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Suddenly Jesus Met Them

A sermon by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Dxford Presbyterian Church, Dxford, PA on Easter Sunday , Apeil
15,1930, Seripture: Matthew 28:1-101,

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

when the doctor first tald me that | hed cancer ny initisl reaction was
fear. Terror would actually be mare sccurste. | had to wait severs] days
after the surgery to find out whet kind of csncer | had. Forunstely the
doctor assured me that it was & type that's éasﬂg cured and destroyed by
surgery and radiation. But in those few days before | got that good rews |
thought, 1 could be dead in & couple of months” nat thinking that that's
true of every one of us. | began planning for rny awn immediate funeral.

What happens after death? How can we escape that question on Easter

sunday? Of course | believe in the resurrection of Jesus. | helieve in the

-Fesurrection-of-therbodyand-the i feeverTssThg BUU Wher e doctor to1g

me | had cancer terrible thoughts forced their way into iy mind like a
“Did Jesws reall R‘t‘&?_ frea-
band of Iranian terrarists taking my thoughts and feelings hostage. "ls Tre D2l ?
o o Ay
Christ reslly Lard?" | found myself thinking.
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I felt QU“tQ-@%ﬁﬁ@%’-‘*—z}ﬁt&Iﬁl. I've been a minister for 21 years. 1've
preached the resurrection of Christ as a real event which gives us hope of
resurrection. I've stood by the death beds of parishioners and spoken to
them of Christ's promise of eternal life. And now | Fett=resel Weard Vo @3 (asido ax
asletany | )

sliohing; "Is it true?” “what if Islam is true and | end up in hell
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But eventually more comforting thoughts carme to mind. | thought of
Jesus in Gethsemane. The Bible says he trerbled in the garden as he
thought about his approaching desth. He, like me, was in deep anquish. His
sweal was 1ike great drops of blood, He préged for his cup of suffering to

be taken from him. Jdesus, tog, feared death and hell.
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And | remembered back ta my college years when | wes tﬁking classical
Greek. We translated Plato's, Crito, which describes the trial and death of
Socrates. Socrates, like Jesus, faced execulion but, unlike Jdesus, Socrates
wasn't afraid. | remember how surprised | was to discover how zerenely
this pagan philosopher approached death. He calmly drank the hemlock
poizon and talked to his friends as if he were at a cock-tail party utteriy
certain of immaortality and langing for release from his body.

How odd | thought. Jezug, the Son of God, our Savior and Lord, faced
death with anxious fears. Socrates, a pagan philozopher, faced death
caltnly and serenely. And | thought, *| sure can identity mare with Jesus
than | can with Socrates.”

The Christian faith takez death far more seriously than paganism

because.Jesus took-death-seriously—.dasus-rept-at-the-tomb-af-kazarus:

He never treated death a2 a friend. He treated de&thcg?[a hated enermy.
Death is God's great enemy. TheBiie-ealds Peath’the Prince of Terrars.
The Bible doesn't romanticize death. Death mocks the living God. Death is
a great stumbling block to faith in the Living God.

It's not Christienity bul paganism that teaches that death iz & natural
trangition from this life to the next, Dr. D.T. Niles, a great Christian
missionary who was g president of the Warld Council of Churches, once
summarized what the Chrizstian faith says sbout death:

First, death is the consequence of £in,

Secondly , death is God's provision for sinful (hurnan beings).

And thirdly , death is already defeated.

Because | believe thiz is so, the celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ fram the dead iz an event of supreme importance Tor me.

I've never seen God hut | believe that on the cross | have the very best

picture of what God iz like. | believe that, on the cross, God took upon
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himself the consequences of my sins and =ins of the whole waorld, |
elieve that death i God's provizion for sinful human beings. And | believe
that the Rizen Christ defested death on that first Easter rrarning.

