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There's been & lot of controversy in the past weeks about & newly
released film, 7he fss! Tampialian of Ohisd The film isn't based on
the Gospel records of the Tife of Jesus but on a book written nearly 40
years ago by Nikos Kezantsakis.

Kazantzakis was @ man who throughout his life wrestled with the
question of who Jesus is. One might say that his 1ife was obsessed with
the question. .!:\——*-aeﬁ::-;ékl spiritual journey led him away from the Greek
Orthodox Church in which he was baptized. He dabbled in Hinduism and
Buddhism but (| read somewhere that) near the end of his life he did return
to the Christian faith. 1. basd ow o

Although”the-sertroversdsd=Hin portrays Christ in ways that go beyond
the Gospel records and, from what I've read, even contradictory to it, there
is something to be admired about a marn who couldn't rest content with @
second hand faith, but who struggled and searched to answer for himself
who Jesus is.

In our Gospel lessan Jesus asks his disciples, "who do people say that |
am?" And they said, "John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others
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one of the prophets "/ lt'e=e ke When

we read the Gospels we discover that there were other answers, not 5o
complimentary, given to the question. Some people said that Jesus was
crazy, a blasphemer, & revolutionary, that he drank too much wine, that he
was in cahoots with the devil. But the important thing is not what others

say about Christ, but what we ourselves believe.



& Gallup Poll survey estimates 78 million U':u adulis are "unchurched”
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compared with 81 million reported in 1978, Enut Armerican adults who

believe Jesus was either God or the son of God rose to 848 -- up Trom 783
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in 1978, If _h:s us were to ask us this morning, "who do you say that |
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am?", a-aajerity-of people in the United States and, I'm sure nearly all of

you in this sanctuary, and on the membership roles, would answer, "You are
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the Christ-theSs " But sometimes | wonder if all these

neople are simply repeating what others have said about Jesus, their
parents, the church, but have never really wrestled with the question
themselves. How do | know that Jesus is the Christ? How has that belief
made any difference in my life?

| enjoy visiting and talking to unchurched, unreligious peaple. |
genuinely like them. | rarely ever canfront them with questions regarding
their relationship to God and yet nearly always the conversation comes
around to God, to Jesus. | know a woman, unchurched, who says she's an
aghostic. Recently she read the book Hely &laed, Hely Sreil IWe a book
about Jesus. 1t claims that Jesus was never crucified, that he lived toan
old age, got married and had children whose des scendants played an
important rale throughout medieval history. Now | don't agree with the
book and yet | find it encouraging to find an unchurched agnostic
interested enough, fascinated enough with the subject of Jesus, to read
that book. | recently talked with an unchurched man and his wife who
together read the book, Jas sad e Aril af Nolarcycie Meinilenance.
They wanted to know if | had read it and what | thought of it because it
rade them think of who Jesus is. | sometimes think that unchurched
peaple wrestle more with the question, and more deeply, then churched

peaple.
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Think again of rock music. | know that a lot of reck music deals with
druns and other anti-zocial attitudes and U'm not much into rock music
nowadays, but | used to be. And whatever you say against rack music much
of it forced me as an adolescent and young adult to wrestle with the
question of who Jesus is. | think of the old Siman and Garfunkel recording,
Aridge ayver Troukied Walers and haw it goaded me to think atout who
Jesus iz and what he came to do. | think of the songs of Bob Dylan whose
rausic and lyrics became almost a religion to me when | was in college. So
rnany of hiz lyrics and images pointed unmistakedly to Jesus. | think of
Joni Mitchell song in which she sang about Jesus. Apd Jdesus wes o
silar Whan e Welked upaly the Wweilers, snd e spanl & Jeng lisé

Walehing fragy & fengly Weadas tavar. And | remmember how [ used

the music of fedspel and. Jesus Chiad, Supersisr loprovokethe -

thoughts of the senicar high Sunday Schodl class | had a5 a youth minister
fresh out of seminary and to point them te Jesus. There's so much in the
secular world, for a1l its evils, that still can point us to Jesus and force
us to angwer the haunting question Jesus asked Peier, "But who do you say
that | am.”

This is a question, | believe, that Jesus asks each one of us and in
asking it he wants to goad us into a personal cormimitment to hirm. As
foung children we usually believe whatever our parents tell us sbout
Jesus. They tell us that he's the Son of God, that he's God in the flesh,
Every Sunday, before gaing te junior church, the children repest in the
Apastles' Creed, / believe in Jesys Chrisl, his anly san, aur Lare.
But there comes a time in cur lives when a faith borrowed from church or
parents becomes inadequate and seems irrelevant unless we come to our

own decision sbout Jesus. We're not Christians becsuse cur parents are
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helievers. So often children wha've heen baptized, whose parents are
committed Christians, grow up to repudiate the faith or show no interest
init. We become a Christian by a personal decision for Christ, when we
cah say to Jesus, with Peten and from our hearts, "You are the Christ. You
are the King. You are my Lord.”

& borrowed faith won't hold us up when we go through deep waters. A
horrowed faith won't give us the strength to stand up and speak aut for
what's right. A borrowed faith won't give us the courage to do what's right
when everybody around us is doing what we kKnow iz wrong. & first hand
fﬂ]“h iz so urgent because of the trials, frustrations, disappointments, and
dizasters that we meei in life. The fact is, the hour may come when
everything about you- your happiness, your grip on reality, your
self-control, your very sanity - will depend on the degree to which you've
huilt up, or have failed to build up, your faith in Jesus Christ.

But not only is & second hand faith inadequate to help us deal with
personal crises, such a faith is going to make absolutely no impact
whatever on the world in which we live unless it's our very own faith.
There's nathing infectious about & secand-hand faith. There's nothing
infectious about telling a neighbor, "1 believe that Jesus is the Messiah
because that's what they tesch at the Presbyterian church” There
something infectious about being able to say, "I know what others say
ahout Jesus, but | have come to believe that Jesus reveals to me the very
heart of God. He bﬂ;%&ome ty Lord and savior.” what the world needs
today is rmen and women and young people who, w hether they say it with
their lips or not, unmistakably declare it by their lives that Jesus is the
Christ, God's anointed, the King of kings and Lord of Lords

But how do we come to such a faith? 'm sure Peter's faith was
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intensely personsl but how can it ever be thet for me? How can | come to
the place in my life where | can confess with Peter, "You are the Christ.”

| believe we get that faith in the same place Peter got it By personal
experiment. By the actual process of facing 1ife with Christ. How did
Peter come to possess his faith? It wasn't through speculation. His faith
was the product of the impact made upon hitm, day in, day out, by the
personality of Jesus. He came to realize who Jesus is as he Hved with him
and saw his grace and truth. By praying, by steeping yourself in the
Gospels, by facing 1ife with Christ, and, yes, | beligve by becoming an
active member in & community of faith where you study and pray together
you can pass beyond @ second hand religion or an inherited tradition and
meel Christ face to face.

ATEL _ ,
Let us pray : Hea*@ﬁ%& her , help uz Tike FPeter to trust you enough to obey you; to follow Jesus
gven though we may oftenfinm: ta Jove and trust Jesus so much that we will be able to deny nurselves
whatever things there are in our lives that keep us fram following Christ. In his name we pray. Aren.
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