The Christians’ Opened Mind

A serraoh preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Freshyterian Churah, Oxford, P& an the third
Sunday after Easter, April 20, 1988, Seripture Lessons: Atz Z:12-13; Psalm 4, 1 John 3:1-7; Luke
24:35-48,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
Jesus opens our minds to understand the Scriptures. The minds of the
digciples were closed. They didin't understand what kind of king Jesus was.

They didn't understand that his throne would be the cross. They didn't
understand the necessity of his death. They didn't understand that
repentiance and forgiveness of sing should be preached in Christ's natme Lo
all nations. They had the Bible. In fact, Jesus spoke about the necessity of
hig death on many occasions but they didn't understand until the Rigen
Christjopened their minds. 7ae smering 1hing 14580 16515 f&6SS658
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Sornetimes real Christians dor't understend the Christisn faith very
well. They don't understand the 01d Testarment with a1l those secrifices
and baltles and God telting the Jews to destroy whole nations including
wornen and children. They don't understand how it was necessary for Jesus
to diefin order for us to enjoy peace with God. 4nd they don't understand
that "nepentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in Christ's
name to all nations”. That is, they don't sense sny urgency sbout
gvangelism or the missions, And yet they're Christians.

Thank God that we aren't damned by the doctrines that we don't

understand. Thank God that we aren't saved by the doctrine of the

atonernent or the doctrine of salvation as important as those doctrines

are. Thank God that we &~¢ saved by Christ, crucified and risen from the

dead.
Despite hovy Hittle some of us understand, so often | digcover, when |

talk with you, that you've experienced something of the joy of the presence
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Rizen Chrizst just 1ike the disciples in our Gospel lessan, You
e i the resurrection. You enjoy Christ's presence in worship, You

real faith in Christ however groping and feeble and uninformed it

are the people | want to talk to this morning. The rest of you can

i, but 1 want to talk mast of all ta peaple wha have s hard time

understanding the Bible, who just don't understand why it was hecessary

for Jde

forgiv

cus to die, who just can't understand that repentance and

eness of sing should be preached. Sometires you may come to

church for years without understanding. And because you don't understand

rnaybe

you slawly drift to the periphery of church affairs. After all, why

read the Bible or go to church if you just don't understand? Sornetimes you

drift away altogether. You may go on Hike this for yesrs, But then

sorret
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Ty apEErs i gaur 1174, feybe something ‘.*mndE:FfuL'maghe
1ing tragic, and your rmind iz opened to understand the Scripture.

iink of something that the Scottish Biblicat scholar, William

Barclay, wrote in his autobiography. He said that he had often hesrd the

story

frieant

of how Jesus stilled a storm on the Lake of Galilee in AD 26, but it

very Httle to him. "So what!”, he thought. “what deoes that have to

da with me?" He couldn't understand. And he had & samewhat skeptical

turn o
old da

yachti

I mind and just coulde't believe it. But one day his twenty-one year

ughter and the boy she was planning to marry were both drowned in s

ng accident. In thinking back on that tragic day, Barclay said, "God

did not stop that accident at sea, but he did still the storm i my own

heart,
Qf oun

toound

su thal somehow rmy wife and | came through that terrible time still
awh two feet.” Christ used that tragic experience to open his mind

erstand the truth of that passage of Scripture. He began to

understand how that inany storm of Hife there is, in the presence of Jesus,




canfidence and caltr; that Jesus does still the storms in the hearts of men

and watren 50 that, no matier what tempest of trouble ar pain or sorrow

rray b

avy on out lives, with him there's calm.

Chiizt opens our minds to understand the Scripture. This is a grest

encouragement to e in my ministry. | really do cere sbout people growing

as Chr

to bell

istians and coming to @ better undertanding of what Christ wants us

eve and do here in Oxford and around the world. 1 really pray that all

af uz would discover the part we can play in building Christ's kingdorm

through withess and service, Sometimes | get frustrated trying to figure

out hao

aw to open the minds of people to understand what God wants us to

believe and do. And so often | find that | don't understand some things in

the Bi

e o dan't know what | should believe concerning same

controversisl issues that disturb Christisns. But every once ina while |

see~Ehr

izt-opening-theemindsof-hispeopte-to- pniderstand-what-the

Scriptiures teach us to do and believe.

[ think of & very quiet, shy, junior-high school girl in Ports motth, Ohio

where

| served as an essistant minister. She didn't have much to say in

Sunday school. | figured she was there because her parente rade her come.

|
| wondered if she qot anything out of the clags or my sermons. One

rmorni

ng | presched from Paul's letter to the Galatians, the third chapter,

Paul wrote,

.. before the time for faith came, the Law kept us a1l locked up as prisoners until this

cofrlna faith zhould be revesled, ﬁmd a0 the Law was in charge of us until Christ came, in
order that we might then be put right with God through faith. Now that the time for faithis
here, the Law is no longer in chargs of us. 11 is through faith that a1l of you sre God's
chitdren in union with Christ Jesus.”

She d

idn't understand that sermoh when she heard it as a young junior high

student.

Gt

inad

b Several years ago she sent me a letier. She was a graduate student

etoral program at the University of Michigan. She told me how she
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had gradusted from high-school and gane to college. Mear the end of her
serioryear in college she discovered zomething about herself that she
didn't like... something she had great difficulty accepting.. zarmething that
filled her with fear end self-1oathing {She never told me what that was
and | fever thought it was any of my business to ask and, besides, it
doesnit make any difference). At any rate, al that time something of
Satneone led her to turn Lo her dusty Bible and she began Lo read Paul's
letter to the Galatiane and when she got to the third chapter she began to
rernerpber the serman | had preached years before. She quoted zentences,

word far word from that sermon (Thet's amazing since | couldn't

remember therm until | Tooked them up on my sermon manuscript). Christ
opened her mind to understand the Scriptures. And through that passage of

soripture she was able Lo began the process of accepting herself knowing
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Christ. It was & moving experience just to read her letier and I've saved it
and wiill always keep it.

And g0 it may be with some of gou. Sometirmes you dan't really get
ruch aut of Sunday school or worship or the sermans. You have & 1at of

questions about what you believe and what you should be daing. Maybe

you're like the disciples whao spent three yests with Jesus withaut

understanding that it was necessary far him to die or that repentance and

forgiveness should be preached in his natne. Maybe you're here only

bec L & Your parents made you corme. OF rmaybe samething ar Someans
bmuglht you this morning and keeps bringing you back. You das 't have to
carmelto church, You could stay home. You could sleep in. But you've been
drawh here. There's so much you don't understand. But God iz st work in
you, planting the seed and watering it. And down the road someday, maybe

in s worship service, or when you fall in love, or when you loge in love, ar
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jou hold your new-born child, or while you're fishing, or late at night

when ljou can't seem to get to sleep.. the Rizen Christ will open you're

trritid 1

o understand Scriptures you've heard sa many times before and then,

like those disciples in cur Gospel lessan, you will become witnesses of

Christ
preser
Lett

Soripiur
repentar

'z resurrection and others will come to knaow, through you, the
ce of the Rizen Christ. Amen.
b5 pray : O God, whose blessed Son open the minds of his dizuiples to understand the

a5 Dpen our minds to understand, in our own experiense, that Jesus died for us and that
ve ard forgiveness of sins should be preached in his narme to all nations, beginning in Mxford,

through Jesuz Christ owr Lord, who Yives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ayer, &mer,
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