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brothers... and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father” It's little

waonder that Joseph’s brothers “hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.” |

w&sﬁrﬁxse brothers. | hate tattiing beswy @Tw P A

Joseph also went around bragging about his dreams. Strange dreams have always
been the source of conversation. We were at the dinner table one day last week and |
was trying to get some sermon ideas from my family. | told them Joseph had a
strange dream that he was a sheaf of wheat. "Have you ever had strange dreams?” |
asked. One of my boys said, "I really had a strange dream last night. | dreamed | was

wWrw  ThaBt m&w ‘@£,
a muffler on a car.” | said, "Yewreldddingse” He said, "M, | woke up really
exhausted.” Everybody at the table groaned.

The dreams Joseph told really made his brothers groan. He dreamed that he was a
sheaf of wheat in a field and all the other sheaves of wheat were bowing down to
fim. Then he dreamed that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to
him. If you have those kinds of dreams it wise not to share them with older brothers
and sisters. The father and the brothers saw plainly the significance of these
dreams. “Shalt thou indeed reign over us?” cried his older brothers, and they hated
him.

3. So the favoritism Joseph received along with his tattling and dreams led to

Wc««wﬂ_ 40 paeld i o Lambia,
greater and greater sibling rivalry and hatred” One day, when his brothers saw
Jdoseph coming to them in the fields, they said to one ancther, “Here comes this
dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall

say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his

dreams.”



Stop and think about that. Isn’t it true that the source of a lot of the viclence and
killing and bloodshed in the United States can be traced to characteristics that were
present in the family of Joseph: fauaritisrr;%;o{ﬁ:g’t;sis of race or sex or social
i s v _ . 4o 0esly
status or cronyism; and rivalry, gang rivalry, class rivairy, whéeh escalates to
murderous proportions?

Have you ever been so angry with someone that you wished they were dead? | was
listening to a radio talk show last week. Listeners were encouraged to call in
response to the question, "Have you ever considered murdering someone?” Nearly all
those whao called in said that the thought of murder had crossed their minds, if only
briefiy, at Teast once in their life. Sometimes it was a teacher, a fellow worker, a
parent, a child and very often a little brother or sister. Fortunately, none of the
callers had ever acted on their murderous impuises. But it did show how rampant
feelings are that can lead to violence and murder. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is
worth nothing if it doesn’t overcome favoritism and lead rivals to seek
reconciliation.

The story of Joseph which will be completed next week contains good news is
that God can overcome the evils brought about by favaritism, envy, jealousy and
hatred. God used the anger and hatred of Joseph’s brothers to bring about their
eventual salvation. Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt. There he rose to a
pasitien of great authority, second only to the Pharach. In & time of famine, Joseph’s
family came to Egypt for food. Joseph recognized them, forgave them and saved

them.

This story illustrates how important it is for families in conflict to seek
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