Table and Temple

A sermon preached by Ted Atkinsen, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church on September 20, 1932, Seripture Lessons:
Ezra 3:1-13.

iH THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Do you ever look at the size of our new church and get scared? ‘will we he able
to afford the utility bilis? Do you ever worry about the state of the economy and the
financial difficulties that many of us are in and wonder how we’ll ever have enough
roney to finish our church? Doyou-sverwonderipu—wHlingnass.to-sserifice time,
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Those who built the second temple also had a lot of fears. They were a

conquered people dependent upon the good will of the Persian empercr, Cyrus, to build.

They were surrounded by neighbors on the north, east, south and west who were
hastile to their religion. They had their own destroyed towns and homes to rebuild.
But, despite their fears, they began to rebuild sorhe fifty years after Solomon’s
Temple was destroyed.

As we anticipate returning to our new church, let’s cantinue to prepare
ourselves by reading the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. | hope what we read will
gncourage us. In today’s Scripture Lesson | want to draw your attention to four
principles that guided the 0ld Testament peopie of God as they prepared to return to
their new temple.

1. The first principle is the importance of corporate warship: “'when the

seventh month came, and the Israelites were in the towne, 42 paqnie gsthered



tagelner in Jerusaiam ” Thousends of Jews returned to the Holy Land and settled in
rmany towns and villages. But when the seventh month came they put aside their
private concerns and the work of rebuilding their own homes and towns and gathered
as one people in Jerusalem. fo clabo® The kebuildeny o Do (wucplo, dmcs

Have you ever noticed how people enjoy celebrating tagether. When we hafefto
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celebrate*wae travel for miles and miles. People travel from all aver the North East to
State College whenever there’s & home football game. This afternoan thousends of
Eagle fans will gather in Yeterans Stadium to see them-beat Denver-even though 111
see it 50 rnuch better on the televizion and won't get any beer spilled on me. Dessgou
wﬁ;ink of how Quakers travel for miles in order to it together in absolute silence.
Tﬁé something ahout shared silence that’s different from solitary silence. And
‘when Christian’s have something to celebrate, as we do every week in the resurrection
of desus, we come together as ane people.

“My faith is @ private thing,” people say. “I believe in Jesus, but | don't need
the church.” Not! People who are redeered and saved by Christ can’t celebrate
adequately what God has done for us in Christ &s solitary, isolated individuals. The
Christian faith is nol merely & private and personat faith. It's & public faith. it
expresses itself in public worship.

As we anticipate returning to our church, therefore, I'm proposing thet we make
an all out effort to invite a1l our members to join with us corporately to worship God.
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I’d like every member of cur congregation to receive & personal letterfrom another

tember announcing teswham when we're re-entering our church and inviting them to

gather with all God’s people who are members of this church to worship., Well-mekess



copcertad-attert 1n sontnet-sh-amzmanhershefore we return 1o cuessnetaary. We'll

write to out of town members teo invite them to journey from wherever they are to
join us as we celebrate cur coming home. They need to know they're still valued
rnembers. We'll contact all our shut-ins... some may be able to attend with help from
us... but we'll make an effart for them all to know they're a part of our congregation
even if they're physically unable to join with us.

This is a time for every member to renew our commitment the priority of
corporsate worship as an expression of our love for God and God’s people.

2. As we prepare to enter our church & secand principle is the principle of
sacrifice. "Then Jeshua son of Jozsdak, with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel ...
with his kin set out to build the altar of the Gad of lsrael, to offer burnt offerings on
it...” They sacrificed daﬁg, weekly and monthly.

The sacrifice of Christ on the cross brought to an end, once and for all, our need
to bring animal sacrifices to God. There’s no sacrifice we can make which can earn
fargiveness for aur sins. Whatever sacrifices we make for Christ and his Kingdom, we
do do so out of gratitude for what God hes dane for us through Christ.

The rebuilding of gur church has led many of us to make sacrifices. And we'll
a1l be called upon to make far grester sacrifices in yesrs ta come in order for us to
see the House of the Lord completed. Mothing waorthwhile is accomp}iéhed without
sacrifice. Because we've experienced the steadfast love of God for us, sacrifice is a
way thet we express our lave for God.

