The First and & test Dommandment
& zeremen preached by Ted dildnson, Minisie
Zunday fn Ordinary Time. Soriplare Leszons: Rulh 1:1-12; Pealp 145 Hebiraws 911 P14 Mark 12:28-24.

gy, Thoford ?resbg terian Chursh, Ouford, Pa on Qofober 30, 1994 fhe Z1gt

B2 THE MAME {F THE FATHER AHD OF THE SO0 2ND OF THE HBLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

The Jewish lawysr Hisiened intent]

4 io g discussion betwesen Jesus and some
religious leaders. Jesus impressed him with the way he fislded their tricky questions.
There wag g deplh 1o his teaching and & shrewdness to the way ha gvoided traps set for
him., The Iawyer inlerrupisd io ask Jesus his own question. “which commandment is

first of al19" And Jesus answersd, “The first is, Hear, O israsl: the Lord owr Bodis the
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in recent years the church has tendsd fo lose sight of that first commandment and

nas put sl 1is emphasis on tha sacond - "Love gour neighbor as youreelf.” Some branches

involved in politicel scliion and community service

Love for neighbor 7 important, Hexi io tove Tor God iU7s the srasd imporiant thing
in our Christian faith. Bul it's not 222 most important thing. In fact, | think that a Tonk
gl mistory will show that unless owr love Tor neighbor grows out of our Tove for God it
wan't be Tong before our love for neighbeor will go the way of all flesh and we'll be left
with nothing but love Vor self

we need o put first things first. The first and greatest commandment 15 a whale-

frearted love for God. Let's take & took at the words that Jesus usad 1o deseribe bow

HhEh Jesus (8iis us thal we're 10 Tove God with a1l sur



heart, or wholeheartediy, 11 Aecivges Toving Sod with our mind, our emotions, and will.
First, Bod wants us o love Him with our minds. The 181k century Tounder of
Meihodism, John Wesley, once receivad = Tetier from a pioys person who declared, “The
Lard has directed ma Lo wiite you that, while uou know Grosk and Hebrew, he can da
without your learning.” Wesley raplied, “Your letier received, and | may say in reply that
uour telier was superiluous, as | already Awowe that the Lord could do without rmy
learning. [ wish to say thai, while the Lord gpes #o¢ direct me to tell you, yet | fasi

impelied Lo 1211 you on my own responsibility, that the Lord does not need your fgnorance

Vigbiz 1o lose your faith. Bul the church has always capiured some of the brighiest
minds Tor Christ, Think of £.5 Lewis! what an intellact he had, He joved God with all kis
mind. He gsed his mind 1o expiain the Christian faith to millinns of men snd women

i

thirough his books and teciurss.

Ei:;

We don't have to be scholars ke Lewis to lova God with our minds. The first duty

a1l of us i
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io love God with our minds. Use your mdnd To discuss the sermon with
somenngt %"'m aciualiy complimanted when somebsody comes up to me and says, 1 didn't
agres with your sermon and herg’s why” That indicates to me that your thinking. Buy 2
simple commentary and read 1t along with the Biblel Raad T8 Lewis's, Mere
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sunday School classssl ask guaslions abou
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Christian faitht Young psople, think about the lyrics

b the music you love 1o Histen Lol Relals those words o yowr Chiristian faith! Those of

i)

you of voling age - uss your mind when gou volel Yelz inteltigentlyl Examine and dizcuss
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the M ‘aiing records of the various candidatas!
Uur God is g God of truth, Jesus 2aid, ™1 am the way and the truth and the Hile™

-

Faul wrote in | Corinthians 13 that “Love does not delight in ewil but rejoices with the
truth” we don't need to fear the truth ina world that revels in relativism we beliova

that there really is true truth. We believe that we can know the truth. We beliews that
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i beliefs sbout God are Talse and some are true and that it's our Christian duty to
seek Lo know the difference between iruth and Talsehoad. A whole-hearted fove for God
inyolvas o minds.

secondly, God wants us (o love Him with our gmefsess In Biblical thinking the
Fagd,onot the heart, 15 the sedi of the emolions. A whole-hearted tove Tor God includes
our fa2slings. imagineg a young man on his kneas before o beautiful goung woman, “wWill
You marry me? he begs. She responds, "why?” He calmly repliss, A computer matched
us perfectly” God is not an intellectusl idea. God is a Hving God. God is the loving Bod.
sgen love for somecng makes us Taugh and cry. Love rajses our

biood pressure and throws our deapest fzelings into turmodl, Trus love iz emeotional

True tove issuas in poetry and song

er tovely. Leonard GritTiith of
Si. Paul’s &nglican Church in Torento tells the story of g Boman Catholic priest whe told
hig congregation that he was going to preach about the love of God. Stepping down Trom

the pulpit, he took a Highied candle from the eltar and walked over to th

ol

graat crusifi.
withoui saging s word he held the candie s that all could see the nail-pierced faet of

the dying Savior. Then he lified i 1o the wounded side without saying & word. Momants



later he held the candle to the pinfoned hands. Finally he Tet the flame fall an the

D)

ahized face and head crowned with thorne, The congragation wepl. Their emotions had

heen stirred as God intends Wi

£33

tove 1o stir aur emotions.

Leve 20 amazing, o divine,
Kfq;fa;at,:. iy ssul, ray e, my sl

& whole heariad Tove for God moves our Teelings.

