they really
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gidn't. They knew same things about him. But et lesst at one point they

were misinformed. They believed thet Joseph was his father, not knowing

the strange and miraculous events that surrounded our Lord's conception in
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the womb of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. So pert of

their grumbling srose out of insufficient end false information,

That's what's behingfo\%ur qrurnbling today. Sameone has said that to
knavr a persan intimstely is to forgive all. That is, if you were to know
everything there was to know sbout & son or deughter, ar friend or enermy,
you wouldn't grumble about them. You'd forgive. You'd understend. You'd
heve ermpathy, I you knew all the influences, 81t the temptations, &1l the
inborn wesknesses, all the hurts end hesrt-breaks of & person you wauld
understand what it is that makes them tick., You'd understsnd their
behaviar, You'd understand why they're the way they are.

Think of the person thal you grumble shout; your husband, one of your
children, your boss, your neighbar. [f you only knew what was going on in~
side thern, if you could only know all there was to knaw about them you'd

stop your grurmbling. And even if you couldn't excuse their behavior, you
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would begin to understend and feel some empothy. You could still prey for
that person, If those Jews had only known alt there was to knaw about
Jdesus they'd have stopped their grumbling right there and then,

Secondly, the Jews grumbled because they sirnply could not

@\what Jesus wag sgying. Just s congregations grumbie if they
can't understeand what the preacher is zaying, these Jews grumbled

because they couldn't meke any sense of what Jesus wes saying. what he
said was hard to understend,

Jesus had just claimed to be the Bread of Life. Of course he didn't
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mesn this literally, Jesus was o man, not & 1oaf of bread. But,
nevertheless, he was making o stupendous claim for a rman. At the very

least he was claiming that he could satisfy the deepest longmgo of the
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Jewish peaple,

BLItM_LDQLMEWS began to grumble about hirg. And can

we really blame them. Put gourselves in their place. They had known
Jesus for years. They knew his sddress. They knew his family. He'd grown
up arnong them. He'd done cerpentry work for same of them. He'd grown up
with some of their kids. They'd knowr him for years, or, et least they
thought they'd known him. They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘| carne davn
from hegven?™

Mow | can understand their perplexity. After all, what Kind of sign
would it teke to get you to believe in Jirn Jones who led all those people
down to Guyana to their deaths about ten years ago? How much evidence
would it tske to convert you to the Rev, Moon and his Unification Church?

Haow much sare evidence it would have hed to teke Lo convince crthodoy
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Jews that a particuler palestinian Jew who had ne miltitary pretensions
was the Bread of God corne down from heaven to feed the starving world,

If we find it easy to believe that Jezus is the Bread of Life, it's
because we are heirs of 2000 yesrs of Christian civilizetion. And despite
the secularism of the times, still there is a natural bent among most of us
toward Christianity. It's the religion of our parents and sncestors. it's
pert of our heritsge. But these Jews didn't have the benefit that we have.
So they grumbled sbout Jesus because of what he seid. They simply
couldn't understand ar believe his claim.

There are all soris of things in the Christian faith which are hard Lo
J$ 1n the Lhristian 181tn which are hard |
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the truth and s owlg teaching us. we finite men and wornen 51mp y cant
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understand the eternal unless the eternat condescends to draw us close
and tesch us.
Think of sorme of the crazy things the Christian faith teaches. "If you
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went to seve your life, you must lose it,” "That's crezy”, we grumble. That

doesn't make sense unless God works in our heasrts to reform our desires
and gosals in life,

Here's another crazy thing the Christisn church requires the faithful
r\L-B—;to believe. There is only one God. And Jesus is Gad. The Spirit is God and
the Father is God. All three persons are God. And yet there's only one God.
That's crazy. That's enough to make snyone grumbie stout the Christian
faith teaching nonsense unless the Father draws us to Christ and teaches
us.

But perhaps the greatest of all paradoxes in the Christian faith is the

N
Q- _~paradox of the cross of Christ, We're asked to believe that & palestinian
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Jew who tived 2000 years ago, who was executed 55 & criminat, was
sctually God in the flesh and his death oh the cross in sotne mysterious
way has saved the world fram witimeste disaster. It sounds like &
fairy-tale. And whenever roen and women have heard that strange and
wonderfully good hews Lthey've either been drawn by the Father to the Saon,
ar they've gone away grumbling sbout the irrationality of the Christian
faith.

But grﬂ@MMfectiw way of dealing with any problem.
Grumbling never led anyone to the truth, Grumbling never has restored sh

erring son or daughter. Grumbling hss never healed s rarriage. Grumbling

has never led anyane cioser to Christ. Fred Buechner, a Presbyterian

_rinister end writer, in his book, Wishiul Thinking, defines Anger. "Of the

seven deadly sins, snger is possibly the most fun. To Yick your wﬁuhds, to
smack your 1ips over grievances long past, to roll over your tangue the
prospect of bitter confrontstions still to came, to savor to the last
ivothsome morsel both the pain you are given and the pain you are giving
back-- in many ways it is & feast fit for a king. The chief drawback is
that what you are wolfing down is yourself. The skeleton st the feast is
you,” The same thing can be said about grumbling. [t's one of the more
destructive ways we express anger. Grumbling is destructive. It destroys
the family. it cah destroy a natian. 1t destroys the church. It destroys the
grumbler as well. It's & sin, & deadly one. The same God who commends us
not to kill or commit adultery or steal or lie or waorship idols, also
camimands us, "Stop grumbling amaong yourselves.”

Amen