3. A third principle that guides us as we prepare to reenter our church is the

principle of obedience to Scripture. “Jeshua and Zeruhhabel set out 1o build. as
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prescribed in the law of Moses the rﬁan af God.” And when the foundation of the
Temple were laid and worship begarn they were careful to do everything "according to
the directions of King David of lerael.” These who rebuilt the temple were concerned
to obey the Word of God that had come through Moses in the Law of God and David in
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Scripture read and preached always takes precedence in F‘efarmed worship. Our
Directory of Worship says that “the reading, hearing, preaching, and confessing of the
Word are central to Christian worship”. Mothing should take precedence, in our
worship, over the reading and preaching of God’s Word.

We hear so many words. We hear the words of politicians. we hear the words of
news commentators and entertainers. We hear the waords of faraily, friends and
neighbors. We hesr the word of enemies. These words sometimes-frighten user -

intimidate us,F frustrate us,er anger us or puzzle us. Reformed Christians hear these

, but we seek to measure all

words and take them seriously

these words against Lhe standard of the Word of God in Scripturey v cel b wnlpnbed

Karl Barth exhorted ministers to preach with the Bible in one hand and the
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newspaper in the other. He didn’t want preaching to be disconnected from the world of
current events; neither did he want ministers to preach their own opinions and idess.
As our Directory of Worship says, “In Christian worship the people of God hear the
Word proclaimed, receive the Word enacted in Sacrament, discover the Word in the
world, and are sent to fellow the Word into the world.” As we prepare to reenter our
church let’s renew our cormmitment to read, hear, study, love and obey the Waord of God

in Scripture. Let our worship and every area of our lives be lived in accordance to



Scripture.

4. A fourth and final principle that | find in our Scripture lesson is that we
experience mixzed emotions in all the most sigrm'icant.events inour lives. When we
return to our church we may expect it to be a time of mixed ermotions. When the
foundations of the second temple were laid “many of the priests and Levites and heads
of farnilies, old people who had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with 8
loud voice when they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for jay, s that the
people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout frorm the sound of the
people’s weeping, for the peaple shouted so loudly that the sound was heard far away.”

Isn't this the way it is with all significant events. At wedding we often see
tears of sadness as well as tears of joy. Even at funerals when there is so often tears
of sedness_there are,.nevertheless, often tears of. joy as we remerber we-love the
humanity of owr laved ones.

Returning to our church will be & significant event in our lives. Few if any of us
will ever have the apportunity of going through a chw*ch_buﬂding process again. The
church that we're building is built to last. It isn't & plastic, throw-awsy church,
We're building @ church to meet not just our needs and the needs of the tawn today, but
we've tried to anticipate the needs of God’s people ten, fifty, hundred years fram now.
And because the event of going beck to the church will be such a significant, once in o
life time, event inour lives there will be mixed feelings among us.

some of you were never in the old church. Some of you were too young to
remember it. But many of you remermber it very well. You remember the pew where

you and your friends and family sal. You remember little details that only someaone



whi worshiped and worked in that church would be aware of. When we go back to our
church you'll remernber where you stoad before the cammunion table when you got
rnarried in the old church. You'll remember the stone baptismal font when your child
was baptized. You'll rernember receiving Holy Communion. You'll remember the room
where you r’nzmjﬂwders ﬂs & _;:hﬂd to be received to the sacrament of Holy
Cormraunion.”You'll remernber the old church, even as we enter the new, and you may
expect to shed tears of sorrow because it won't be the same and you'll wander, with
sadness, whether you'll live to see the sanctuary and Christian education rooms
comnpleted.

You young people, on the other hand, live this life largely in the future, just as |

did when | was your age. This is certainly not an unbending rule, but very frequently

the older member will be looking back and within as he or she er;ters--{he-ne{'y'vclrxurci'r, F
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whereas the younger member will be looking aheads And this is how it sholld be;

looking back to the old and and God's steadfast love in good times and in bad times and
looking forward to the future that God's steadfast love has prepsred for us.

As we return to our church in 8 few months, maybe in & mere 12 weeks, loak
back and review the many times you experienced God's steadfast love; but Teok
forward as well to the grest future God has for his peaple in this place. And when we
return may our rejoicing be so Toud that this town and those far away will know that
God is among us.

Let us pray: Almighly Ged, you have szt us the task of building a new chureh where generations yet unborn
will worship you; leok graciousiy upon our efforts. Inspire us by your Spirit, that we may not become despondent, but
may have faith to match all difficulties, believing that in your sirength we raay, not enly, soen enter it with joy, but

also comnplete it in due time. We ask this thrrough our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



