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The incredible Edible
A serman preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterisn Church, Oxford, FFA on the third

Sunday after Epiphany, January 24, 1928, Soripture Leszons: Jonah 3:1-5; F‘salrn £2:3-12; |
Corinthians 7:23-31 ; Mk 1:14-20.

God wants to bless all nations thirough his people, the church, He
wants ta bless, not curse the world. God pities nations thet don't know
hir. That's what the book of Jonsh showe us. God told Jonah 1o go and
preach to Hineveh, the capital of the evil Assyrian empire. Now, the people
of Mineveh were pagens. They were cruel. They were the Nazi's or the
carmunists of the shcient world. Minevite soldiers had sacked tsragli
cities and raped their wormen. But God pitied Nineveh because they didn't
know hirn. They didn't know his laws. They didn't know his Tove. God
wanted Jonah to go and preach against Mineveh so that they'd repent and be

saved.

when Jonah heard God calling himm he headed Tor Tarshish. Mineveh.was —
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ta the ess?of 1srael but Tarshizh was on the extreme Jesfarmshores of
the Mediterranean Ses. In other words, Jonah went in the very opposite
direction God told hirm to go. why did he disobey? Well, Jawsh weiles
Ninaveh deslrayed Ke gidn't went Nineyvak la repant hecsise he
AEled Lham 56 Fesrad thsl e whigue s15ius ai fsrsel Would hé
{frestenas Mo other nation knew God like Israel. No other nalion knew
the law of God. Jonah knew that if other nations carme to know God,
lsreel's unique status would be challenged and the influence of his nation
would decline.

50 often Christisns share Jonah's attitude toward missions. We don't
care about people across the world who don't share our values and who are
our enermies. We don't care what happens to them. So often we want our
enemies destroyed rather than saved. As Christians do we pray for peace

ir Micaragua? Do we pray for the conversion of Gortischey or the
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Ayatollah? Are we concerned about poor Christians in Africa or even poor
communists in China?

and, like Jonah, we've discovered that when other nations turn to God
our owh unigue status as a Christisn nation is challenged. Four hundred
years ago Chr1°t1an1tu was basically the rphgwn of white Europeans.
Europe was umque The .ﬂ\rﬁtlermﬁs'were mham’red hu heathen Indians. To
the East of Europe were the Moslern turks. To the south lay pagan Africa.
To the far East was Asia with its many strange gods.  But men and wormen
began to hear God tell them ta go and preach to these heathen nations. I'm
proud of the part Presbyterians played in the great missionary movement
of the 19th and 20th century. Scottish and &merican Presbyterians went
into all the world telling people that God loves them and that Christ died
for them. David Livingstone explored darkest Africa, preached the Gospel
and stood up against slavery. Africa and Asia heard the Gospel and many
responded. Today there are mare Presbyterians in Korea than in the US.
The church is growing faster in Africa than in the US. The last twa
hundred years has seen Christianity grow from a European religion to a
world-wide faith.

But look what's happened! The influence of the American church has
wained. Nolonger can the America church tell the younger churches what
to do and how to do it. & hundred years ago, like Jonsh, we went and
preached against heathen cities. We told them that palygamy was wrong
and that Christians ought to wear clothes. We told them to destroy their
idols and stop waorshipping ancestors. Mow these churches are preaching
against us. Theyre telling us to repent. Theyre telling us what we're
duing wrong as a nation and as a church. The shoe’s on the other foot and

we don't 1ike it. These younger churches have a mind of their own. They

3



:

- it —_— m————

believe in the suthority of scriptures but they don't always interpret it the
way we do. They see things in the Bible that we cen't zee and perhaps
don't want to see. So, it's a dangerous thing to send out missionaries te
convert the heathen. They might repent and get saved and start preaching
against us.

Bul if it's dangerous to send out missioheries, it's more dangerous to
disobey God and ignore the rest of the world. Jonsh ended up in the belly
of @ whale. Mow you might find that herd to believe but time and time
again we see that churches that turn inward snd become concerned anly
stout themselves gel swallowed up. 1've heard that the Oxfard church use
to contribute one third of our entire budget to the mission of the church
beyond Oxford. At the present time we give probably no more than 10%.

bod has called us to be & mizsianary peopte. He calls us to minister toour
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own peaple, g“c;l:ir';g and old. He calls us to go to the unchurched peaple right
around us. But he also calls us to see beyond the barders of Oxfard, to
people in Africa, Asis, and Central America. The failure to obey is not due
to lack of money, but Tack of will.

| once heard & missicnary speaker ask, "what would you do if you saw
ten people carrying a heavy log? Mine are holding up the front with
relative ease while one struggies by herself to 1i7t the bhack off the
ground.” Obwiocusly we'd go help the one person stuggling with the burden
of the weight and we'd also encourage everybody to distribute themselves
evenly around the Tog so that each would carry the same weight. That's s
parable for us. Oxford has many churches and socisl agencies to care for
the lost, the lonely, the distressed and the friendless. Bul in some parts
of the world there are #echurches, no doctors, no agriculturalists, no

Sunday school teschers and no Sunday schools, Maybe God is calling some



of you to go help. Maybe God is telling us &8 & church to give help. The
hook of Jonah tells us that God loves these people and wants us Lo see

beyand cur oven local needs and cancerns. Charity beging at home but it
mustn't end there.

Finally, the book of Jansh shows us that the heathen nations aren’t the
anly peaple who need to repent. 'We need to repent! Jonah needed to repent
every bit as much es Nineveh. The United States needs to repent every bit
as much a5 South Africe. In our Gospel lesson we see Jesus coming to his
awn pecple and calling them to repent. "The right time has come ahd the
Kingdam of God is neart Turn awsy from your sing and believe the Good
Mews!" The time iz alweys right for God's peaple to repent and 248
Kingeam af God J& GIWEYS 65 REGS 88 GUF WITIIAGREss o ey

sWay fram aur gisahedience ang helieve Lie Goag News.—
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-DH thé sea‘l of the Prestyterian church is a bush that burns but ismt
consumed. When our church afreys God we'll burn with the power of the
Spirit but we won't be consumed. But too often the maore appropriate
syrbol of the church is Jonah in the belly of the whale, the fire is
extinguished and the church is consumed because we've disobeyed. Which
will it be for us? The burning bush that izn't cansurned ar Jonsh, consumed
by the whale?

Let us pray: 0 Ged, you have made of one blood all the pecples of the earth, and sent your blessed
Son to rpeach peace to those who are far off and to these who are near: Grart that people everywhete
may seek; after you and find you, bring the nations inte your fold, pour out yor Spirit upon all flesh, and

hasten the soming fo your kingdorn; through Jesus Chirst our Lord, who Yives and reignz with you and
the Holy Spirit, on eGod, novw and for ever. Arnen,
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