"But da you knaw for certain? "youask. There are very few things
anyone knows with scientific or mathernatical certainty. You can know
with certainty that 2+2=4 but what comnfort is that when you're about to
enter the grave? You can know that the surm of the angles of 5 triangle is
always 180% Bul what comfort is that when the life of & loved one hangs
inthe belance? | can't think of one thing of which | am absolutely certain

which gives me any cormfort in life or desth,

You see, a1l the mast irmpartant things in life involve trust, not
sosolite certainty. Moohe knows wiien they take thelr marriage vows if

_the martisge-is.going-to-work—Some-who-fesl-most eertaimrhave-hrok BIUpT

within g year. We don't know for certain but we trust. After fifty years,
though, you begin to feel pretty certain it's » going to tast. Mo one khows
when they hold that infant in their arms how that child is qoing to turn
out, Yet we continue to bring children into a world that contains so many
uncertzinties because we have s degree of faith snd hope in the future.

The same is true of faith in the Risen Christ. 1t's kind af like testing
the jce in the winter. You put one foot on the ice Lo see if it'1] bear the
weight of your foot. 1f your foot doesn't go through, you put toth feet an
the ice to see if it will hold you. If it does you gingerly take small steps
out onto the ice. You're heart stops when you hear the ice creek and crack.
Eventually though, through experience, you may discover that the ice is
strong enough to hold you. You giide confidently over the ice when there's
5 Teet of water beneath you. Some people misplace their faith and fa]

through the ice, but the person who has a faith thal tests the ice will be
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Faith in Christ iz like that. Like the warmern in our Lospel leszon, you
respond in obedience to the good news of the angel that Christ is rizen.
fou trust a little of your life to Christ and discover that he's trustyorthy.
Sormetimes that initial faith in the Risen Christ is expressed siraply in
coming to church week after week even thaugh you have questions and
doubits.

You trust more and rore of your 1ife to Christ, Maybe you're baptized
and canfess your faith in Chrizt within the life of the Church, Maybe you
begin to tithe gour income simply as an act of faith that the Risen Christ
is trustwarthy. Maybe you decide to remember the sabbath to keep in holy,

trusting thet the God who crested you doesn't need you to be & workaholic.

r:uf'g:::ur vacation to go on a mission project. Each cautious step af faith
ou take gives you incressed confidence and your sssurance qrowws.

Butl you must keep stepping. You can't have & Hiving faith in the Risen
Christ unless You're moving forwerd. 1t's like riding a bicycle. You can't
ride & bicycle unless it's maving. You'l) fall to the 1eft or to the right
unless you're moving. Faith in Christ is like that. A living faith is
constantly teking rizks.

| dom't know where you are right now in your life, but | do knaw that
when the time comes that we stare death in the face, if we don't have
faith in the Risen Christ, there's nothing left. If gou're rich, what of it7
IT you have s wonderful farmily, even they can't help yau when it's your turn
to endure serious sickness and suffering. Only the Risen Christ can help -
Ha,

what, ther, must we do on this Easter maorning? Wwell, each one of us
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rust confess his or her sins. We must admit ta God, that no mmatter how
good we are, we haven't Joved God with all our heart, saul, strength and
mind nor our neighbor 82 ourselves, We can't trust Christ unless we're
utterly honest to God sbout this. Each of us rmust understand that there's
no waly one can pay for ane's own sin. Each of us roust be willing to adrit
that because of our sins we're worthy of the very wrath Jesus bare an the
Crose. Receiving God's salvation begins with confessian.

And then each of us must believe in this rizen Christ. He's the eternal
Son of God who has becarme one of us in every way, with the exception of
xin, and He's paid for ours sins. Each of us must believe this,

And then we must trust in this Jesus for our zalvation, We must trust
Him for our resurrection. No matier how afraid you &re, no matier how

ok you are, if yoy | believe inJesus, he'll take you through the walleyof
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the shadow of death to victory, You have to lean, lean, leah on Jesus

Christ, | 2 ren, T beltiog vy P 00 b DD Pacfnr s Dae ey Cﬂwi:f‘rj:f "

| believe that Christ i= &8, | believe that no one is in heaven because
they were sincere, or tried real hard to be goad, or because they were
innocent. | believe that a1l those who are in heaven are there solely
because God laves them and Christ died for them. When Jesus aroze, death
Wwos conquered; and eternal 1ife became a reality for s11 who believe in
him. Therefore | urge you to trust in Jesus Christ as the Risen Lord, |
invite you to trust in Christ, the risen Christ. BbzZebez

Letus pray: Almighty God, whao through your only-beqotten Sor Jesus Christ overcame death and
opened to us the gate of everlasing life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus CHrist our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Haly SPirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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