The Humanity of God

& sermen preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, P4 on the second
Sunday after Christrnas, January Z, 1982, Soripture Lessons: Jeremish 31:7-14; Fsalm 147:12-20;
Ephesians 1:3-&; 15-12; Jobn 1:1-15,

N THE NAME OF THE FATHER AMD OF THE SOR AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

| once averheard my boys having & deep theologicsl discussion. They
were 1alking sbout Jesus and who he is. The conversation went something
like this.

“Jezus is the Son of God.”

"Mal Jesus. 75 God”

"How can Jesus be God if he's the Son of God? God is his father”

The discussion continued for & couple of minuies and becarme heated at
times. Brothers were calling one snother stupid. Then | heard ane of the

boys say, "Ask daddy. He knows everything there is to know shout Jesug.”

| thought, "Wsit & second, I'm your papa not the pope.”

r'-io sooner hiad this been said then s budding Martin Luther protested,
“Daddy doesn't know everything there is to know sbout Jesus.”

| was beginning to think, " don't have & family, | have & theclogics]
serninary.”

That thealogical conversation was 1ike averhearing Christians near the
end of the first century arguing about who Jesus is. Just who was this
persan born on the first Christmas? ‘as he really GodY Was he reslly
human? Was he half hurman and half divine?

Christiane answered those questions in many different ways. They
tried to find words to express who Jesus is. They called Jesus the Son of
God, the Son of David, the Christ. They called him the Lamb of God snd the
Good Shepherd. They called him Lord end Saviar. One of the many titles
Christians came to atiribute to Jesus was the title, Word of God, Jesus

they said, is the Word of God. Now that agsertion probably sounds strange
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tous, When we think of the Word of God we usually think of the Bikde, 1t
would make more sense if John had seid that desus sgeads the Word of
God, But that's not what he says. He says Jesus /s the Word of God.

John eame to understand Jesus as the Word of God. ‘What does that
mean? To the Greek world it meant that Jesus is that which gives
rmeaning and purpose to the warld. Long before the Word became fiesh in
Jezus of Nazareth, Greeks believed that the Word, or Z4e Oivine Lagas,
wag al work creating the world, bringing order out of chacs, bringing tight
out of darkness, holding the universe together, giving everything meaning
and purpose. They believed that the Divine Logos o Word was that which
gave rren and wamen the ability to think and reason and ask questions.
Because Jesus is the Word of God many Christisns bielieved that people

who follow the Hight of re ucnn and fmd meamnq and purpose are alresady in

L ——

s — e ———— .. et

cantact W]fh atd rerewmq the Finv who hecatme ﬂe'-*h in desus of Nazareth.

But what John said about Jesus also sppesled to Jews. To the dew, the
word of God is that by which God makes himmself known. The heathen
nations had the { ages at work in them through the Haht of resson and
conscience but the Jews believed they had the Waord of Gad in the form of &
special revelation. For thousands of years Jews had recognized the Word ;
of God in the waords of prophets end prophetesses like Moses, Debarah,
lgaiah, and Hulda, The Jews had never seen God, but they heard his Word. |
But now, John asserts, the Ward of God has become flesh in the person of
Jesus.

The Word of God becarne flesh, John says. Think of thset. when | read
that | think of an experience | had as & child. When | wes a boy growing up

near Frices Carner there was a radio personality by the name of Mr

Goadwill. | hesard hizs voice ever day on the radio and sormetimes |
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wondered what he looked Yike. One Christmas Mr. Goodwill appeared ir
persan ina Wilmington theater, My maother and | went down-town to see
hirn. What a disapointrment Mr. Goadwill was. He looked nothing at &)1 like
he sounded.

Many Jews were equally disappointed when Christians pointed to Jesus
s the Word of God made flesh. 1t was very difficult for mast Jews to see
the Word of God thet thundered forth from Mt Sinai in Jesus of Mazareth, a
crucified Jew,. He simply didn't look like what the Word of God sounded
like. And somost dews rejected hir. "He came unta hiz own but his own
received him not. But to as many as did receive him, to them gave he
pover to become the children of God."

Christisns still claim thet Jesus gives us the power to become the

children of God when we receive him. But how do we receive Jesus today?
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I'have & goad friend who's & minister. He was telling me atout & warnan

he'd been counseling. He met her in g dentist's office where she wes &
dental hygienist. While she warked on his teeth she poured out her life
story to him. She was going through & divorce. She wasn't very religious
but she found she could talk with my friend. Becouse he had such a
sumpathetic ear she began attending his church. My friend and hig wife
invited her to dinner from tirme to time and they'd talk about what she was
gaing through. She wanted to know what God and Jesus had ta do with all
this. She began reading a modern translation of the Bible and asking
questions. All ‘the time zhe was being drawn further snd further into the
Hfe and worship of the church. Slewly she was coming to see Jesus as the
ohe who could make sense of her life; One who cowld create for her & new
life and bring 1ight into her darkness. In sl of this she was receiving

Chrizst.
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Receiving Christ isn't some formal thing you go through. 1t usually
doesn't involve a dramstic conversion experience nar does it mean being
able to affirm as true every word in the Bible and every doctrine in the
Christian faith. John says that in Jesus was 1ife; and the 1ife was the
light of men and women. when the pagan in darkest Africe ar Asis begins
to follow the light that they already have theg‘fe drawing near to the
Christ who is present throughout Creation as the invisible Word of God.

But wheat about us? Jesus said that whenever we receive s little child
in his narme we receive hirm. He said that whenever we receive those whorm
he has sent, we receive him. He zaid that we receive himm in the person of

the least of his brathers and sisters. lnother words, we can't really
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receive Jesus without receive flesh and blood people into our lives, W

beqin to receive Jesus when we let the Word of God in Scripture irto our
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lives, We hear it, read 1t tlnnP abnuf 1t arque with it, ﬁok questions. We
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worship with God's children, perhaps at first on the periphery. Bul we're
drawn further in. Christ begins to mean mare and more to us. ‘We begin to
realise that as we let his people and his word into our life he gives us
paveer to be the kind of person God wantls us to be.

wWe alen receive Christ, sacramentally, in Holy Comraunion. Holy
Cammunicn is 8 sacrament in which Jesus comes to us and asks us to let
hirm into cur lives again ta strengthen ue and reform us. This is something
we need to do over snd aver. As we come to the Lord's Table today, may it
be for a1l of us & time of receiving Christ anew because we want power to
be children of Gad.

Let us pray. O God, Grant that we, whe joufilly receive your only Sor Jesus Christ as our

Redearner, may with sure confidence hehold him when he comes to be our Judge; wha lves and reigns
with you 4nd the Holy Sprit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