Thirdly, God desires for us to love him with our sérsogds That means we Tove God

weith the strength of our wills and put our tove 1o work, Here's where s whole-hearisd

love for God beging to averlap with Tove for neighbor. Jssus said t

o

wl when we show lova

ipone of the 1sast of his brothers or sisters we show Jove 1o him. When we racsive 5
child in his name we actuslly receive nim. When we love others in concrete ways we'rs

toving God with our slrengih

LA

Loving God with a1l our sirength works outl in different ways with different

people. Vou may visit shut-ins, run errands, voluniesr at Weare Prasbyterian villsge, b

@ refuges, or work for peace. You sy spend your vacation using yowr vooations! skill at
some mission station around the wirld, A friend of mine is a nurse. She has gone o

Honduras for wo weeks, during her vacation, using her nursing skills to minister 1o the
sick and poor. She's loving God with her strength. & whole-hearted Tove for God includes
our sirength and witl,

Jesus said that the Tirm

uts

and graatest commandmant is Lo tove God
wholeheariediy, That includes loving God with our mind, our festings, our will, But =a
aftan we iowe God wilh only & part of curselves. That's like Tlying in & thiee engine jat

with oniy ong engine working.

e Fitt-walson, & Scolzman who iaught 2 class at Princeton Seminary, once told

.



Atlantic the volce of the pilol came aver the toud spesker. “Ladies and gentleman, |
regrel Lo have Lo nform you that one of our thres engines is no longer funciioning. |
wanl Lo azsure you that this poses no threal io owr safety. The DO-10 s designed o iy
safely with only two engines. | do regret, however, that wa'll be in the air longer than
planned and will be arriving at Kennedy sirport in Mew York one hour late”

About 20 minutas later the voice of the pilol again came over tha Toud spesaker.
“Thera's no cause for alarm, however, [ want you to know thal a sscond engine is no
tonger functioning. | want Lo assurs you thal this plane iz perfecily capable of Tigim
with only one engine. Since we must Tly at a stower rate of speed, howsyer, we will be
in the air an additional 4 hours,

The Scotzman turned to his wife and said with some irritation in his vaice, 1 do

hope thal third engine dossn™s gooul onus. We'll b
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The point of this is that some of us are trying to tove God wi

—
by

anly one engine,
Sormeilmes we Fresbylarians try to keep our tove Tor God airborne on the engine of the

inteliect atong. Um proud of our Presbuterian tradition which emphasizes the intelle

e
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’

But i1 my tove for God isn't Telt deeply and acied out in the way { live, P11 have only &
cold, dry, fossilized orthodoxy that will be 1iitle comfort te me in 1if2 or death.
Or sometimes we try 1o keep our love Tor God flying on the one engine of Tesling.

Our whole religion is one of Teeling. e go to church when we feel like it We pray, but

only when we feel Tike it We give whan we fesl like 1. We base our beliefs an how thay

vy

make us feel rather than if they're true. God wants us io love him with the full range o

54



our emeiions: love, fear, angsr, sorraw, joy - all our Teelingz ere to be used in the

soervica of God wiw comes Lo us in Chiist. Bt Teelings aren’t enough. Dur feelings are 2o

fickie, ¥ we iry to love God with our Teslings atone we'll crash-iand when our fesaling

£
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fait us. & chureh simply won't Tig long on the one engine of feeling.

Ur someilimes we try 1o keep our Iove alrbore on the engine of the will alone. we

E

b

run surselves regged n Teverish religlous activities or community involvement. We work

hard at overcoming sin and iempiation in aur Hves. We work hard to siamp out evil and
injustice in the world. And thai's all good. But if that’s the only engine that's kesping
our love for God soaring, we're Ted back io the works of the law, io legalism, and self-

rignieoysness.

bod wanis our jove Yor him Lo soar on three engines; as individuals and as a church.
& wrnole-hearied love of God involves our mind, our emotions, and aur will, The Psaimist

said 1t a8l when he wroie,

Eless the Lord, O my soul
dnd 21t that i within me, bless hiz holy name

Fut Tirst things first in owr Heest Begin todayl we sl have important decisions to

e

make - aboul our Tamiliss, owr community, our church, Perhaps you haven't filted out ang
returned your pledge card ust - How will your pledge express your wholeheartedly Jove
for Ged who comes Lo us in the crucified and risen Christ? what a difference it would

raake inour familiss, communiiy and in this church i all God’s people would tove God

3

vith all our heart, soul, mind and strengih

Letus pray: Take Thou eur rinds, dear Lord, we humbiy prau ; give us the mind of Christ each passing day ;. Tesch oz o
know the bruth that zels vz free) Grant vz in 313 our thoughts to honor Thee. Take thou cur heariz, O Christ, they are Thine
owre; Corne Thou withdn cur seuls and claim Thy throne; Help us to shed abvroad Thy deathless love; Use us to maise the earth
ke heaven above. Tahe Thou our wills, Mest High! Hold Thou full sway ; Have in our nmozt souls Thy perfect ’fst; Guard
Thou zach sacred hour Trany seffish ease; Guide Thou our ardersd Hves s Thou dost please. Take Thou ourselves 0 Lord,
feat, ond and Wi through our sureendered souls Thy plans fulfill e yisld oursebres to Thee - time, falents ) 3l We
fer, and e forth heed | Thy sovereign calll dmen.



